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Second Intifada in the offing? 

Palestinians battle Israeli soldiers 
to protest tunnel excavation 


Combined News Reports 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Palestinian demonstrators 
clashed with Israeli troops and 
police in occupied East Jerusa¬ 
lem for a second day, Wednes¬ 
day. The violence spread to 
several West Bank cities, in 
protests against an Israeli pro¬ 
ject in Jerusalem's walled old 
city. Early reports said four 
Palestinians were killed and at 
least 300 injured during the 
clashes. In clashes with the 
Israeli army in Ramaiah two 
Palestinian police officers were 
killed and about 165 injured. 

Angry Palestinians threw 
siones and bottles at Israeli 
police in East Jerusalem and 
other Palestinian towns to 
protest Israel's opening of a 
controversial tunnel near sev¬ 
eral of the holiest sites in this 
disputed city a day earlier. 

Israeli police retaliated by 
firing at demonstrators killing 
at least one Palestinian and 
injuring dozens, according to 
Palestinian radio. 

The sight of Palestinians 
throwing stones at Israeli army 
and police filled Israeli fears 
that a second Palestinian Inti¬ 
fada was about to be 
unleashed. 

Palestinians were responding 
to Yasser Arafat’s call for a 


day oF demonstrations in 
response to Israel’s surprise 
predawn excavation Tuesday to 
complete a long-disputed tun¬ 
nel below the edge of the A1 
Aqsa mosque and the Temple 
Mount, a site sacred to Mus¬ 
lims and Jews alike. Arab lead¬ 
ers reacted in outrage, and 
stone-throwing Palestinian 
youths battled police through 
much of the day Tuesday, 
briefly chiving Jewish worship¬ 
pers from the Western Wall. 

An angry Arafat, speaking at 
a graduation in the Gaza Strip 
Tuesday, condemned the tunnel 
project as a “crime against 
(Islamic) religious and holy 
places" and said it violated the 
spirit of the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. 

“We feel this is a direct 
affront to both Christian and 
muslim holy places, and to Pal¬ 
estinian rights," member of the 
Palestine National Authority Dr 
Han an Ashrawi told reporters 
Wednesday. 

But Israeli mayor of the city. 
Ehud Oimert, was defiant 
"This is our city. It is a united 
city, and we are exercising the 
natural authorities of the gov¬ 
ernment in such a city.". he 
said. 

The Jerusalem issue is per¬ 
haps the most sensitive in the 


fsraeli-Paleslinian dispute. Pal¬ 
estinians demonstrated that fact 
Wednesday by confronting 
Israeli troops for many hours in 
several parts of Jerusalem, and 
in at least three west bank 
cities. 

Shopkeepers in East Jerusa¬ 
lem quickly shuttered their 
stores observing a call by 
Islamic leaders to remain 
closed until noon Wednesday. 

Still, the incidents, reminis¬ 
cent of the Palestinian uprising 
that preceded the 1993 Isroeli- 
Palestinian peace accord, 
underscored current tensions 
between the two sides. And 
they illustrated the ease with 
which political confrontation 
here can flare into violence, 
particularly in Jerusalem, the 
city at the heart of the conflict. 

The tunnel, which traces an 


ancient roadway, stretches 500 
yards beside the Western Wall, 
■and alongside the compound 
known to Jews as the Temple 
Mount and to Arabs as Haram 
al Sharif, the Noble Sanctuary. 
The compound houses two 
mosques, the Dome of the 
Rock, and Al Aqsa, the third 
holiest site to Muslims. 

Palestinians say they fear 
that the tunnel could under¬ 
mine the foundations of the 
mosques and other buildings 
nearby and provide an easy tar¬ 
get to extremists who might 
wish to damage the Islamic 
holy places. 

But several also said the 
decision to open the tunnel, 
made by the previous govern¬ 
ment but put in force under the 
hard-line administration of 
Prime Minister Benjamin' 
Netanyahu, was an important 


symbol, intended to assert 
Israeli sovereignty over all of 
Jerusalem. 

Adnan Husseini. executive 
director of the Waqf. the Mus¬ 
lim religious council that 
administers the Old Gty’s 
Islamic sites, said the tunnel's 
excavation was in line with 
the new government's recent 
actions to expand settlements 
on the West Bank and confis¬ 
cate land from Palestinians in 
east Jerusalem. 

Israeli opposition leaders 
endorsed that view, and Tel 
Aviv Mayor Roni Milo, a 
Likud moderate, said it was 
foolish of Netanyahu to force 
the issue of the Temple Mount 
before withdrawing Israel’s 
army from most of Hebron, as 
required by treaty six months 

Continued on page3 


Government and opposition 

Door remains 
open for dialogue 
despite tension 

By Raed Al Abed 

. Star Staff Writer 

AFTER A month of riding high in the battlefield seeking to oust 
the government, the opposition camp received a fierce counter- 
strike. It was launched by the Prime Minister, Abdel Karim Al 
Kabariti, on Monday. (See related story on page two). 

Coming out of the darkness. Mr Kabariti fired on all fronts, 
local and Arab ones. The Prime Minister was clearly irked, 
described his opponents as "people in crises." who based their pol¬ 
icies on "attacking the peace treaty". The opposition is “creating 
problems, and do not want to solve it” 

The opposition “has the diagnosis but lacks the treatment” He 
added that "there is poverty and there is unemployment" but “is it 
possible, for the government to solve these problems within the 
current available potentials in the country." He asked the opposi¬ 
tion to provide alternatives to the government policies, ‘T am call¬ 
ing upon the opposition: give me your options. Where are the 
options that the opposition presented." 

Kabariti asked for coherence and solutions to deal with prob¬ 
lems of the country. 

Observers are terming the relations between the government 
and opposition os a political crisis that is becoming more compli¬ 
cated with tensions rapidly escalating. They point out that both the 
government and opposition are responsible for the “no-solution” 
status in the country. 

The strain reached its height when the authorities arrested the 
editor-in-cheif of Al Sabecl weekly newspaper Hilmi Al As mar 
who is a member of the Shura Council of the Islamic Action Front 
(LAF). He was arrested last week after his paper ran a front page 
story describing details of the alleged torture of a Hamas sympa¬ 
thizer who was detained in Jordan. 

The Prime Minister strongly denied Al Sabeers report, and 
defended the security institution’s against the allegations of human 

Continued on page2 


ABOARD M3R-22 SPACE STATION: Astronaut Terrence W. 
space shuttle Atlantis, floats in the Mir Core, Sept 21 
sion. UPI 


rrence W. Wflcott, pilot 
, during day 6 of STS-7! 


of the 
■79 mis- 


Les Tchetchenes solidaires entre la 
Jordanie et Grozny 

Voir page 12 



Father of two children 
confesses to their murder 


AMMAN (Star)—The father of the two chil¬ 
dren who were poisoned to death two weeks 
ago has. confessed to their murder Wednes¬ 
day closing the chapter on one of the most 
shocking murder cases m Jordan m recent 
years. 

The father of Haneen, 9, and Ham, 6, Al 
Masri confessed to giving his children one 
cyanide tablet each on the morning of the 
murder. He said he bought the lethal ablets 
when he was in Canada recently. 

Public Security Director Gen. Nasouh 
Muheiddin said the father, M. Al Masri. of 
the two children had confessed to the murder 
before Public Attorney Mr Faihi Rifai and 
Criminal Court Public Prosecutor Mr Abdel 
Aziz Al Rawashdeh. He said the motive 
behind this heinous crime appeared to be 
related to domestic conflicts between the 
accused and his wife. 

The Star has learned that investigators 
became suspicious of the father after they 
discovered discrepancies in his account of 
that morning’s events. While he claimed he 
left with his wife at 6:45 in the morning of 
Wednesday 11 September, his wife, who 


drove him to work each morning before 
returning to her children, said he went back 
to the apartment saying that he hod to use the 
bathroom. 

The mother later revealed that her husband 
had attempted to kill his children once 
before. She told investigators that a month 
and half ago she woke up at nighr by the 
smell of gas and discovered that the gas bot¬ 
tle was moved into the children’s bedroom 
while the father was sitting in the living 
room. 

Police focused their attention on the father 
after excluding forced entry into the apart¬ 
ment by an intruder. The fact that post mor¬ 
tem has confirmed that the poisonous mate¬ 
rial was in fact cyanide, a substance that was 
not easily available in Jordan, excluded the 
possibility that the children may have had 
access to it. 

It is not clear what drove the father to 
commit this terrible crime which caught pub¬ 
lic attention since day one. But police will 
now try to construct a psychological profile 
of the father to determine what could have 
driven him to commit the murders 

He is to be formally charged this week. ■ 


Ordinary session to be delayed while 
deputies try to put their House in order 


By Harridan Al Hnjj 

Special to The -Star / 

TradAtt^dfe'ftrtm the. Lower 
House ef -PSrfianKnt pm the 
House at a- crucial junction. 
Informed sources told The Star 
that the laces developments 
add to the possibility of post¬ 
poning tfae^ ordinary session of 
Parliament, which was sched¬ 
uled to be held cm first October. 

But sources now predict that 
His Majesty King Hussein mil 
delay the convening of Parlia¬ 
ment for the foil two months 
allowed under the Constitution. 
During this period there will be 
attempts go relax strained rela¬ 
tions between the government 
and the Lower House. That ten¬ 
sion was behind the sudden ter¬ 
mination of the last extraordi¬ 
nary session. 

However. Prime Minister Mr 
Abdel Karim Kabariti has ear¬ 
lier assured the Speakers of the 
Lower and Upper Houses. 
Ahmed Al Lawjd and Sa’ad 
Hayel Al Sroor, that the ordi¬ 
nary session will be held on its 
Constitutional date. 


- But observers believe the 
deputies have .themselves to 
blame for die latest internal cri- 
. JilU i ff te fr -htve been tSvided 
evef since 22 opposition depu- 
• ties stood firm against the gov¬ 
ernment's bread and fodder 
measures. The House failed to 
support recommendations 
made by a special committee 
on the issue, forcing even mod¬ 
erate and centrist deputies to 
openly express their protest 
against the policies of the 
government. 

Now many deputies feel the 
House has lost its clout and self 
esteem and, more importantly, 
it has failed to assume its basic 
supervisory and legislative 
role. 

The hiatus can serve another 
purpose, of course. It can be 
used to form another govern¬ 
ment, but any change in the 
composition of the government 
will break the 22 deputy/ 
minister grip the current pre¬ 
mier has over the House. Those 
deputies form a strong bloc 
inside the House and have, suc¬ 
ceeded in mobilizing their col¬ 
leagues when die Prime Minis¬ 


ter needed inside support. 

As a result the only deputy/ 
minister who criticized the 
cabinet's bread and fodder pol¬ 
icies was the leftist Minister of 
Agriculture Dr . Mustafa 
ShneikaL 

The 18 deputies of the 
National Action Front (NAF) 
kept their silence since five of 
their members are in the Kaba¬ 
riti cabinet. 

The situation became more 
challenging when 15 Islamic 
deputies and independent dep¬ 
uty Trial Obeidat threatened to 
resign collectively to protest 
government policies. If they 
deride to cany out their threat 
it would be a terrible set back 
for both Mr Kabariti and 
Speaker Srour. 

Meanwhile. observers 
believe the best solution to end 
the political deadlock would be 
lor the King to dissolve Parlia¬ 
ment and call for early elec¬ 
tions. Another option is to 
delay the coming ordinary ses¬ 
sion, giving deputies and Mr 
Kabariti a last chance to bury 
the hatchet. ■ 



Outdoor festival: Gazans way out 
from miserable reality 


By Ann LoLordo 

LA Washington Post 
News Service 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip— 
lt*s Thursday, and the guys 
have gathered for a night out 
on the town. Pressed and 
primped, they arrive at the 
beachfront with dancing shoes 
on. But the Egyptian band 
they came to bear won’t be 
playing this night. Israeli au¬ 
thorities stopped the musicians 
at the Egyp¬ 
tian border 
and turned 

them back. 

Disappointed 
but unde¬ 

terred, Mo¬ 
hammed Abu 
Halil and his 
friends still 
pay the S3 en¬ 
trance fee. It will take more 
than checkpoint politics to 
ruin their fun. Says Mazen 
Mosa, 24, “You just throw 



your suffering into the sea.” 

Gaza is usually associated 
more with misery than relaxa¬ 
tion. Its economy is dismal; 
the unemployment rate tops 50 
percent. Sanitation is primi¬ 
tive. with pipes dumping raw 
sewage into the blue Mediter¬ 
ranean. But despite or perhaps 
because of the grim condi¬ 
tions, hundreds of young Pal¬ 
estinians come to the Zaharat 
el Medina tourist village for its 
weekly music fes¬ 
tival. 

The outdoor 
concerts are 
something new in 
this territory, a 
place struggling 
to define itself 
now that it is gov¬ 
erned by the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority 
instead of Israel. 

The night life at the Gaza 
Nights Festival offers no alco¬ 
hol and few opportunities for 



Reality bites in Gaza 


romance, because tradition- 
minded Muslim women rarely 
venture out unescorted. 

Bui the concerts provide an 
opportunity to socialize and an 
evening of escape for people 
hemmed in by an Israeli mili¬ 


tary closure now in its eighth 
month. The closure, imposed 
after a series of bombings in 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, pre¬ 
vents Gazans from leaving this 
rectangular strip of land and 
■ from commuting to jobs in Is¬ 


rael 

The festival began in mid¬ 
summer, and the concerts are 
held al a resort village on the 
Mediterranean where holiday 
cabins line the beach and wa¬ 
ter sports and satellite dishes 
are free of charge. Popular Is- 
raeli-Arab singer Raed Kabaha 
drew a crowd of 6.000. 

“After 30 years of occupa¬ 
tion, of conflict and struggle 
between Israelis and Palestin¬ 
ians. people are thirsty for ac¬ 
tivities like our festival." says 
Ryad al Hasan, the general 
manager. “Gazans are ready to 
participate in modern life. But 
they need a way to express 
themselves." 

The Gaza is home to 
800,000 Palestinians, the ma¬ 
jority living in crowded refu¬ 
gee camps. This is where the 

Continued on page2 
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LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

KUWAIT CITY—Even as 
more US soldiers arrived in 
this sheikdom Sunday,. US 
Defense Secretary William J. 
Perry said die United States 
may withdraw one of its two 
aircraft carriers now in the 
region because Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein appears to be 
backing down from his con¬ 
frontation with the United 
States. 

“All of the evidence that I 
have seen in the last four or 
five days is positive,” said 
Perry, quoted by reporters 
accompanying him on a flight 
from Finland to Sweden. *7 
truly believe Iraq is backing off 
the threatening actions they 
'were taking a week ago.” 

His comments reflected 
what officials here see as the 
probable conclusion of the lat¬ 
est face-off with Iraq. The cri¬ 
sis seemed to be.-ending as 
quickly as it began: Only a 
week ago Perry was on an 
urgent tour of the Middle East 
to request the help of Kuwait, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia to 
oppose any new challenge 
from the Iraqi president. .. 

The latest episode began 
Aug. 31, when Saddam sent ■ 
tanks and 30,000 troops of his 



of carrier 
easing of 
crisis 



Saddam Hussein 


elite Revolutionary Guard into 
northern Iraq to help'a Kurdish 
faction defeat a rival group: By 
helping Masoud Barzani’s 
Democratic Party of ECurdistan 
take control of the ninth, Sad¬ 
dam appeared to win influence 
in'the region for the first time 
since his defeat in die 1991 
Gulf war.’ 

His move sowed discord 
amid the US-led alliance that 
fought him in 1991, whose 
members were split over Sad¬ 
dam's right to intervene in a 
conflict in his . own country, 
while be gained stature in seine 
sectors of the Arab wodd for 
his defiant firing at US aircraft 
over his territory a few days 


later. 

But he paid a price for his 
diplomatic and political gains: 
44 US cruise missiles launched 
Sept. 3 and 4 wiped out air 
defense installations near Bagh¬ 
dad. and the United States uni¬ 
laterally expanded a “no-fly’' 
zone in southern Iraq. 

He also lost out on early 
implementation of a previously 
approved “oil for food” deal 
that would have allowed Iraq to 
sell controlled quantities of oil 
to pay for food and humanitar¬ 
ian supplies. Madeleine Alb¬ 
right. the US ambassador to die 
United Nations, said Sunday 
that the oil sales will not take 
place until it is deemed safe for 
UN monitors to go into north¬ 
ern Iraq “comfortably” 

Iraq’s retreat began Sept. 
13—armd strong indications 
that the United States was pre¬ 
paring an even stronger mili¬ 
tary strike—when Saddam 
announced that Iraqi forces 
would desist from firing again 
at US aircraft patrolling ^o- 
fly zones in northern and 
southern Iraq. 

The ground troops, however, 
will remain and complete a 
Graining exercise in the desert 
25 miles south of the Irani bor- 
** fI f»y said. 

The US buildup continued 

Continued on page3 
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A market for satire 

Abd Rabbo pokes fun at 
political reality 


26 SEPTEMBER 1996 


Door 



Slave Of Hi s God 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

JORDANIANS ARE often accused of 
being too serious and lacking a sense of 
humor. But the recent debut of the weekly 
satirical newspaper Abd Rabbo is altering 
the image of the grumpy and cantankerous 
Jordanians. Abd Rabbo. or “Slave of his 
God” as its editors translated the title into 
English, is the first newspaper of its kind 
in Jordan where no serious news is always 
good and funny news. 

Since its first issue, which included an 
interview with a donkey, the paper per- 
sisied to poke fun at sensitive political and 
social issues. 

The highlight of its satirical approach is 
its depiction of political personalities: they 
are depicted as street children, new-born 
babies and even fundamentalist Iranian 
clergy. 

Jordanians are not used to this sort of 
irony. The advent of the sensational 
weekly press five years ago has loosened 
them up a little bit—they read about 
alleged corruption scandals in official cir¬ 
cles. and about social issues that were for 
long considered a taboo to be discussed in 
print. But Abd Rabbo. which has seen its 
sales soar every week, has taken the reader 
to a new frontier where he or she can actu¬ 
ally enjoy a good laugh ahout public fig¬ 
ures and iheir relationships with the public. 
The newspaper's appeal reflects a sense of 
public loss in politics. As Jordanians 
become more concerned about their living 
standards, they tend to turn away from the 
official line. Abd Rabbo provides a way for 
a frustrated public to get even with those 
who they see as being responsible for their 
worsening economic and social conditions. 

The tabloid s fluffy features, a political 
interview with a dog for csample, is a kind 
of escape therapy for its readers—they 
take readers away from the passive and 
ien<c atmosphere usually created by every¬ 


day political and economic pressures. But 
while the paper's features and columns 
seem at the first glance to -be funny and 
irrelevant, deep down they arc loaded with 
sarcasm and criticism of social and politi¬ 
cal hypocrisy and the failing performance 
of public institutions. 

"Sarcastic press is pan of a comprehen¬ 
sive resistance to all the forms of oppres¬ 
sion in the world." says Yousef Gheishan. 
editor of Abd Rabbo. Such sarcastic 
approach comes up whenever there is class 
discrepancies and hunger in the society, he 
adds. The main goal of the paper is to con- 
\ ey to the average reader meanings which 
he or she can not figure out from serious 
and intellectual articles. The paper also 
draws people's attention to the very 
motives behind certain governmental 
decisions. 

But sarcasm is not a simple approach 
anyway. One has to read between the lines 
to get the message. This makes Abd Rabbo 
a newspaper that also appeals to intellec¬ 
tual readers who are acquainted with the 
behind-the-scene politics of the country. In 
this respect Gheishan and his colleagues 
are living in a pcrperual anxiety to come 
up with new ideas and uncover hidden 
facts. They arc required all the time to 
keep themselves abreast with the latest 
social and political developments in the 
kingdom as well as in the world and know 
the "different social and cultural contexts. 
When they apply a certain joke or sarcasm 
to a certain social context, the same joke 
might not fit another context something 
which would spoil the intended humor or 
criticism. 

“We are not downs of the Sultans, we 
write about serious topics in a sarcastic 
manner. One of the readers who seemed to 
have absorbed the goal of our newspaper 
said that Abd Rabbo is the most serious 
publication in Jordan." Gheishan says. 

One way to attract readers is to shock 
them: to present something they have 
never been used to before. That is what the 


editors hope to achieve when interviewing 
a donkey or a dog. or affixing the head of a 
minister on a baby's body. 

Even the horoscope column is uncon¬ 
ventional. where people are not fed the 
false promises of a happy and prosperous 
future but are warned of getting beaten by 
the neighbor, the mother-in-law or run 
down by a taxi driver. The same applies to 
their economic page. 

“We don't look down on others, we crit¬ 
icize officials in order to break the psycho¬ 
logical barrier between citizens and’offi¬ 
cials." Gheishan stresses. 

The idea of the satirical press is not a 
new one. There have been attempts in the 
past to publish such papers along Lebanese 
and Egyptian examples. “At So re eh was 
the first satirical paper in Jordan back in 
the forties. Its editor was Hasheni A1 
Sabe'c and it combined sarcasm with sat¬ 
ire." says Abdallah Hamdan. editor-in- 
chief of Amman Cultural Magazine. 
According tc> Gheishan. a number of Jorda¬ 
nians were frequent contributors to that 
sort of publications back then including the 
venerable poet Arar “whose poems were 
considered the most beautiful sarcasm." 
Other writers who followed and resorted to 
satire were Lutll Malhas. Yaqoub Uweis 
and Fakhri Qawur among others. 

Before Abd Rabbo came into being, 
there were previous but short-lived 
attempts to issue sarcastic newspapers. 
Muhammad Tumalaih briefly published Al 
Rassecf (The Pavement). He then made 
another attempt with Qif tStop'u but that 
paper also folded. 

The role of the press in shaping the 
tastes and views of readers has been a con¬ 
troversial issue since the new Press and 
Publication Law removed obstacles that 
had previously prevented Jordanians from 
publishing their own newspapers and mag¬ 
azines. While some see Abd Rabbo as a 
newspaper commiued to national issues 
and concerns, others see iL as a freak and 
an affront to serious journalism. 
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Raja Talab. editor ot Al Hadath weekly, 
says that Abd Rabbo does not take into 
consideration Jordanian social and moral 
codes by port raying ministers in humiliat¬ 
ing positions. Hamdan thinks that for Ahd 
Rahho to continue success, its editors must 
benefit from the experience of previous 
papers in the absence of democracy. He 
says that though we enjoy democracy, our 
officials have not got used to such- 
sarcasm. 

In an unpredictable and volatile political 


and social environment- Abd Rabbo is a 
newspaper \\ here people can get a release 
from everyday hardships. But will A Ini 
Rabboh be a survivor, if and when it runs 
out of topics'.' 

Talab says that in lime people will want 
more than laughs and they will forget the 
newspaper. But Gheishan responds that 
Abd Rabbo gives its readers more ideas 
than those of a lull program of a political 
party. ■ 


Kabariti lashes out at opposition; defends his policies 


By a Star Staff Writer 

PRIME MINISTER Abdel 
Karim Kabarili's statements to 
the press corps on Monday 
have revealed a growing ten¬ 
sion between the government 
and the opposition. Mr Kabariti 
described the opposition as 
“crisis-laden" whose objective 
was not to provide solutions to 
the country''s problems but to 
attack the government and its 
policies at any price. 

The press conference 
marked a departure from Mr 
Kabarili's style of confronta¬ 
tion. By going to the press and 
turning the heat on the opposi¬ 
tion. the premier is hoping to 
deflect a recent wave of "bad 
press that his government has 
been receiving. 

He depicted the opposition 
as incapable of offering practi¬ 
cal solutions to the country's 
problems of poverty and unem¬ 
ployment. In particular. Mr 
Kabariti appeared to end a 


shaky truce with the /slamists 
by launching his own counter 
attack to offset increasing calls 
by members of the Islamic 
Action From (IAFj for Mr 
Kabarili's resignation. 

He accused The opposition of 
avoiding constructive dialogue 
with the government and of 
opposing him and his policies 
for the" sake of maintaining 
their opposition. 

Mr Kabarili's confident and 
bold approach in Monday's 
meeting weakened speculations 
that his government was gasp- 
ing its last breath—as the 
opposition and its papers have 
been predicting. He appeared 
in full control, or at least gave 
that impression. But he also 
went into pains to defend his 
policies especially his contro¬ 
versial decision to float the 
price of bread, which triggered 
riots in the southern towns of 
the Kingdom last month. Mr 
Kabariti "attacked his opponents 
for distorting the government's 




Kabariti and Al Moasher meet the press 

position on the issue express- since international wheat prices 
ing his anger at those critics were fading, the government 
who did not acknowledge the would encourage the private 
fact that Jordanians were com- sector to import wheat which 
pen sated for the difference in could lead to a drop in bread 
bread prices. He pointed that prices. 


Outdoor festival, 
new diversionary 


Mr Kabariti also defended 
his government record in fight¬ 
ing comiptiun. but admitted 
that it was difficult to bring 
“symbols" of corruption to 
court. But he said the govern¬ 
ment's bread and fodder policy 
had greatly curtdiled corruption 
and misuse of subsidy. He said 
ajiimal feed merchants and 
smugglers of sheep and weap¬ 
ons. who made millions, were 
defeated because of the new 
policy. 

While he warned that pov¬ 
erty and unemployment were 
two problems that needed time 
and collective effort to solve, 
the Prime Minister noted that 
one important factor in the pro¬ 
cess must be to change how 
Jordanians view work, espe¬ 
cially their preference for pub¬ 
lic sector jobs. He said unem¬ 
ployment could be solved if 
Jordanians begin to accept jobs 
that are now handled by over 
4U0.000 guest laborers in 
Jordan. 


Mr Kabarili's Iraq policy, a 
main issue of conflict between 
him and the opposition bloc, 
w as reaffirmed during the press 
conference. He said while Jor¬ 
danians enjoy a national sense 
of steadfastness with the Iraqi 
people, he . could not be 
expected to sacrifice Jordan's 
national interests and principles 
by supporting regimes that 
“build their rare on Die skulls of 
their people." Mr Kabariti 
noted that before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. Jordan's economic 
interests were mostly concen¬ 
trated wirfi the Gulf countries 
and not Iraq. 

He expressed his concern 
over progress in the peace pro¬ 
cess and its immediate benefits 
to Jordanians. He described Jor¬ 
dan's relations with the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority (PNAl 
as strategic regardless of certain 
sensitivities and disclosed that 
Jordan had informed the Israeli 
government this week that it 
considers every settlement that 


is builr in the West Bank as 
being built in the East Bank. 

Mr Kabariti said his program 
rests on three solid founda¬ 
tions: the establishment of the 
Throne, the rule of law and the 
respect of the military and 
security institutions. Referring 
to last week's arrest of Mr 
Hilnii Al Asmar. chief editor of 
Al Sabeel weekly, the unoffi¬ 
cial mouthpiece of the IAF. Mr 
Kabariti said the allegations 
printed in the paper against 
security forces interrogation 
methods were false and 
groundless. 

He disclused that Mr Al 
Asmar had admitted that he 
was forced to publish the arti¬ 
cle. which described how a Jor¬ 
danian had been tortured and 
humiliated by the security 
authorities, by the IAF execu¬ 
tive bureau. Mr Kabariti said 
Mr Al Asmar will be tried for 
violating the Press and Publica¬ 
tion Law. ■ 


Pullback of carrier may signal 
easing of Iraqi crisis 


Continued from page 1 

Palestinian uprising, the “inti¬ 
fada.” began in 1987. In the 
last year, per capita income 
has dropped to $700. from 
$ 1 , 200 . 

“People have been saying 
there is going to be an explo¬ 
sion here," says Ron Wilkin¬ 
son. a United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency staff mem¬ 
ber in Gaza. "They said the 
same thing during the Gulf 
War when there was a six- 
week curfew, and there was no 
explosion. They’ve been 
through so much, and they 
keep on putting their chins 
up." 

The people in Halil's circle 
of friends are university- 
educated. anxious to begin 
careers or pursue advanced 
degrees—and struggling to 
find work. 

But for a few short hours on 
a Thursday night, they can go 
to the festival to forget their 
worries. 

In the pasL the men would 
have socialized at someone's 
house—an evening of cards or 
games of chess. Now. they 
come to the music festival. 

"They should give us cards, 
now to get in every Thurs¬ 
day.” says Halil. 

For Halil dqd others, Gaza 
is home. The teenagers of the 
intifada are now young men 
waiting for the dividends of 
peace. 

"We live in freedom." says 
Yusef Wadi, a 24-year-old 
social worker. "But economi¬ 
cally it's very hard. We think 
all the time about traveling 
outside the country because 
the conditions ate hard." 

A graduate of An Najah 
National University in the 
West Bank. Wadi wants to 
earn a master's degree. He 


warns to travel to Jerusalem, 
but the military closure keeps 
him in* Gaza. Mazen Mosa. 
trained as a cameraman, hopes 
to finish his studies and get a 
job in his field. Nasir Ahmed. 
20. wonders whether Ameri¬ 
cans think of Palestinians only 
as terrorists. 

"We talk from our heart.” 
he says. “Being together is 
something.” 

Their spirits still seem high. 
This circle of friends laughs 
and jokes. When the band 
launches into a peppy tune, 
the guys urge Halil to dance. 
He gladly obliges, and he is 
neither shy nor clumsy. He 
swivels his hips and prances in 
a kind of Arabic step dance. 
“Go, go.” Wadi yells. 'This is 
belly dancing.” another friend 
teases. 

Applause greets his final 
step. The band strikes up a 
pdpular love song. And the 
rricn nearly swoon with recog¬ 
nition. Flushed and excited. 
Halil leads his comrades in 
song. “ “From one touch of 
love. I found myself loving 
you."' 

The Gaza night fills with 
heir heart) voices. ■ 


Continued from page 1 

this week with the arrival of 
600 more members of the LIS 
Army's 1st Cavalry from Fort 
Hood. Texas. About 3000 sol¬ 
diers have reached Kuwait 
since last Thursday, and the 
remainder arc expected in the 
next tew days. 

Meanwhile, an official Iraqi 
newspaper said Sunday that a 
human rights organization will 
try to trace 600 Kuwaitis miss¬ 
ing since the occupation of this 
country in 19911-91—a sign 
that Saddam may he adopting a 
more accommodating stance in 
the wake of the recent confron¬ 
tation. Accounting for the 
missing men. women and chil¬ 
dren is one of the key condi¬ 
tions set by the United States 
and Kuwait for lilting the ban 
on oil sales by Iraq. 

Meanwhile in New York. 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller reassured US Sec¬ 
retary of State Warren Christo¬ 
pher on Monday that the 
Ankara government will not 
cooperate in any way with 
President Saddam Hussein 
despite a “vacuum of power” 
in northern Iraq that jeopard¬ 
izes Turkish sccuriiy. 

“We have stood by our ally. 


(he linited States, and we hope 
to expand that." Ciller told 
reporters before a 40-minute 
meeting with Christopher. That 
session was dominated by the 
situation in northern Iraq. 

State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said the meet¬ 
ing "reflected the fact that the 
United Slates and Turkey have 
identical views on northern 
Iraq.” 

For Christopher, the talks 
were the first encouraging 
news in weeks concerning the 
fraying international coalition 
that fought against Iraq in the 
Gulf War in 1991. 

Turkey, most Arab members 
of the coalition. France and 
Russia had all expressed 

doubts about the US attack on 
sites in southern Iraq. US pol¬ 
icy-makers were especially 

concerned that Turkey, which 
replaced its pro-Western gov¬ 
ernment with a cabinet led by 
jn Islamic parly earlier this 
year, was pulling away from 
the coalition. 

On Saturday. Ciller was 
quoted by The New York 
Times as saying that Turkey 
was ready to cooperate with 
Saddam if the Iraqi leader 
sought to "put an end to (error- 


International tourism day to 
be held in Um Qais 


IRBID—The Irbfd Tourism Office fITOl 
is to hold a festival in Um Qais town. 
120km to tbe north of Amman, between 26 
and 27 September in celebration of tbe 
International Tourism Day, director of tbe 
1TO said Monday. 

He added that the program of the festi¬ 
val, which will lake place in the ruins of 
ancient Gadara, includes a tourism fair, 
traditional costumes show, folkloric and 


other songs performed by Jordanian and 
Iraqi troupes and poetry recitals by Jorda¬ 
nian and Iraqi poets. 

The historical play of Gadara Rises 
Anew” will also be performed in this festi¬ 
val. “Sports and voluntary works have a 
part in this festival. A race for athletes 
from die Irbid area is also scheduled,” the 
director added. ■ 



ist infiltration” by guerrillas of 
the anti-Turkish PKK faction 
of Kurds. But Ciller said Mon¬ 
day that she had been misun¬ 
derstood. She said Turkey is 
determined to stop the influx of 
refugees and PKK guerrillas 
across the Iraq-Turkey border 
"hut we cannot ask Saddam to 
do that for us.” 

Bums said the interview 
"caused anxiety in Washing¬ 
ton." But after the meeting, he 
said. “We are now satisfied by 
what wc hard from Ciller." 

Ciller said Turkey will con¬ 
tinue to control a narrow 
"security zone" in northern 
Iraq. Burns said she assured 
Christopher (hat the Turkish 
occupation of the zone was 
’'temporary" although she did 
not indicate when the Turkish 
troops will be withdrawn. 

Bums said Christopher and 
Ciller also agreed to encourage 
Kurdish faction leader Mas- 
snud Barzani. whose Kurdish 
Democratic Party militia joined 
in the Iraqi attack on lrbil. to 
form a new alliance with ethnic 
Turkish residents of the region. 
Barzani has indicated that he 
would like to break his ties to 
Saddam's government ■ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Tuition 

• Economical private tuition 
in small groups. JGCSE/GCE. 
Physics. Chemistry. Biology. 
Maths. English lor primary and 
Middle School, tel: 679207 

Rare Books 

• Antiquarian books and old 
prints by David Roberts and 
W. H. Bartlett for sale. Views 
of Jerusalem. The Holy Land 
and Petra. Please call 664805. 


remains 
open for 
dialogue 
despite 
tension 

Continued from page 1 

rights violation. 

The arrest of Al Asmar 
was considered by the. 
Islamic movement us 
“aimed to escalate the 
tension with movement." 
The Muslim Brother¬ 
hood. the major social 
and political movement 
in the country, accused 
the government of "esca¬ 
lating tension with the 
opposition." 

“Tension is being esca¬ 
lated by the government 
alone, which has carried 
out many unjustified 
arrests and it has also 
humiliated detainees. 
And arrests are going 
on." Mr Abdel Majid 
Tliuniebat, the Overseer 
of the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood in Jordan, told The 
Star. The Brotherhood, 
condemned what (hey 
call the "extreme attacks 
on public liberties." and 
it demands "the immedi¬ 
ate release of alt 
detainees." 

Mr Bassam Al 
Omoush. an Islamist dep¬ 
uty. and the head of the 
public liberties commit¬ 
tee in the Lower House, 
talked about a number of 
arrests which took place 
in the aftermath of the 
Karok riots, last month. 
AI Omoush auacked 
Kahariti's dental of Al 
Sabeel' a report, and 
claimed that the authori¬ 
ties had called Al Sitbeel 
offices and threatening 
its editor*. 

The head of the public 
liberties committee 
claimed that the commit¬ 
tee was allowed to visit 
all prisons in the country 
except those of the Gen¬ 
eral Intelligence 

Department. 

■'We knocked on all 
doors, whether of the 
government or the GID. 
The answer was either too 
busy or not available, it 
was all locked.” Al 
Omoush said. 

According to Islamic 
sources. Mr Kabariti was 
disturbed about the 
Hamas movement in Jor¬ 
dan. as their officials sent 
a letter to HRH Prince 
Hassan complaining 
about the arrest of its 
activists in Jordan. 
“Hamas here is practic¬ 
ing a political role, we 
can't find any pretext 
about (he arrests against 
its supporters," AI 
Omoush said. “It is the 
government which is 
creating problems with 
everybody." 

It is clear for people 
ihat this “government is 
facing rejection from 
popular and political par¬ 
ties." Al Thuneibat 
added. "Even leading 
political personalities 
share the same view." he 
added. “Therefore, the 
presence of this govern¬ 
ment will affect the Jor¬ 
danian process on all 
fields and will intensify 
the congested situation 
particularly in the light of 
the government's deter¬ 
mination on its decision 
and practices." 

The Muslim Brother¬ 
hood adopted the same 
stand of other leftist and 
nationalist political 
forces in calling for the 
resignation of the govern¬ 
ment. hut this does not 
mean "we close the door 
on dialogue with any 
parly." He said the move¬ 
ment has one condition 
however "such a dia¬ 
logue should be directed 
towards finding an exit to 
all the current issues 
which negatively affect 
the country and the 
people." 

Thuniebat denied press, 
reports which claimed 
that (he Muslim Brother¬ 
hood asked to meet the 
King to discuss the 
strained situation in the 
country.. "Lately, we did 
not ask for such a meet¬ 
ing. But we arc looking 
forward to meeting His 
Majesty. 

The Islamic movement 
denounced Kabarili's 
accusations that they 
“have no option w 
present". 

Al Omoush is ready to 
challenge Kabariti in a 
debate. "If he find this 
logical then wc are ready 1 
to meet wherever he | 
likes.” He added tha* 
"We always have the ini; 
tiaiive. our history proves 
that; whether concerning 
unemployment and pov¬ 
erty or towards building a 
balanced relation with 
Iraq and the Gulf states. 

Al Omoush concluded® 
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Regent; Refugees constitute 
cornerstone for peace 

■ HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Recent said Hut the 
issue of P.iJesfiman refugees is a continuing human trag¬ 
edy and iLs resolution constiiuies a cornerstone to a com¬ 
prehensive. and just peace. He was speaking at the open¬ 
ing of the extraordinary session of the UNRWA donor 
countries meetings. The meeting was called in discuss 
the 545 million deficit in UNRWA’s 1996 budget. Jor¬ 
dan hosts 3.2 million refugees, that is 41 percent of Pal¬ 
estinian refugees in the Middle East. "They have paid 
deafly while waiting fur the world community which 
witnessed their uprooting, to accord them proper treat- 
nieiu.” the Prince continued. The services for the refu¬ 
gees cost Jordan $300 million to maintain. "Palestinian 
refugees have not been basically employed hy UNRWA 
hut mainly by Jordan and the Arab host countries. We 
undertook our effort as our duty towards j segment of 
our citizens . We have awarded Palestinian refugees Jor¬ 
danian citizenship and they have enjoyed its amenities in 
building Jordan." Prince Hassjn said. He stressed dial 
lot dan remains a close partner to UNRWA »n supplying 
the refugees with (he needed services. “In this meeting 
we arc reaffirming our commitment to the Palestinian 
refugees but we at the same time are expressing our feel¬ 
ings of frustration because of drawing nearer to the solu¬ 
tion of (he problem we arc discussing the agency’s finan¬ 
cial crisis, which is affecting the lives ol millions of 

Palestinians, the Regent pointed out. 

In the soup! 

■ The Ministry of Agriculture is in hot sthc uup this 
week as 83 of its contracted employees are tjking their 
minister. Dr Mustafa Shneikat. to court. They arc angry 
because they say that Dr Shneikat has disqualified (hum 
from an allowance of 25 percent on their basic salary. 
This allowance was agreed upon by a Prime Ministry 
directive in 1988. However, judgment on the ease won’t 
be made till this coming October. Dr Shneikat maintains 
that under the new rules of employment in the public 
sector, newly contracted employees arc not eligible to 
the 25 percent additional allowance. But the employees 
stress that the 25 percent additional payment is not an 
allowance but is considered part of the salary as stipu¬ 
lated by ihe Prime Ministerial directive of 1988 and 
therefore the additional payment would not be contrary 
to the law. 

Government and opposition 

■ It appears that the opposition deputies will not leave 
well alone. They are still hoi on the heels of the Prime 
Minister Mr Abdel Karim AJ Kabariti. It appears that 
they will not settle for anything less than the resignation 
of the government. But this is something that doesn’t 
appear To be on the cards especially since the talk of the 
town nowadays is about the convening of the next parlia¬ 
mentary session and whether their should be early parlia¬ 
mentary elections. But if there would be early elections 
then the govern merit would have to stay in power and 
that could take till next summer. It is then argued that 
Mr Kabariti will have to lead a transitional government, 
but this is just mere speculation, and it is not really- 
known for whom the bell shall toll. 

Collective resignations in AlAhd 

■ At last, political parties I This is really a refreshing 
change from talking about such things as price hikes and 
corruption. The Al Ahd party, that seemingly solid bloc 
of steel, may be facing dents in its backyard. About 27 
of its members in Ajloun have submitted their resigna¬ 
tions last week. This is nothing new or alarming it may¬ 
be argued for members resign regularly from other par- 
Lics. What is new and potentially alarmir? about this 
case is that it was collective resignations. The former 
members maintained that they felt that the party has 
adopted "double standards", have digressed from party 
principles and have ceased to be interested in the prob¬ 
lems of their members. 

Ugly murder to be further 
investigated 

■ The case of the Jordanian citizen who was murdered 
in Iraq is to be taken up by the High Criminal Court in 
Amman. The 50 year-old man. who has worked as a 
driver on the Jordnn-lraq Highway for a long lime, was 
set upon and stabbed in the neck and chest. It is under¬ 
stood that the murderer also cut off his lips and ear after 
taking away his money. The tile of the case will he sent 
from Iraq to the criminal court for further investigation. 

Public transport , next on the list 

■ Just like everything else, public transport is likely to 
be privatized. The latest casualty as some would say is 
the Public Transport Corp.. our favourite red and white 
buses. The corporation has become a national enterprise. 
Although in past years it has suffered financial losses, 
lately it has been makine profit. So far this year, it has 
made a profit uf JD 4CUJOOO. This increase is attributed 
to the rationalization in the public transport system. The 
corporation has now 135 buses across the country and 
they arc likely to increase to a 165. 

The Jordanian Netanyahu 

■ We have another one who is proud of Jewish names. I 

suppose there is nothing wrong with that, after all it »s a 
free society. Before, ihe name Rabin was the most popu¬ 
lar, today it’s Netanvahu. Ibrahim Ahbadi, a farmer from 
the Jordan Valiev has named his newly bom baby Netan¬ 
yahu. He told Shihan weekly that the bnth of his son 
coincided with the visit of the Israeli Prime’Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to Jordan last May. The farmer 
said that he chose this name in respect of the peace pro¬ 
cess and the endeavours ol His Majesty King Hussein in 
favour of peace. Naming names, particularly Jewish 
ones, is becoming a bit of a social phenomenon in Jor¬ 
dan. Although only two people have gone down that 
road, we can only guess how far Jordanians will accept 
such names. The proud father of Rabin, also a farmer 
from the Jordanian Valley was ostracized by his commu¬ 
nity. In the end he had to move somewhere else. Having 
set up camp in Russeifeh, he had to move once again to 
goodness knows where because the people in Kusseita 
wouldn't accept him either. _ 
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• Minister ufAwqaf and Religious Affairs, Dr Abdel Salani Al Abbadi, meets his Kuwaiti counterpart DrAti. Ben Fahd 
Al Zameim at Amman Airport, Tuesday. Dr A l Zameim, who is the first senior Kuwaiti official to visit Jordan since the 
Gulf crisis in 1990, is participating in the meetings of the Executive Council of Ministers of Awqaf in Muslim countries 
which opened in Amman, Wednesday. The meetings are being held under the patronage of HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent. 


Education necessary to 
stem tide of drug 
abuse, experts say 



By [.ana Tabba’a 

Spr< -in/ in The Star 

ETYMOLOGICALLY. Tl IF. 
term addiction dimes from the 
Latin verb aJdico meaning 
devoting or giving oneself up 
to something either good or 
had. With the rise ol temper¬ 
ance and anti-opium move¬ 
ments in the last century, 
addiction lost its former value 
free meaning. By becoming 
tightly linked with the exces¬ 
sive use of alcohol and drugs, 
an interpretation emphasizing 
its harmful effects became 
predominant. 

Drug trafficking lias been on 
the rise in Jordan during the 
past few years. Drug smugglers 
have used Jordan as a transient 
point to other neighboring 
countries. 

Statistics show that in 1995, 
351 cases of drug smuggling 
were discovered. About 40UU 
kilograms of hashish, 10 kilo¬ 
grams of heroin, HI grams ol 
opium, and 16 grams of 
cocaine were caught. 

These figures indicate a drug 
increase ol 160 percent in the 
country and this is only since 
1986. The use ol diugs among 
the population increased by 
3UI percent over the same 
period. 

The 20-29 age group were 
the largest at 43 percent. The 
30-39 age group was 40 per¬ 
cent; the 40-49 group look 10 
percent of the total and only 
seven percent for the 50 and 
above age group misused 
drugs Among those were four 
women, three or which died as 
a result of severe addiction. 

Concerning the number of 
drug addicts. Amman and 
Zerqu had the largest number 
al 77 and 25 respectively. 
Aqaba hud 12 addicts. Irhid 11, 
Ruwcishcd 3 and Kerak. 1. 

According lo Dr Hniem El 
Sharif, a psychiatrist, a person 
is an addict if he experiences 
’physical' withdrawal manifes¬ 
tations” after he slops taking 
drugs. This period of cessation 
is variable and starts with what 
Americans call the "cold tur¬ 
key" feeling, weakness, watery 
eyes, diarrhea and nausea. 

Alcoholism, on the other 
hand, refers to those dependent 
on alcohol to such an extent as 
10 produce physical or menial 


ill-health or interference with 
interpersonal relationships and 
normal socio-economic 

functioning. 

The progression from heavy 
lo excessive drinking intro¬ 
duces the concept ol "toler¬ 
ance" as Dr El Sharif stales, 
where consequent Jy Ihe person 
has to drink more to reach (he 
same eflcci as before. 

"Of the most significant tell¬ 
tale signs." added Dr El Sherif. 
"is ihe necessity of drinking 
first thing in the morning and 
the development of a craving 
for alcohol.” Alcohol abuse, as 
viewed hy him. is one ol the 
most severe addictions due to 
the fact that it really takes a 
lone time of heavy drinking lo 
become an alcoholic, almost 
five years, and when this is 
achieved, quitting is very 
difficult. 

On the other hand, drug 
addiction mainly includes, opi¬ 
ate. cocaine, amphetamines 
stud hallucinogenic drugs. Opi¬ 
ates consist of the pute I'orm- 
hcroin. morphine and equiva¬ 
lent synthetic drugs. Some 
addicts, here, belong lo the pro¬ 
fessions. e.g medical nr dental, 
who have easy access, how¬ 
ever. ihe majority are u! psy¬ 


chopathic or unstable personal¬ 
ities. Morphine and heroin 
addiction occurs easily because 
of their euphoriant properties, 
the development of tolerance 
and the psychological and 
physical dependence that read¬ 
ily develops. Addiction, may 
first be recognized at a late 
stage, only alter the patient has 
heen admitted in hospital and 
when withdrawal signs appear, 
which is 12 to 4S hours after 
initial withdrawal. 

Addiction to morphine and 
heroin is often accompanied by 
addiction to cocaine, a stimu¬ 
lant causing that "high" feel¬ 
ing. excitement and remarkJble 
increase in energy. Dr El Sherif 
describes. Intoxication, in this 
case, leads to hallucinations 
hui withdrawal effects do not 
tend to he marked. 

Amphetamines, also stimu¬ 
lants.' were formerly pre¬ 
scribed for the treatment of 
depression. On addiction, 
behavioral disturbances may 
result oil withdrawal accompa¬ 
nied with severe depression or 
paranoid psychosis. 

Hallucinogenic drugs, used 
tn psychotherapy because of 
the claims that they enhance 
the recall uf earlier experi¬ 


ences, include LSD and canna¬ 
bis (hashish or marijuana). 
These enhance the sensory, 
especially visual, perception 
leading to visual hallucinations 
and depersonalization. 

‘Technically speaking ” says 
Dr El Sharif, "although it is 
correct that neither LSD nor 
hashish lead to true depen¬ 
dence. they can provide psy¬ 
chotic states.” 

With regards to the behavior 
of a person on drugs. Dr Al 
Khateeb. a professor of special 
education at Ihe University of 
Jordan, indicated thar the 
response depends partially on 
the personality structure. 
‘‘Many studies have indicated 
that drug abusers are more 
prone to psychological stress 
and neurotic behavior.” 

Traditional psychological 
therapeutic methods have not 
been very effective for treat¬ 
ment and "prevention after all 
is obviously better than treat¬ 
ment." Treatment, however, 
usually starts at the hospital by 
detoxification with gradual 
incremental decrease in drug 
dosage and substitution with 
methadone after which behav¬ 
ior therapy and group therapeu¬ 
tic and counseling sessions arc 
conducted. 

With regards to drug educa¬ 
tion programs directed towards 
the general public. Dr Al Kha¬ 
teeb warns that extreme care 
should he exceeded in this 
regard, since some, informa¬ 
tion companies in the past were 
blamed for the increase in drug 
abuse in same counines "Pub¬ 
lic education is noi sufficient.’’ 
he states, “since the society- 
should first lackle the main rea¬ 
sons behind abuse.” 

Dr El Sharif aJded that an 
addict that has just passed 
through the withdrawal stage 
suffers from "behavioral vacu¬ 
ums.” and unless the time for¬ 
merly spent in search for drugs 
is filled up with an alternative 
behavior, the person is most 
likely lo return to drags. 

As long as the use of any 
substance, whether it be ulco- 
hul or any other drug, is serv¬ 
ing a need, real or imagined, 
that is not being met in some 
other way, some will definitely 
use it unwisely. It is important 
to recognize that even if the 
wave of a magic wand could 
make all these substances dis¬ 
appear. something else would 
take their place, perhaps more 
acceptable, perhaps less! ■ 



• Reading on ihe street! The Jordanian public appear to be confused because of 
the abundance of newspapers that arc currently available. Stories about anything and 
everything are coming through thick and fast. It’s a matter of making the right 
choice. Phptbh) Kuad Jbour 
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Refugees: Will they ever return home? 


Returnees negotiator 

No peace without 
solving refugee 
issue 


AMMAN’ (Start— Dr Asu’ud Abdel Rahman, the Palestin¬ 
ian official responsible for the ’file of the returnees', said 
in a press conference at the Palestine National Council in 
Amman, dial the issue ol relusers and displaced persons is 
a fundamental part of the Palestinian question. 

Dr Abdel Rahman, who is also member at the Executive 
Committee of the PLO. described the current situation 
concerning the stalled peace process us deteriorating and 
not "frozen" as some claim. 

When the Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
came to [lower he claimed he is searching for peace. But, 
Dr Abdel Rahman sjid dial "the Palestinian leadership 
Cannot judge tilings according lo ’words.’” He added "the 
leadership is concerned with self-determination and the es¬ 
tablishment ol an independent Palestinian state with Jeru¬ 
salem as its capital." 

While Ihe Israeli government seeks to convince the 
whole world that it adheres to peace agreements, it is uy- 
mg in impose iLs conditions like the redeployment of the 
Israeli troops in Hebron. 

"The Palestinian leadership will never accept any meas¬ 
ure or amendments that would reverse (he previous peace 
agreements with Israel," Dr Abdel Rahman said. The Pal¬ 
estinian side, he continued, "has signed these accords with 
the previous Israeli government, the Labor Party." Hence, 
the present government has "an obligation to these peace 
principles since any attempt to reevaluate these accords 
means going back lo 'point zero’, something which is 
strongly rejected by Palestinians." 

Criticizing the Israeli colonial policies in Palestine. Dr 
Abdel Rahman said "this is a dangerous issue. Colonialism 
means confiscating more lands so that we will eventually 
have tui areas lo negotiate on." 

The latest Israeli practices in Jerusalem and deporting 
Palestinians out ol thcii homes in Jerusalem including the 
seizure of their identity cards, “means a reversal of the 
peace process and not only freezing iL" he said. 

The daily situation ul the Palestinian people is described 
by Dr Abdel Rahman lo be on "the threshold of an explo¬ 
sion that could happen any time." He confirmed it is a re¬ 
sult of the closure of the West Bank and Gaza and delay in 
withdrawal from Hebron. 

Abdul Rahman said the increasing level of unemploy¬ 
ment in Gaza Strip and tne Palestinian territories, particu¬ 
larly in refugee camps, will lead lo further frustration with 
people loosing their patience.” 

The Palestinians, being oppressed and humiliated by Is¬ 
rael, will "no longer bear such actions and wc might wit¬ 
ness another ’uprising.”' Dr Abdel Rahman slated. 

The PNA leader Yasser Arafat stated that Israel must 
hand back Hebron. "This is our leadership position, which 
also can be applied to other issues, we stick to our national 
rights." 

Dr Abdel Rahman denied that there is a crisis of confi¬ 
dence between the Palestinian leadership and the people. 
"We all do our best to push forward the peace agreements 
in reach the final stages.” 

Concerning the issue of UNRWA, its financial crises 
and the services given to Palestinian refugees. Dr Abdul 
Rahman said that the difficult situation in refugee camps 
in Jordan, the West Bank and Gaza may speed up the 
"eruption ol the people." 

However. Dr Abdul Rahman appreciated ihe role played 
by HRH Crown Prince Hassail, the Regent and the Jorda¬ 
nian government and praised the role of Arab countries in 
hosting Palestinians and to donor states in continuing to 
provide financial aid for the Palestinian refugees. 

The Palestinian leadership says that UNRWA must con¬ 
tinue to exist and increase its services to the Palestinians 
until a final solution to the Palestinian question can be 
reached. 

The UNRWA extraordinary conference which was held 
in Amman recently, "succeeded in putting a temporary so¬ 
lution to UNRWA's financial crisis and given assistance 
and services lo Palestinians inside and outside Palestine," 
Dr Abdel Rahman continued. If this conference had failed, 
then ’Ihe situation could have been very dangerous, lead¬ 
ing to an immediate outburst" 

Speaking about ihe Conference of "Return and self- 
determination" which was organized by Arab and Palestin¬ 
ian personalities. Dr Abdul Rahman said this conference 
"will be within the framework of PLO." ■ 


Regional cooperation for 
cancer treatment at Al Amal 


.AMMAN—Al Amal Medical Center is organizing a regional 
meeting tomorrow in which Jordan, Palestine, I-ebanon, 
Syria, Saint Jude Hospital and the American-Syrian Leba¬ 
nese Charity Society. 

Participants will discuss the possibility of using the center 
regionally to benefit from its services. 'Iltey will also discuss 
the possibility of accrediting the Department of Planting 
Bone Marrow at the fully equipped center to cover the needs 
or planting hone marrow for children and especially those 
affected with Thalassemia that is centered in the 
Mediterancan. 

The needs of ihe Arab region in the field uf children cancer 
will be reviewed as well as the medical experiences of saint 
Jude Hospital especially that the percentage of cure in this 
hospital has risen from 82 percent to 90 percent in the field of 
children cancer. ■ 


Palestinians battle Israeli 
soldiers 


Continued from page 1 
ago. 

In Cairo, the Arab League 
said in a prepared statement 
that h was "following with an¬ 
ger what the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion authorities are duing” to 
•‘wipe out its Arab and Islamic 
sites.” 

Netanyahu, who gave the 
final order lor Tuesday’s 
work and left the country im¬ 
mediately afterward for a Eu¬ 


ropean diplomatic tour, dis¬ 
counted the criticism and por¬ 
trayed the tunnel as a boon to 
Arabs as much as Jews. 

The picture at the scene did 
not look quite that way Tues¬ 
day. When a Muslim prayer 
leader. Sheik Jamal ’Vai, 
walked through the new iron 
door to inspect the tunnel, the 
Associated Press reported, a 
police officer shouted at him: 
"You can’i go in there." ■ 
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"With alt this miaht. I can really let him have it!" "Shame on you. Saddam!" 


Our Say. 


Second Intifada? 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu could not have picked a least ap¬ 
propriate time to give the go-ahead to continue excavation work underneath the Al 
Hamm Al Sharif area. Angry Palestinian reaction to this audacious move is under¬ 
standable to say the least. Ever since the Likud leader came to power, he has been 
giving one wrong signal after the other to the Palestinians and the world at large. 

This latest attempt to challenge the feelings of both Muslims and Christians, espe¬ 
cially the Arab inhabitants of occupied East Jerusalem, unveils the true agenda of 
the Israeli government and confirms without doubt that the Middle East process has 
lost its way and could be lost altogether unless something is done. 

The Palestinian protest, which was met by-force by the Israeli army, has so far re¬ 
sulted in the death of at least four people and many injuries. Mr Netanyahu cannot 
claim that his government is committed to peace with the Palestinians while his acts 
show' otherwise. 

The latest flagram challenge coincided with Mr Netanyahu’s visit to a number of 
European cities" The aim of that visit was to assure concerned European leaders that 
his government was committed to its agreements with the Palestinians. But whether 
Mr Netanyahu expected Palestinian reaction or not. the wave of violence has weak¬ 
ened his position both abroad and at home. For many of his supporters and critics, 
Mr Netanyahu has fallen into a trap of his own making. 

On the other hand, Palestinian leader Mr Yasser Arafat, who feels humiliated and 
angered by Israel's decision to expand settlement activities in the West Bank, the 
delay in redeploying Israeli troops in the Hebron area and mounting attempts to 
change the Arab character of Jerusalem, is justified in calling for a popular backlash 
against such measures. A second Palestinian Intifada becomes less of a free choice 
everyday and more of a pressing reality. 

The Israelis, who voted in Mr Netanyahu by an insignificant margin, should unite 
now and express their indignation at the way their prime minister is gambling: away 
the dividends of peace that his predecessors had earned for their country. 

Today, Israel is feeling a creeping international isolation because of the stalemate 
in the peace process, there is a growing tension with Syria which could easily turn 
into a full-fledged war and mostof all it is antagonizing the very people it claims to 
want to live in peace with. The policies of the Israeli government are leaving little 
options for the Palestinians and a very small room for maneuverability for its own 
negotiators. 

The peace process was launched to end Arab-Israeli hostility on the basis of land- 
for peace. The pre\ ious Israeli government was moving in earnest to expand the 
peace agreements it signed to include Syria and Lebanon. It was honoring its agree¬ 
ments with the Palestinians. Jerusalem was to be discussed in the final phase of ne¬ 
gotiations. But today the peace process is a thing of the past—no thanks to sweet- 
talking Mr Netanyahu who is pushing this region back into the abyss. ■ 


Gunmen kill 21 at Sunni mosque in Pakistan 


kill 


By John-Thor Dahlburg 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

NEW DELHI—Rivalry between two Muslim 
sects in Pakistan erupted again in murderous vio¬ 
lence last Monday as masked gunmen opened fire 
on worshippers at a Sunni mosque, slaying 21 
people, many of them boys from a religious 
school, as they prayed. 

The blood bath in Multan, a city in the eastern 
province of Punjab, came one day after the killing 
of a leader of the minority Shiite sect in a town 
6G miles to the south. 

Infuriated by the attack on their sanctuary. 
Sunnis in Multan came out on the streets to stone 
Shiite neighborhoods, shout ami-Shiite slogans 
and block roads with burning tires, witnesses 
said. 

The back-to-back incidents highlighted the in¬ 
creasingly hostile relations between militants of 
the two rival branches of Islam in a country 
founded nearly a half-century ago so the subcon¬ 
tinent’s Muslims would have a state of their own. 
Elsewhere in Pakistan, in the town of Lark an a. 
ancestral home of the family of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, police battled followers of her es¬ 
tranged brother and political rival Murtaza. who 
was slain by police in Karachi last Friday in still 


murky circumstances. 

Some commentators predicted Murtaza Bhut¬ 
to’s death would further erode the mandate of his 
sister, whose leadership of Pakistan since 1993 
has seen a sharp downturn in the economy and in¬ 
creasing lawlessness in much of the country. 

Witnesses said early morning prayers had just 
started at Multan's Masjid Al Khair when the 
armed men invaded the mosque and showered the 
worshippers with submachine-gun fire. The gun¬ 
men. said to number four, managed to escape. 

All of the victims were Sunnis, the majority de¬ 
nomination in Pakistan. According to hospital of¬ 
ficials, many of the slain worshippers were stu¬ 
dents, ages 10 to 16. from the religious school 
next to the mosque. Al least 33 people were 
wounded in the fusillade, many of them seriously, 
and the death toll was expected to rise. 

The matting where the Sunnis had been been 
praying was soaked with blood. The dead, their 
faces covered with cloths, were wheeled away in 
handcarts. Friends and survivors sobbed at the 
sight. 

There was no immediate claim of responsibility, 
but authorities said they believed the attack was 
in retaliation for the murder of the Shiite leader in 
Bawahalpur the previous day. ■ 
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Middle East perspectives 

Arafat’s dilemma is one 
of perception 


By Ray Hanania 

THERE IS an old saying in 
public relations: you" cannot 
advocate the reality, unless 
you live the perception. 

Much like a desert Oasis, 
success and failure sometimes 
have nothing to do with reali¬ 
ty. 

Such is the problems that 
Palestinian President Yasir Ar¬ 
afat laces as he struggles to 
lead his people to statehood, 
for the first time in the hi>tor> 
of the human race. 

Arafat is learning that the 
ball game of politics and nego¬ 
tiations are plaid by a hand¬ 
book drafted, edited and trans¬ 
lated by the Americans. 


Israel plays by those rules, 
as do most other nations who 
have overcome obstacles to es¬ 
tablish themselves as world 
leaders and powers. 

But not the Arab World, 
which continues to place its 
dreams against ihe failed track 
record of its recent history . 

The Arab World stumbled 
out of an era of European colo¬ 
nialism seeking freedom and 
independence, only to discover 
that its own leaders had re¬ 
placed the colonialists with a 
colonialism of their own. 

Such are the Arab World 
parents of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. autocrats. dictators, 
strongmen, and monarchs. 

From this unlikely recipe. 


Arafat is expected to weave a 
sweater of freedom, liberty 
and national independence? 

Arafat cannot achieve his 
goals by playing politics the 
old-fash ion Arab way. 

There can be no Palestinian 
state to emerge from the dis¬ 
mal trail of empty rhetoric and 
hyperbole that characterizes 
his speeches, policies and the 
lessons he learned. 

Instead. Arafat has to team 
to break away from Middle 
East failure, and focus on the 
successful techniques that re¬ 
sulted in the founding of Is¬ 
rael. and other Western na¬ 
tions. 

Most of all. Arafat and the 
so-called Palestinian National 
Authority, desperately needs a 
lesson in public relations. 

Arafat has failed by not 
properly defining his goal of 
“an independent Palestinian 
State.” 

The world still views this 
objective as the natural birth 
of the Palestinian revolution, 
which is remembered more for 
the acts of terrorism and bra¬ 
vado than it is for its justifica¬ 
tion. 

And Arafat confronts Israel 
on issues that he should win. 
he finds himself losing the 
battle because Israel better un¬ 
derstands the issues of public 
media manipulation, and they 
can better “frame" their mes¬ 
sage to the world masses. 

For example, the latest fight 
between Arafat and Natenya- 
hu. while intensely complex to 
negotiators, is at best a public 
relations battle: Natenyahu is 
turning away from the peace 
process while Arafat begs for 
it hat in hand. 

Instead of portraying him¬ 
self as the champion of free¬ 
dom. Arafat appears as a weak 
leader, and thereby gives the 
public room to become skepti¬ 
cal of his charges that Naten¬ 
yahu is 3nti-peace. 

A strong public relations 


campaign would cast Natenya¬ 
hu as an anti-peace, extremist 
leader who could plunge the 
Middle East and the world 
into the final Armageddon. 

Natenyahu sings the public 
relations chorus better than 
Arafat for several reasons: 
he’s a seasoned ball player 
who understands that the me¬ 
dia view begins and ends in a 
New York studio; he has 
greater flexibility of travel; 
and. he strikes a more appeal¬ 
ing image with his chiseled 
profile and smooth English. 

Arafat, on the other hand, is 
still wearing those military 
khakis causing many Ameri¬ 
cans to wonder if he even has 
them washed. 

Arafat is not living his role. 

In order to be a leader, you 
must act like a leader. 

And. just as important, you 
must also live like a leader. 

His poverty image as a 
"revolutionary of the people" 
may go over well in the Gaza 
Strip, but it so injures his 
cause elsewhere in the world 
you have to wonder if he and 
his aides even understand the 
significance of “image.” 

In politics, at the local or 
the international level, you 
have to “look” like a winner to 
“be" a winner. 

Perception is reality. 

Arafat can change how the 
public perceives himself and 
his cause. It's not difficult. 

But he has to make a real 
effort to push aside many of 
his high profile advisers, and 
replace them with people who 
understand what needs to be 
done. ■ 

Ray Hanania is an award 
winning journalist and au¬ 
thor. His book, I’m Clad I 
Look Like a Terrorist: Grow¬ 
ing Up Arab in America will 
be published this month. His 
columns are archived at 
http://www.usg.org 



Western dominance and 


the geopolitics of Islam 


By Richard Falk 

HUNTINGTON’S “CLASH of civiliza¬ 
tions" is gcopolitically blind, failing to 
note in relational terms, the defining politi¬ 
cal and structural links between Istem and 
the West during the course of the century, 
and previously. Without delving into the 
substantive complexity of each dimension 
of this inter-civilization relationship, the 
main instances are as follows: European 
medieval crusades: European colonial rule 
and encroachment; Western dependence 
for prosperity on cheap, abundant supplies 
of oil; the establishment and security of Is¬ 
rael in the second spiritual heartland of Is¬ 
lam, entered in Jerusalem. 

There are two closely related aspects of 
this structure: geographically. Islam has 
mainly mean: for the West, the Arab Mid¬ 
dle East, but not exclusively, as the en¬ 
counters with Iran suggest; politically, the 
assertion of nationalism in Islamic coun¬ 
tries has been consistently perceived in this 
period as threatening to Western interests 
whether it has taken a secular <Mossadegh. 
Nasser) or religious form. 

Upholding Western interests has re¬ 
quired an array of ideological rationaliza¬ 
tions: to contain Soviet expansion, to con¬ 
tain “Islamic fundamentalism." to resist 
terrorism. As a result, the encounter be¬ 
tween the West and Islam has been ex¬ 
pressed on the Western side in normative, 
value-laden, and one-sided language ex¬ 
pressive of a supposed project to promote 
secularism in the Arab world, an encour¬ 
agement of political moderation, constitu¬ 
tionalism. democracy, and human rights. 
As relations with several Gulf countries 
demonstrate, however, religious govern¬ 
ance poses no intrinsic obstacle to positive 
political relations w ith the West if the rul¬ 
ing elites obediently serve Western inter¬ 
ests. 

It is against this background that the 
“world order" has been politically con¬ 
structed by the Euro-American West to re¬ 
strict drastically, if not exclude, meaning¬ 
ful Islamic participation in global 
governance structures. For instance, the 
permanent membership of the Security 
Council includes no Islamic country al¬ 
though the faith of Islam is strongly held 
by more than one billion persons and is 
predominant in some 45 member coun¬ 
tries. In contrast, four of five permanent 
members are adherents of Christian civili¬ 
zation. a disproportion that corresponds 
neither with demography, geography, eco¬ 
nomic performance, or even influence. 

In other words, if evaluated on a civili- 
zational basis the United Nations is dan¬ 
gerously imbalanced in relation to the cir¬ 
cumstances and beliefs of the peoples of 
the world. Of course, it is this imbalance 
that has allowed the Christian West to op¬ 
erationalize for five decades the geopoli¬ 
tics of dominance in relation to Islamic 
concerns, most spectacularly with respect 
to ihe role of Israel—its long refusal to im¬ 
plement Palestinian claims as endorsed by 
the United Nations and its covert acquisi¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons without provoking 
a storm of imerventionary opposition. 

Let it be understood, also, that Western 


dominance has been facilitated, even fi¬ 
nanced. by the passivity, co-option, and 
collaboration of critical Islamic centers of 
potential resistance, especially Western- 
oriented governments and a lack of practi¬ 
cal solidarity among Islamic governments 
when civilizaiional values are menaced. 
What Islamic solidarity has been fashioned 
over the years is often of an empty rhetori¬ 
cal variety, which when repeatedly not fol¬ 
lowed up. can be safely ignored. 

Those various factors that constitute a 
geopolitical pattern have been evident in 
relation to the unfolding ordeal of Bosnia 
in the 1990s. The West was content to al¬ 
low the conflict to simmer, to remain "im¬ 
partial" in the presence of massive ethnic 
cleansing of Muslim areas, and to accept 
the Serb destruction of a plural, tolerant 
Sarajevo, and Islam has neither exhibited 
the will nor the competence to produce a 
.significant response. 

To the extent diplomacy was contrived 
to ensure the containment of the conflict, 
the one European with the most at stake 
was virtually excluded from the diverse 
channels of diplomacy: namely. Turkey. 
Croaiia had Germany. Serbia had Russia, 
but Bosnia, whose government maintained 
its multi-religious and ethnically plural or¬ 
ientation despite the most extreme provo¬ 
cations. was without a sponsor on the dip¬ 
lomatic stage even though it was the most 
victimized country in the aftermath of Yu¬ 
goslav disintegration. When “a contact 
group” was formed to coordinate European 
diplomacy, the United States and Russia 
were included along with Germany. 
France, and the United Kingdom, but not 
Turkey. Turkey had been strongly support¬ 
ed. even subsidized, during the Cold War 
as a critical member of the NATO alliance, 
but in Bosnia where Turkey's interests are 
geographic, historic, ethnic, religious, civ¬ 


ilizations!. and strategic, it is excluded 
from significant participation, and has ap¬ 
peared To acquiesce in this result. The ef¬ 
fect is to ratify the Euro-American geopoli¬ 
tics of Islamic exclusion. 

Not only is this fact of geopolitics worth 
commenting upon when contemplating the 
future of inter-civilizalionai relations, but 
also the silence of the Islamic world cries 
out for explanation. It is accepted in global 
media and academic circles as “natural" to 
exclude Turkey even in a NATO setting, 
despite the obvious presence of more di¬ 
rect Turkish strategic interests than those 
of any other NATO member. Undoubted¬ 
ly, Turkey's eagerness to be admitted to 
the European Union encourages its accep¬ 
tance of geopolitics-as-usua]. If inter- 
civilizaiional relations are to avoid the 
clash and dominance scenarios, then a geo¬ 
politics of inclusion must be envisioned 
and championed as an alternative to the 
present, world order with its post-colonial 
residues of Euro-American dominance. A 
critical reflection on the fate of Bosnia 
could be a useful starting-point finking the 
ordeal of a particular instance with the 
more veiled oppressiveness of a general 
structure. The geopolitical “sacrifice" of 
Sarajevo, the embodiment of Balkan cos¬ 
mopolitanism, represents the most callous 
disregard of humane values in Europe 
since the 1930s when these same European 
powers closed their borders to Jews fleeing 
Nazi persecution.! 

Richard Falk is a Professor of Inter¬ 
national Law at the Princeton Universi¬ 
ty. He is a distinguished political thinker 
and social analyst who has written a 
great deal on issues related to US for¬ 
eign policy. 




Equal 

worth 


IT IS the same issues: 
bravado and pseudo- 
nationalism. Our breth¬ 
ren intellectuals in the 
Arab world, only talk 
about relations with the 
fellow Muslims world. 

Pragmatically, if an 
Arab country can guaran¬ 
tee a deal of some sort 
with other partners from 
other areas, then it 
should do it alone. We 
have learned at school 
about common territory, 
religion, custom, and lan¬ 
guage as folkloric mani¬ 
festations and insuffi¬ 
cient to provide basis for 
uniLy. Why shouldn’t an 
Arab country do what it 
thinks is right without in¬ 
terference from others? 

Al this historical state 
of Arab existence, we 
should count ourselves 
lucky that dissent to 
Arab unity is still within 
the confines of apprehen¬ 
sion. The serious prob¬ 
lem in this reasoning will 
remain in the fact that we 
are unable to transform 
our demands of equal 
chances and opportuni¬ 
ties. from the developed 
world, into that of equal 
worth. 

It is not a chance that 
we need from the civil¬ 
ized world to respect our 
contribution. The sad 
part is that the pattern set 
for the world to enter the 
next millennium is clear 
for the Arabs. 

For a start, the US will 
soon.be the center of op¬ 
erations for its own re¬ 
gion. composed of Cana¬ 
da and the countries of 
the Organization of 
American States. leaving 
the whole world for its 
own devices, save for the 
protection of strategic 
energy supplies which 
can be protected by re¬ 
mote command, or even 
by one or two proxies as 
the occasion may arise. 
America has neither the 
capability to remain the 
policeman of the world, 
nor the provider of com¬ 
fort to the dwindling dic¬ 
tatorships. The EU is 
very clearly oppressed 
with its own problems. 

However, there is a 
consensus among Euro¬ 
peans that individual 
problems can be solved 
through the collective 
European perspective. 
Fortress Europe is on the 
rise, and with it the wail 
of exclusivity and homo¬ 
geneity of an abstract 
European culture. It is 
only fair to talk about 
culture, for the economic 
foundations and political 
institutions were laid 
down some time ago, at 
an era when most of our 
region was composed of 
colonies. South East 
Asia, in addition to Aus¬ 
tralia. is also a viable and 
strong political and eco¬ 
nomic block. A common¬ 
wealth is emerging very 
strongly in that part of 
the globe. 

Our attempts of unity 
have either failed be¬ 
cause they were created 
out of ideological spite, 
or because our mentality 
did not evolve beyond 
the legacy of the lines 
drawn in the desert 
sands. It is not poverty 
that should unite us. nei¬ 
ther need, nor a common 
enemy, but definitely, 
sense of our global worth 
and self-respect. 

Realism dictates that 
we should realize facts 
on the ground. Israel is 
part of the region, and 
Turkey and Iran are ma¬ 
jor actors in the history 
of the Middle East. Our 
outlook must be linked 
to our objective exis¬ 
tence. The mechanisms 
that wc should create to 
partake in the civiliza¬ 
tion dialogue in all its di¬ 
mensions must be built 
on concrete objectives 
rather than wishful as¬ 
sumptions. Our common 
problems can be solved 
through a collective Arab 
effort, and the institu¬ 
tions for that must be 
built very quickly. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ Sales of xhc National 
Textiles anti Plastic 
Industries Co., reached 
JD 234.5000 over the 
first half of this year. 
Rights of its sharehold- 
crs until last June were 
JD 105 million, and its 
budget by the end of this 
period was JD 3.57 mil¬ 
lion. Its fixed assets by 
the end of last year were 
about JD 2.7 million. 

■ The Jordan National 
Shipping Lines Co., 
earned JD 730.000 in the 
first half of this year. 
The company's deposits 
until last June were 
about JD 5.8 million, 
making 76*5f» of its traded 
assets. Company's profit 
during the first half of 
this year was about JD 
609.3000 and its budget 
in the same period was 
JD 21.5 million. 

■ The Public Mining 
Co., recorded net losses 
estimated at JD 33,000 
over the first half of this 
vear compared with 

profits of JD 193.000 in 
the same period last 
year. 

Company sales in the 
same period were JD 
422,000, a drop of 
33.5 *Sj against the same 
period last year. The 
company's paid-up capi¬ 
tal is JD 1 million. 

■ The director of the 
Statistics Department at 
the Ministry of Tourism, 
Mr Haidar AI Qsous said 
that the volume of hotel 
investments in the King¬ 
dom during the first 
eight months of this year 
exceeded JD 100 mil¬ 
lion; 45 hotels were built 
over this year, 25 of 
which started operating 
by the beginning of the 
year. 

The capacity of the 25 
hotels is 2002 rooms and 
the number of workers 
reached 1596 employ¬ 
ees, Al Qsous said. 

Licenses were 

recently offered to four 
local companies to build 
four hotels in the Dead 
Sea area al a cost of JD 
50 million. 

■ The sales of the Jor¬ 
dan Tobacco and Cigar¬ 
ettes Co., showed that its 
sales over the first half 
of this year reached JD 
39.2 million. “This is a 
drop of 21 compared 
with the same period last 
year. Profits reached JD 
389.7000. 

■ Sales of the Arab 
Electrical Industries 
reached JD 574.4000 in 
the first half of this year. 
It made a net profit of JD 
105.000 dinars. Its assets 
were JD 3.65 million. 
The company's budget is 
7.4 million. 
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Industrial sector records high growth average 

Foodstuff exports estimated 

at JD 100 million 


AMMAN (Sur)—Over the 
first half of this vear, the in¬ 
dustrial sector in the King¬ 
dom generated high yields 
compared with the same peri¬ 
od Iasi year. 

The chairman of the Am¬ 
man Chamber of Industry, 
Khaldoun Abu Has.san said 
he is satisfied with the 
growth of the industrial sec¬ 
tor. Industrial output indica¬ 
tors for the major industries 
recorded 447 points com¬ 
pared with 353 points in the 
first half of 1995. 

The industrial sector has 
become the major contributor 
to the economy and the main 
force behind the Gross Do¬ 
mestic Product tGDP). 

Industrial output is mainly 
focused on readymade wear, 
textiles, chemical industries, 
pharmaceuticals, cement, pe¬ 
troleum by-products, paper 
and cardbox. electricity, fod¬ 
der. paintings and batteries. 

_ Total exports over the first 
five, months of this year were 
at JD 365 million against JD 
337 million in the same peri¬ 
od last year. "Regardless of 
the size of such increase, it is 
an indication of progress in 
export deals." Abu Hassan 
said. 

The number of industrial 
exporters at the Chamber of 
Industry reached 805 during 
the first half of this year 
compared with 787 exporters 
in 1995. 


Mr Abu Hossan said ‘This 
is another sign ol mature ex¬ 
porting mentality in Jordan 
and reflects the exporters* 
ambition to promote Jordani¬ 
an commodities in the exter¬ 
nal markets." 

The Jordanian economic 
framework is becoming ac¬ 
tive and the process of oper¬ 
ating industrial investments 
is being enhanced, as export¬ 
ers are fully aware of its im¬ 
portance in society. 

The Chamber of Industry 
keeps contact with exporters 
and provides them with ser¬ 
vices in order to simplify the 
export process in coordina¬ 
tion with customs depart¬ 
ments. 

Mr Abu Hassan appreciat¬ 
ed the latest measures an¬ 
nounced by Abdel Karim 
Kabariti government, con¬ 
cerning ‘The Green Lane,” 
which enables exporters to 
clear their imports at the cus¬ 
toms centre more quickly. 

Industrialists are also seek¬ 
ing the exemption of all in¬ 
dustrial components from 
fees and taxes. This is in the 
light of the government's ten¬ 
dency to liberalize trade from 
restrictions. Such policy will 
certainly help the manufac¬ 
turer boost his ability in the 
national and external mar¬ 
kets. 

Mr Abu Hassan stressed 
the chambers' keenness to 
help these companies to pro- 



Abu Hassan 

duce their own raw materials 
and encourage productivity. 

Jordanian exports are be¬ 
ing promoted because of 
their high quality standards, 
especially the industrial prod¬ 
ucts. Abu Hassan added. 

On another hand, a study 
was recently organized at the 
Jordanian Export Develop¬ 
ment & Commercial Centre 
Corporation (JEDCC). under 
the title “Evaluation ol Food¬ 
stuff industries in Jordan.” 

The study was prepared by 
JEDCC in cu-opcraiion with 
the UN Economic ami Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWAJ and the Jor¬ 
dan Agricultural Marketing 
Co. 

Dr Mohammed Al HaJav- 
qah. director uf JEDCC, said 
that this study covered more 


Al Halayqah 

thjn 11 foodstuff products, 
among them frozen meat, 
fresh meat, canned chicken 
and vegetables, I'jesh juice, 
vegetable oil and biscuits. 

The study aims al the fa¬ 
miliarization of the current 
situation of the foodstuff in¬ 
dustries sector in Jordan. It 
also seeks to promote such 
products in what it caJJs 
"nun-conventional markets" 
in addition to those of North 
Africa. Western and Eastern 
Europe. 

In this respect, the com¬ 
mercial legislations in these 
markets concerning rules and 
import procedures in these 
countries arc also given. 

Annins the major problems 
facing the sector of the food 
industry. Dr .41 Halayqah 
said, includes the standard 


qualifications, productivity, 
techniques used in manufac¬ 
turing. the need for technical 
and marketing data, packag¬ 
ing and the lack of special¬ 
ized technical and human re¬ 
sources. 

JEDCC has already carried 
out two projects covering the 
development of the market 
ing aspect of this sector in 
addition to boosting the stan¬ 
dard of foodstuff products 
through financial and techni¬ 
cal aid for five companies 
working in the field of food 
products. This will qualify 
local companies to produce 
their products according to 
ISO 9000 international speci¬ 
fications. 

Such a sector is given im¬ 
portance due to its role in 
improving the level of the 
Jordanian national income 
and creating job opportuni¬ 
ties, Dr Al Halayqah said 

The volume ol foodstuff 
exports Iasi year reached JD 
100 million, he maintained. 


Business Chronicle 


By MohammadAdawiya 


Inequitable subcontracting 

AS WE approach the two year anniversary of the Jordan* 
Israel peace treaty iOctober 1994). it is perhaps clearer than 
ever that the “match made in heaven" is not living up to all 
that was promised. 

Arguably, there is no more important single example of 
the problems associated with doing business with the Israelis, 
or local companies, than that of engaging in subcontracting 
^greements. Local businessmen, especially in the textiles 
^ustry. otten complain of the inequitable terms of such 
arrangements in this sector. 

, .„ A C _ 1 ^ cac ^ treaty has. among other things, revealed the 

T iS l,Vcness of doing business in Jordan for Israeli 
lexnle mmurMur,,. A , , hc hean of lhis fompcIilive aim . 

(age, l ° labor. Jordan hold, a quire distinct advan- 

ug e over IstmJj ana eve „ Pal , slinia „ labor cosls Producinc 

a parr of jeaffi.fcr es a „ p ,,; . COMS approxjmJtely s9 in ^ 
Palesuniait Temtones By conIrasl . a pair 01 - eans produccd 
,n Jordan only coa^$6. a0 cems. Such cosi savinas have 
made Israel. mamifaemKrs crrinmrcly eager to en.er inro sub- 
contracting arrongementswnh Jordanian firms 

Local industry, howe^docs n0 i view ,'hc relationship 
with quite the same enthusiasm. Citing low profitability 1 
well as a degrading employer^mptoyce relationship. Jorda¬ 
nian textile companies are decid^ l0 puss on ^ 
nity of entering into such agreements. Moreover, bv emetine 
into a subcontracting agreement, loe# fi rms mii ' lhe evc “ 
important reward of having their namer.piaced on the final 
garment. Such a relationship would only' qjiow Israeli firms 
to get larger and more dominant, whileLiprdanian firms 
remain small and relatively obscure...the very-flung the ireau 
was supposed to prevent. - M %i. 


New security law will \ 
activate AFM performance 


Coca-Cola takes lead 
in Russian market 


THE COCA-Cola Company, the world's larg¬ 
est soft drink company, is now the leading soft 
drink company in Russia. With i.3- to-1 vol¬ 
ume lead over its closest competitor. Coca-Cola 
is the choice of Russia's 150 million people. 

The announcement was made at the opening 
of a new bottling plant in Oryel, the 12th plant 
in Russia. The Coca-Cola Company announced 
that their market domination had been demon¬ 
strated during the previous 12 consecutive- 
months. 

Soft drink sales in Russia are fragmented, 
with approximately 35 percent of the sales held 
by international companies and Lhe remaining 
65 percent splintered among dozens of small, 
regional products. With a 10-year head start in 
the market, PepsiCo at one time had a 19 to-1 
lead over the Coca-Cola Company. However, 
that gap narrowed steadily as Coca-Cola 
increased its presence in the country. 

While acknowledging that “opportunities and 


challenges still remain" in lhe country. Neville 
Isdcll, senior vice president of The Coca-Cola 
Company and President of the Greater Europe 
Group, was thrilled with the progress made. 
"Our overall leadership in Russia is built 
around one of our unique strengths." said 
Isdell. "the ability to offer consumers the 
world's number one cola, orange and lemon- 
lime soft drinks." 

Philtipe Georgiou, Region Manager of Coca- 
Cola NearEast, expects to accomplish the same 
growth in Jordan. "As the world’s most popular 
soft drink company. Coca-Cola has repeatedly 
demonstrated the ability to move into a market 
and ultimately secure the lead position in that 
market. We saw that in the Middle East in the 
early 1990's and we are seeing it today in Rus¬ 
sia, l am confident," concluded Georgiou, "that 
we will see the same progression in Jordan, 
tomorrow." ■ 


Media conference to 
be held in Dubai 


As a part of its public activities to provide 
a forum for marketing, advertising and media 
executives in Lhe Arab World and the West, 
the Pan Arab Research Centre (PARC) is 
announcing its fourth Annual Media and 
Marketing Conference. It will be held this 
year under the title of "Marketing sciences; 
The dynamics of media and marketing ser¬ 
vices in the Arab World" 

The conference will be officially inaugu¬ 
rated by the UAE Undcr-Sccreutry of the 
Ministry of Information and Culture, His 
Highness Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zaycd Al 
Nhyyan. As in the past three years. Dubai 
(UAE) will be the venue or the conference 
which will be held between 6-8 October at 
the Holiday Inn Crown Plaza. 

In all its previous conferences held in 
Dubai, PARC's objectives were to discuss 
recent developments in Marketing, Media 
and Mass Communication Technologies. 
Today it is realized that for more than one 
generation, futurists and other leading edge 
pundits aerciss many fields have predicted the 


onset of a 'Marketing Age - in which, infor¬ 
mation, innovation and mass communication 
technologies will replace matter and energy 
as the primary resource to society. Among 
the most important developments of the past 
years is the widespread, if belated, recogni¬ 
tion that this prediction has finally come true. 

Today, there is a clear proliferation of the 
new marketing processing advancements 
being woven into social penetration, that is 
faring explicit considerations of these trans¬ 
formations and rendering what used to be a 
dream into a visible reality. 

In this conference, speakers will address 
topics which will cover the most important 
trends dealing with 'The dynamics of mar¬ 
keting services and the transfer of know-how 
and technology to the Arab World.' 

This conference is expected to be a unique 
opportunity for the audience to learn and 
exchange with colleagues working in similar 
disciplines in different environments, their 
competence, ingenuity and expertise. ■ 
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$15 million 
loan granted 
to Jordan 
Cement 
Factories 


A LOAN .agreement, 
signed recently at the 
headquarters or the Arab 
Bank, gives the Jordan 
Cement Factories Co^ 
(JCFC) $15 million to 
Upgrade its productive 
capacity and finance long¬ 
term projects. 

The loan which is man¬ 
aged by lhe Arab Bank is 
offered by a consortium of 
seven banks: The Housing 
Bank, British Bank of the 
Middle East, lhe Jordan 
Finance and Investment 
Bank, Jordan National 
Bank, Cairo-Amman 
Bank and the Exports and 
Finance Bank. 

JCFC produces four 
million tons of cement at 
its factories in Fuheis and 
Al Rashudia. 

By the end of 1995, its 
assets were JD 188 million 
and sales were JD 1U4 mil¬ 
lion. These were the result 
of selling 3.4 million tons 
of cement, 708,000 of 
which were exported. 

This loan is the first to 
be given to a company on 
personal warranty, and 
not a governmental guar¬ 
antee. It shows the credi¬ 
bility of the JCFC and its 
good financial and admin¬ 
istrative status. 

The loan was given in 
zbe US dollar but can be 
exchanged into the Jorda¬ 
nian dinar within two 
years. Such loans give flex¬ 
ibility to the borrower and 
enable the banks to use 
their resources according 
to available currencies. ■ 


AMMAN i Star.i— 

Commenting on the bids to pri-^ 
vatize the Amman Financial* 
market. Mr Mohammad Bahjat 
Al Bilbiesi, the head of AFM 
Brokers Association, said that 
a new securities law would be, 
a turning point. He said it 
would be an essential factor to 
boost the market. 

This step will also encourage 
foreign investors to enter the 
market with their heavy portfo¬ 
lios. Covering the defects of 
the current securities law. this 
new law will pave the way for 
a healthy and prosperous 
investment environment. Al 
Bilbiesi added. 

Under Lhe new law the name 
Amman Financial Market 
would become the "Jordan 
Stock Exchange." It would be 
completely owned by the pri¬ 
vate sector and managed by 
financial services companies 
rather than banking coopera¬ 
tion. It will have its separate 
system. The new law is tar¬ 
geted at "isolating" the stock 
exchange from governmental 
control. 

Its mission will be supervis¬ 
ing all securities and financial 
services through its own board 
of directors. 


The existence of a Brokers 
Association as is presently the 
case under the AFM will be 
changed in the new law. 
Licences for the stock 
exchange membership will be 
given by the capital corpora¬ 
tion. There will be a board for 
the stock exchange, elected by 
its members who are represen¬ 
tatives or agents for non¬ 
banking financial services 
companies (brokers agents and 
corporations for studies and 
analysis) Al Bilbiesi said. 

The former director of the 
AFM. Dr Umayah Toqan. had 
previously announced the fea¬ 
tures of the new law. which he 
describes "a step within the 
government tendency towards 
economic reform." 

The new law has been 
formed through a cooperation 
between the AFM. brokerage 
agents. Jordanian offices for 
legal consultations and experts 
from the world financial mar¬ 
kets. This consolidates co¬ 
operation between the Jordan 
government and the World 
Bank in the field of securities 
and developing programme of 
the financial sector in the King¬ 
dom, Dr Ummayah said. 

The chairman of the Arab 


Financial in vestments Corpora¬ 
tion ia brokerage firm) Moham¬ 
mad Qunrhawi praised the gov¬ 
ernment step to put this new 
law to organize the securities 
mark cl This is a positive step 
which we had long waited for. 
particularly in the light of pro¬ 
cedures adopted in interna¬ 
tional financial markets, where 
these markets are managed by 
the private sector together with 
the existence of government 
supervision, Mr Qamhawi 
added. 

Also dealers at the AFM. 
welcomed the discussion of the 
new securities law by the gov¬ 
ernment pointing out that this 
measure helps the Jordanian 
securities market to be amongst 
the major international stock 
exchanges and will reinforce 
. confidence in investing in Jor¬ 
danian securities, dealers said. 


Inauguration of American 
Business Center in 
Amman 

AMMAN tUSlSV—The American Business Center (ABC) 
was inaugurated last Sunday in a reception at the United 
States Embassy. The Business Center offers a variety of busi¬ 
ness services to Jordanian businesses which represent or wish 
to represent US firms. It will also assist US businesses in 
trade, investment and marketing activities in Jordan. 

The ABC has publishes a “quick reference" guide of ser¬ 
vices and progress offered to help US and 'Jordanian firms 
establish contacts and exchange trade opportunities. It also 
includes a description of services, publications and events 
offered by the ABC. The guide is available free of charge for 
any interested party. 

The American Business Center is located at the United States 
Embassy in Abdoun. The ABC may be contacted at Tel. 
820101, Fax: 820146 or ac Commercial ^ Nets. Com. JO. M 


• THE INDUSTRIAL. 
Commercial and Agricul¬ 
tural Co.. UCACj. which 
was established in 1961 is 
presently using the latest 
technical systems in order 
to provide the local and 
external markets with 
modernized technology to 
be ISO 9000 certified. 

Recently. IC.4C signed 
export contracts with Iraq 
at JD 3 million, in addition 
to its exports to Saudi 
Arabia. Yemen and 
Ukraine. 

Although the company 
has made profits of JD 
400.000 from these con¬ 
tracts, it has incurred losses 
of JD 685.000 during the 
first half this year. 

ICaC. which presently 
owns factories for chemical 
detergents and foodstuff, 
plans to raise its paid up 
capital from JD 5 million to 
JD 7.5 million. 

Its sales over lhe first 
half of this year reached 
about JD 5.03 million, and 
the eamine of sales was JD 
404,000. " 
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Ay man Yaghmour and his son stand in the ruins of 
their house that was demolished by the Israeli army in 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian academic calls for 
geological centers 

D Dr Mohammad Gfcrzai. a professor at (he Facuftx of 
Engineering at Al NJJ*’h University, called for establishing 
ecological center* He said that these centers can either 
work independently or as affiliates to university depart¬ 
ments. The purpose would be to conduct valuable studies 
in the Palestinian territories. 

The professor said that the geological issue is increas¬ 
ingly becoming vert important because of its direct con¬ 
nection to the land. He added that geology has much to do 
w .ii/j the Palestinian-lsraeli conflict. 

Due to the recent political changes and the existence of 
the Palestine National Authority iPNA). having such cen¬ 
ters can defend the Palestinian right to their own land. The 
job of the centers will be to counter other non-Palestinian 
researches which aim to strengthen the Israeli existence in 
the region. Moreover, what is important is that these cen¬ 
ters will work to reevaluate the research made by Jewish 
geologists. 

Projects at $6.9 million in Gaza 

■ Dr Khalid Nijim. the chairman of projects department 
at PECDaR. the Palestinian Agency for Development, 
said that there are 11 infrastructural projects that are under 
way in the Palestinian territories. Costing S6.9 million, 
these projects, which are mainly related to the sewage sys¬ 
tems. are being executed in the govemorates of the Gaza 
Strip of Beit Lahia. Jabalia. Beit Hanoon. Gaza and Rafah. 
The projects, which will take between two and eight 
months to complete, are being executed by Palestinian 
contractors and a Danish contracting company. Besides 
these, talks are going on to build nine schools and a clinic 
in Gaza Strip. The finance of these projects will be pro¬ 
vided by the World Bank. Dr Khaled added. 

Israel imports Jordanian fruits and 
vegetables 

■ The Israeli Ministry' of Agriculture recently allowed 
Israeli companies to import Jordanian fruits and vegeta¬ 
bles that are exempted from taxes. This is in line with the 
Jordanian-lsraeli agricultural agreement. The deadline for 
submitting applications is S October. Commodifies that 
arc allowed to be imported include tomatoes, cucumbers, 
peppers, apples and grapes. The Jordanian exporters are 
also allowed to import Israeli products such as mango and 
avocado on the condition that they export other items to 
Israel. 

Unstable Israeli conditions lead to 
decline in tourists 

■ According to a report published by the Israeli daily 
Yedioili Ahronot . the number of tourists to Israel is 
decreasing. This is attributed to unstable political 
developments. 

One of the travel operators in Israel said that tourism in 
Jerusalem went down by a third, and hotels up till June 
were empty. 

Four US groups have cancelled their trips to Israel for 
the next month claiming that "there is no stability in Israel, 
and we are afraid of visiting this area.*" a touristic agent 
said. 

The number of tourists who visited Israel until last June 
dropped by 23 percent compared with the same period last 
year. Because of losses many employees in travel agencies 
have become jobless. Also Al Al. the Israeli airline is suf¬ 
fering from high losses. 

New branches for Palestine Bank 

■ The Palestine Bank is planning to open new branches 
at the Palestinian territories and in Jordan, according to its 
chairman Mr Hashim AI Shawa. 

"We had recently called the Jordanian government and 
the governor of the Jordan Central Bank to allow us to 
open our branch in Jordan, but so far we received no 
answer.” Al Shawa S3id. The Palestine Bank granted loans 
and housing facilities at more than $50 million. In addi¬ 
tion. it paid taxes of $3.4 million to the PNA. Al Shawa 
added. 


Yeltsin’s surgery may be 
postponed as too risky 


By Richard Boudreaux 

LA Times- Washington Posi 
News Senice 

MOSCOW—In a sign that 
President Boris N. Yeltsin’s 
heart surgery may be postponed 
or even canceled, the doctor 
chosen for the job said that 
damage caused by the Russian 
leader's newly disclosed heart 
attack this summer might make 
the operation too risky or of lit¬ 
tle help. 

The assessment by Dr Renat 
Akchurin—coupled with a pes¬ 
simistic report by the Kremlin's 
chief physician—indicates that 
the doctors are resisting pres¬ 
sure from the 65-year-old Yelt¬ 
sin and his political aides to 
hurry a coronary' bypass 
operation. 

Until last Friday. Yeltsin's 
doctors had said little about his 
condition after the president's 5 
September announcement that 
he would undergo surgery at 
the end of the month. Their pre¬ 
liminary judgments are based 
on electrocardiograms and 
other tests Yeltsin had over the 
last week. 

A decision on the surgery is 
expected Wednesday or Thurs¬ 
day at a meeting of the doctors. 
They have invited the Ameri¬ 
can heart specialist Dr Michael 
DeBakcy to contribute his 
advice. 

Their decision will affect the 
political direction of this 
nuclear-armed nation, which is 
struggling to establish a democ¬ 
racy but lacks clear roles of 
presidential succession. 

If Yeltsin were judged unfit 
for surgery, ir is unlikely he 
would recover the vigor he 
needs to reassert full control 
over the government. A succes¬ 
sion struggle involving his 
prime minister, his security 
chief, his Communist foe and 
others—under way since he fell 
ill three months ago—would 
only intensify. 


Yeltsin and some advisers, 
particularly his chief of staff. 
Anatoly B. Chubais, favor 
prompt surgery, hoping to 
restore his health and authority. 
The president has said his other 
option, "to work passively.” is 
unacceptable. 

On Saturday. Chubais told a 
meeting of Russia's Demo¬ 
cratic Choice party: "Those 
politicians who believe that it 
is lime to take up starting posi¬ 
trons in a presidential cam¬ 
paign will very soon realize 
that they have jumped the gun. 

But Akchurin, who trained 
with DeBakey and is chief of 
cardiovascular surgery at Mos¬ 
cow's Cardiology Research 
Center, is building's subtle case 
in public against rushing to 
surgery. 

He infuriated the Kremlin by- 
disclosing in an interview with 
ABC News that Y'eltsin had 
suffered a heart attack this 
summer—sometime between 
the first round of presidential 
balloting 16 June and his re- 
election 3 July. In brief 
remarks Saturday, the 50-year- 
old surgeon insisted. "We saw- 
scars on the electaicardiogram” 
—evidence, he said, of fresh 
damage to Yeltsin's heart 
tissue. 

Although he did not treat 
Yeltsin's summer illness. 
Akchurin said the damage he 
detected last week could have 
resulted only from a recent 
heart attack. He said the dam¬ 
age “might be” a complication 
that would make Yeltsin's sur¬ 
gery risky or of little help. 

Akchurin did not elaborate 
on his risk assessment. But 
other specialists in Russia said 
they prefer to delay any heart 
surgery for six months after a 
heart attack to give the dam¬ 
aged tissue a chance to heal. 

Yeltsin was hospitalized 
twice last year for a constricted 
blood flow to the heart, and it 


is believed—but . . ___ 

never confirmed LUK 

by any doctor— 
that at least one of 
those episodes 
resulted in a heart 
attack. 

fn addition. Dr 
Sergei Mironov, 
the Kremlin's 
chief physician, 
has raised’ con¬ 
cerns that Yelt¬ 
sin's other organs 
may be too 
unhealthy to with¬ 
stand a heart 
operation. 

As apparent 
complications pro¬ 
long his pre¬ 
surgery stay in the 
Kremlin hospital, 

Yeltsin's media 
service keeps 
insisting that noth¬ 
ing is wrong. Last 
week it released 
silent film of a 
relaxed-looking 
president chatting 
and gesturing in a 
hospital meeting 
with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Viktor S. 
Chernomyrdin. 

Doctors kept 
Yeltsin in the hos¬ 
pital this weekend. 

"The Russian doctors are 
doing damage control.” said Dr 
Manuel Cerqueira. associate 
chief of cardiology at George¬ 
town University Medical Cen¬ 
ter in Washington. "They obvi¬ 
ously don't want anyone to 
think this is a slarp-dunk opera¬ 
tion and take the blame if he 
doesn't come out of it. And 
they're trying to get some out¬ 
sider opinions to support what 
they're saying, which is smart 
on their part.” 

While most Russian voters 
suspected this summer that 
something was wrong with 
Yeltsin's heart. Akchurin's dis- 
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closure of his attack caused a 
political storm. 

• Noting that the government 
had covered up the attack in the 
days before the runoff election 
between Yeltsin and their 
leader, the Communist Patty 
claimed again that Yeltsin is 
unfit to govern and demanded a 
new election. 

Under the constitution, the 
prime minister takes over and a 
new election must be held 
within three months after a 
president dies or becomes inca¬ 
pacitated. But nothing in the 
charter spells out who would 
decide on the president’s fit¬ 
ness to rule. 


Last week, presidential 
spokesman Sergei V. Yastr- 
zhembsky announced that Yelt¬ 
sin would sign a decree hand¬ 
ing Chernomyrdin full but 
temporary presidential powers 
before undergoing surgery. The 
spokesman said Yeltsin would 
sign another decree taking, his 
powers back as soon as he 
recovers. 

Meanwhile, a row is brewing 
in Moscow. The nationalist and 
communist deputies are very 
angry saying that Yeltsin 
should have disclosed the state 
of his health long ago and are 
calling for bis immediate 
resignation. 


The president of the Duma 
(Lower House). Mr Gucnnady 
Seleznev called *on Yeltsin to 
resign if he does not undergo 
heart surgery' soon. "In this 
case Yeltsin should himself ask 
to leave his duty." he said. 
"The situation in Russia is not 
conducive to a light work 
schedule." But observers argue 
that that Yeltsin has drawn up 
a constitution "to fit his own 
size;" he can go on ruling even 
for a few hours a day. delegat¬ 
ing responsibility to very' close 
advisors. He can't be made to 
leave but his departure must be 
voluntary. ■ 


Facing world’s pollution in the North 


By Howard Schneider 

LA Times Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

OTTAWA—Each summer in 
the fields of the American 
South, pesticide residue heats 
under the sun. rises and drifts 
north, swirling toward the top 
of the world. 

There, a molecular trickle of 
toxaphene. chlordane and other 
compounds condenses, falls to 
Earth and works through the 
food chain from fish, to seals 
and whales, to the lnuit and 
other Arctic-dwelling people 
who rely on the sea for most of 
their diet. 

When they found PCBs in 
polar bears and mercury in the 
umbilical cords of lnuit new¬ 
borns. it was. officials from the 
world's most northern countries 
said here this week, time to 
look seriously at protecting the 
Arctic from the effects of 
industrialization thousands of 
miles away. 

The “ice curtain" clearly had 
fallen. 

"The Arctic is more than 
myth and dreams. ... The fish 
and whales cany scary amounts 
of contaminants," Canadian 
Environment Minister Sergio 
Marchi told representatives of 
the eight "circumpolar" nations 
gathered here to begin a joint 
initiative on Arctic issues. "The 


Arctic is an early warning i- 

system for our 'planet. ... 
There is a link from the ‘ ' 

rice fields to the ice 
fields." 

The need to understand «■-. 
those connections, and the 
potential threat to Arctic Hg 
people if they are ignored. 
prompted representatives §3 
of Canada, the United igm 
States, Russia, Finland. §<■ 
Norway. Sweden. Iceland 
and Denmark to assemble 
here last Thursday and rap 
sign an agreement ere at- gfc, 
ing the Arctic Council. 

The group will have no 
formal power over its '• 
member nations. And 
while cooperative 

research on some environ- iagfl 
mental issues has been 
conducted for years '• • 
under a separate pact. „ 
there is no definite sense ^ av ‘ 
among members of the ur S* 
new council about how 
the information will be used. 

Scientifically, for example, 
health officials say they are 
hesitant to tell the lnuit and 
other native people not to eat 
seal and whale meat, because 
the other benefits of their fish- 
based diet still seem to out¬ 
weigh the risk of ingesting Arc¬ 
tic species whose fat cells accu¬ 
mulate reservoirs of pollutants. 

Politically, the issues become 
even more delicate, involving 
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Saving the north pole from ecological pollution is becoming an 
urgent concern for many states 


questions of how industry or 
consumers in North America, 
or throughout Europe, should 
react to pollution drifting from 
their cars and factories info a 
still largely uninhabited pan of 
the Earth. The group will not 
even meet again until 1998. 
after completion of environ¬ 
mental studies. 

But by uniting the countries' 
efforts on issues of economic 
development and cultural pro¬ 


tection as well as on environ¬ 
mental concerns, officials say 
they hope the new international 
‘panel will give some political 
punch to an area that, while 
harsh and isolated, is home to 
some of the world's most 
ancient cultures. 

The group will not. for exam¬ 
ple, be able to tell the United 
States whether to develop its 
most northern Alaskan oi 1 
reserves, or counsel Russia 


about how aggressively to 
mine for minerals in Siberia. 
But it may recommend meth¬ 
ods for minimizing the effect 
of such projects and spreading 
the work and benefits among 
native communities. 

"There is an image of this 
barren land that is very pristine 
and hardly anybody lives there, 
but in many ways it is not 
that,” said Mary Simon, Can¬ 
ada’s ambassador for circum¬ 
polar affairs. "You are talking 
about a much more severe cli¬ 
mate, but it does not stop peo¬ 
ple from being concerned 
about the environment, about 
(heir livelihoods ... their cultu¬ 
ral identity, their language." 

Hie area is massive, more 
than 2.3 million square miles in 
Canada's portion aione, which 
the country defines generally as 
any place north of 60 degrees 
latitude. Other countries set the 
boundary farther north, but the 
council's work will still encom¬ 
pass most of Alaska, much of 
Iceland and Greenland (a self- 
governing possession of Den¬ 
mark). the northernmost parts 
of Sweden, Finland and Nor¬ 
way, and a swath of Russia 
stretching around the globe to 
the Chukchi Sea. 

It is home to perhaps only 10 
million people. Some live in 
cities like Murmansk in Russia. 
Others, in the hundreds of 
thousands, are clustered in 


small villages, settlements 
where the hunting and cultural 
customs date back thousands ol 
years, and where reliable televi¬ 
sion service arrived only 
recently with satellite dishes. 

Groups representing the 
Arctic's native people regard 
the council's creation as 
something of a political break¬ 
through for them. 

Although the idea of an 
Arctic organization has been 
around for years, it was only 
with the end of the Cold War 
that it has become politically 
feasible. Security concerns 
have lessened in a region 
where the US and Russia 
nearly touch at the Bering 
Strait. Likewise, the breakup 
of the Soviet Union has made 
Russia more willing to discuss 
issues like atomic or mining- 
related pollution of its north¬ 
ern lands. 

For the native peoples, 
there is more complete repre¬ 
sentation than what they say 
is typical of international bod¬ 
ies. Three main groups—the 
lnuit Circumpolar Confer¬ 
ence. the Saami Council for 
the Nordic areas and an 
organization representing 
northern Russians—will have 
permanent, though non-voting 
seats on the council. ■ 


By Edna Yaghi 

TODAY WAS Hani's birthday. He was 
six years old. There would be no cake 
and no one to sing “Happy birthday" for 
the small orphan who lived w'ith his aunt 
somewhere in a refugee camp in Gaza 
Strip, the most crowded place on earth. 
Hani’s father died in prison from torture 
while under interrogation when the child 
was two years old. He could barely 
remember that black day when his 
mother cried for hours and pulled the cur- 
lains in their tiny house, shutting out the 
rays of the bright sun. Almost a year 
later, his mother was killed too when she 
joined in a demonstration against the 
Occupation of Palestinian land. No one 
knew what to do with the boy. As far as 
the neighbors could figure out. Hani had 
no grandparents and the closest relative 
was his mother's sister. Word was sent to 
the aunt and she came a few days later lo 
pick up the child who had been staying 
with neighbors since his mother's death. 

The aunt had four children of her own. 
Her husband was a Jugitivc. The first 
thing she said to Hani who was three at 
the time was. "That's all 1 need. Another 
mouth to feed!" 

For the next three years of his life, 
Hani lived with his aunt and cousins. Her 
house was too full of people and it was 
covered with a tin roof that made the 
small house seem like an oven in the 
Summer and a refrigerator in the winter. 


Silence of the lamb 


It would have been better if only there 
was a little love for the boy to help ease 
the pain and loneliness'’that he felt. But 
Aunt was too busy, too poor and had too 
many problems to bother with Hani. Most 
of the time he played in the street with his 
cousins and ate whenever there was food 
and slept whenever it was time to sleep. 
Sometimes his cousins hit him bccuase 
they knew he had no one to speak out for 
him. He could not complain to Aunt 
because she would not listen. He could 
only go in a comer and cry and wonder 
why there was so little love and comfort 
in his life. 

Hani was younger than his cousins. 
They usually told him what to do and he 
obeyed. If he didn't, he knew he would 
be beaten. His cousins knew in turn that 
one would lake Hani's side or stand up 
for him. So he was constantly being told, 
"go and do this for me Hani!" or "Do as I 
tell you Hani!" 

He learned to be quick or else he 
would be hit with hard punches and 
kicks. He never spoke much. He had no 
one to say anything to. He was so sensi¬ 
tive to life but nothing was sensitive to 
his feelings. He would delight in small 
childhood things, such as a blooming 


flower or try to catch the rays of the 
morning sun or see where the sparrows' 
nest was or try to interpret Lhe coo of the 
lonely wild pigeons that made their nest 
in cracks of buildings. 

But today was his birthday. Nonethe¬ 
less, there seemed nothing special about 
this day. Hani felt no different than usual 
nor was he aware that on this day six 
years ago, he was bom. Aunt was not 
planning to make a cake for him. She had 
a hard enough time getting food on the 
table as it was.So right after breakfast, 
the birthday boy and his cousins went to 
play in the street. The day was yet young 
and there was a sweet coolness about the 
early morning air. 

“Hani," one of his cousins yelled from 
a distance, “go and get some stones for 
us so we can play.” 

Hani did as he was told. He got as 
many stones as he could manage and was 
ordered to go and get some more He 
complied. While his cousins were shout¬ 
ing and laughing, an Israeli jeep drove 
down the dusty street. Hani’s cousins 
began lo throw "stones. The birthday boy 
just stood motionless and watched. He 
was hesitant but did not know why, 
"Come on Hani..what's wrong? Throw 


stones or you'll see what will happen to 
you!" 

The jeep was like a cannon ball. Hani 
stood paralyzed. He could see the mask 
of hate on the faces of the Israeli soldiers. 
The cannon ball drew closer and closer. 
His cousins ran and -hid. Hani remained 
frozen to the spot where he was standing. 
He had one stone still in his hand but his 
hand was next to his side. When the jeep 
pulled to a stop and the soldiers jumped 
out. Hani started to run. He was too late. 
One of the soldiers grabbed him and 
shouted, "so you want to throw stones do 
you? Well let us teach you a lesson. You 
will never throw stones again!" 

Before he knew what was happening. 
Hani was passed like a football between 
the four Israeli soldiers who took rums 
beating him. They punched him, kicked 
him and one soldier took off his belt and 
whipped the small boy on his back until 
he fainted. The soldiers laughed. One 
picked up the limp body and threw it in 
the jeep and they drove off down the 
street saying to each other, “this is one 
we taught a lesson to. Let’s dump his 
body in the next village!" 

The unconscious child was taken off in 
the Israeli jeep. His blood soaked bis 


clothing and matted his dark hair. About 
20 kilometers down the road, one of the 
soldiers took the bloodied form and threw 
it on the side of the road. The soldier 
jumped back into the jeep and it sped 
away as they laughed at the deed they 
had done. Hani lay in the dirt and hot sun 
for some time until a shepherd stumbled 
on his body. 

“What’s this?" The shepherd asked as 
he picked up the limp boy. "Who's done 
this to you but Hani did not answer. The 
shepherd carried him to a hospital and 
waited there until he was sure the boy 
would be all right Hani woke up on the 
examination table in the emergency room. 
He stared up at the bright lights through 
his swollen and by now black and blue 
eyes. It seemed everything hurt him. Eve- 
ryone had hurt him. He didn’t know how 
to ay. He had lo Jock himself away from 
this cruel world. 

A doctor, with a kind face and soothing 
voice said, "Well, hello little fellow! 
Looks like you've had some rough han¬ 
dling. But you are a brave lad and in no 
time we’ll have you ail cleaned up. 
What’s your name?” 

Hani wanted to speak but could find no 
words. Today was his birthday. This was 


his gift. He couldn't understand why he 
was being punished. What had he done 
to deserve such treatment? 

At last, after his wounds were cleaned 
and dressed, the birthday boy was placed 
in a clean bed in a cool room rteana win¬ 
dow. He could hear wild pigeons cooing 
outside his window, but he knew the coos 
were not for him. He smelled the scent of 
roses, but he knew the scent was not 
meant for him. He saw the sun shining 
brightly, but he knew it didn't shine on 
him. 

He became the talk of the hospital, 
Jipw- he was brought in by a shepherd and 
how his back was badly beaten and how 
his whole body was terribly bruised. Eve¬ 
ryone could only say. "Who would do 
such a terrible rhing to such a small boy?" 

Today became tomorrow. No longer 
Ham's birthday. Weeks passed. Hani 
remained in the hospital because no one 
came to claim the boy and the boy either 
could not or would not talk. It was decided 
that perhaps, he had been beaten for 
throwing stones, but Hani’s doctor told 
social workers, “I don't know how to treat, 
mm. I’ve tried everything but it is as If 
either the boy is retarded or just doesn't 
care if he lives or not." > 

Hani is not retarded. He is a very bright 
young child. What he needs is understand¬ 
ing and love and a therapist to bring back 
ms speech and a sense of order into h» 
life or he will remain forever scarred and a 
silent lamb. ■ 
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The Boutros Ghali we 

didn’t know 


By Samir W. Raafat 

l KNEW the man simply as ya doktor 
which i%-how we addressed the incumbent 
Sec-Gen of ihc United Nations in the days 
when he was professor of international 
law in my Freshman year at Cairo Univer¬ 
sity This was in the late 'WJs. Dr Boutros 
Ghali (born November 14. 1922) was sup¬ 
posedly acquainting us on the perplexities 
of 'Political Science'. I underscore the 
"supposed" because as far as I can recall, 
his no-show record surpassed that of hi* 
most truant disciple. We were, ostensibly 
told that Al doktor had other responsibili¬ 
ties and was obliged to delegate his teach¬ 
ing assignments to the 'mo'eid' or assist- 
ant.lccturer- Whatever the reasons for his 
absence 1 never doubted their worthiness. 
Faculty remunerations in those days were 
very modest and Dr Ghali had many other 
professional interests. Yet. when we saw 
his Fiat coupe parked adjacent to the col¬ 
lege building, we knew we could look 
forward to an absorbing two-hour lecture. 

Behind his buck wc had several nick¬ 
names far him. Those who had come 
from English language schools referred to 
him as "Peter Precious", an obvious play 
on his name (Boutros being the Arabic 
version for Peter, and, precious, which is 
the English word for Ghali). My col¬ 
leagues from the French language schools 
including those from the Jesuits and the 
Lycee, where Professor GhaJi had studied 
as a schoolboy, referred to him simplv as 
"Bn-bo.' 

On the other hand, my late father, who 
ivah lb years the Sec-Gen's senior, hud 
i.mghi Ghali's generation law at Cairo 
University. He knew Ghali personally 
as ‘Dr Boutros' which is how the 
See-Gen's contemporaries addressed 
him even when he became minister 
of state for foreign affairs in November 
1977. And whenever he—Ghali— 
signed his scholarly articles in At 
Seyassa ut Duwtia, that very worth¬ 
while magazine he helped produce, 
he did so as Dr Boutros Ghali. Sel¬ 
dom was the use of the double- 
barreled appellation which became 
so fashionable after Boutros ’Bou¬ 
tros-Ghali' made his appearance at 
the United Nations in 1991. 

Boutros Ghali 1 (1846-1910) 

The first Boutros Ghali was the 
UN Scc-Gen's grandfather... not his 
fatfier or uncle as so many mistakenly 
believe. His father was called Yous- 
scf, a self-effaced member of the 
landed gentry who, as tradition warrants, 
married a member of his own Coptic 
background, Sophie Sharobira. From her. 
he had three sons: Boutros. Michel and 
Raouf. Ironically, they would marry (re¬ 
married in the cose of Boutros and Raouf 
who's first wives where local Christians) 
outside their denomination, for their 
present respective wives are Jewish (Lea 
Nadlcr), Muslim (Wafika al-Shiati) and 
Lutheran (Brit from Norway). 

In keeping with tradition, Yoossef and 
Sophie's eldest son was named after his 
eminent paternal grandfather who had 
departed so unexpectedly in 1910. Bou¬ 
tros Ghali Pasha was written up in 
Egypt's modern history as the only Cop¬ 
tic prime minister of this country (unless 
we include Yousscf Wahba Pasha who 
headed a purported council of minis¬ 
ters for six months during the British am 


Protectorate in 1919/20). He was also one 
of three Egyptian premiers assassinated 
this century, the others being Ahmed 
Maher Pasha and Mahmoud Fahmi Al- 
-N'okrashj Pasha, slam in 1945 and 1948 
respectively. 

In the days when Boulrus Ghali Pasha 
was minister of foreign affairs and later 
head of government (1908-1910). the 
British were the de facto rulers of Egypt. 
The khedise, technically a vassal of the 
sultan in Turkey, was, in reality, a pawn 
of British imperialism. His government 
was effective only within the very limited 
scope ascribed to it by the British consul- 
general. An wholly independent Egyptian 
armed force, for all intents and purposes, 
ceased to exist. Instead, there was a Brit¬ 
ish army of occupation, in p/acc since the 
quelling of Ahmed Orabi’s nationalist 
uprising of 1882. 

With several subsequent nationalist 
movements coming into force ’Egypt lor 
the Egyptians' became the rallying cry. 
The new rationale was that the prime min¬ 
ister should belong to the majority faith, 
(n a way. the fate of Boutros Ghali was 
pre-ordained even beldre he was assassi¬ 
nated on February 2ri. 1910 by Ibrahim 
Nassif Al Wardani (1885-1910), u young 
pharmacologist graduate freshly returned 
from the UK. The cries heard in the street 
following this sinister event sums up the 
general mood: "Al Wardani atal Al No.s- 
rani.” The reference to Al Nosroni or 'the 
Nazarene' had more to do with the late 
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pasha's pro-British leanings than his 
being a Copt. Nevertheless, the imposi¬ 
tion of a Coptic prime minister had had 
an ill boding and adverse effect on the 
predominantly Muslim nation whose edu¬ 
cated elite was clamoring for an indepen¬ 
dent Egypt. It was all right that the coun¬ 
try had thrice been handled by a Christian 
Armenian Prime Minister—Nuhur Nubar- 
ian—in the previous decades hut things 
had drastically changed since. 

The ill-fated first Boutros Ghali came 
from Upper Egypt where his father over¬ 
saw the Dui'ra estates of Khedive Ismail's 
brother. His formative school years were 
.spent in a college founded by’ the Patri¬ 
arch Cyril IV (1854-til) Later, in his pub¬ 
lic life, Ghali sided with the pro-English 
elements of Egyptian society. Having 
served for so lung under the Muslim 
Prime Minister Mousiafn Fahmy Pasha, 
the man the British considered "too Eng¬ 
lish. not sufficiently Egyptian" the stigma 
hud rubbed off an his Coptic collaborator. 
The partiality of Boutros Ghali Pasha for 
Egypt’s British rulers and his disposition 
to please them was best brought out dur¬ 
ing the June 19116 Dinshway Trial which 
sentenced four Egyptians to the gallows 
for having beaten up British officers who 
had accidentally shot the wile of a village 
elder while pigeon-shooting. Ghali. who 
was interim minister of justice .it the time 
had in effect signed his own death war¬ 
rant when he concurred the ignominious 
verdicts. Also taken against him by the 
nationalists was his close identification 
with the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium 
Agreement with (he Sudan in 1899 and 
his recent suggestion of a 40 year conces¬ 
sion renewal of the Suez Canal. The end 
result was the assassination oi the nomi¬ 
nee of the Christian occupation in 
1910. 

After WW1 nationalist agitation was 
ready to explode. The leading Wald 
Parly, which was the declared 
enemy of religious fanaticism, was 
formed from umungsl the leading 
Coptic and Moslem notables of the 
country. A Ghali from the second 
generation, which, unlike the first, 
had become ever so Francophile, 
was a pillar of the new anti-British 
party. Wassif Ghali Pasha (son of the 
first Boutros and uncle of the second) 
held the foreign affairs portfolio in the 
Wald governments or 1924. 1928. 1930 
and 1937. It was in his unobtrusive river¬ 
side house in Giza, that some of the 
Wafd's historic meetings took place. And 
it is Lherc that the new Wafd leader, Mus¬ 
tafa al-Nahas Pasha, was upheld by the 
party elders following the death of Saad 
Zaghloul Pasha, Egypt’s canonized and 
popular leader of the 1920s. 

Boutros Ghali IK 

Four decades would pass before 
another Ghali reached the helm of 
Lhe Egyptian Foreign Office. Bur it was 
more because of the sudden turn of events 
than due to seniority or the like which led 
Dr Boutros Ghali, the grandson of his 
namesake to follow in his uncle's and 
grandfather's footsteps when he walked 
into the ministry of foreign affairs on 
November 17. 1977, Egypt's chief of 
diplomacy. Ismail Fahmy. had just 
resigned in protest of Sadat's Jerusa¬ 
lem initiative. Within hours, Fahmy 
was joined in his self-imposed polit¬ 
ical exile by his faithful No.2 the 


ihen-.scerclaiy of suite for foreign affairs, 
Mohammed Mahmoud Riad. The iwo 
first slots at foreign affairs were unex¬ 
pectedly vjcjnt. Ghali was designated for 
the Nn.2 opening. 

Since these were no longer the days of 
the Wafd but rather a continuum of the 
military-led regime that came to power in 
1952. the Nu.l slot at foreign affairs 
could no longer be allocated to a Copt, 
especially now that Egypt was heeded as 
the lender of the Arab and Islamic 
Worlds. Hence, on December 25. 1977. 
the position of minister for foreign affairs 
was given to Ibrahim Kamel, a Sadat 
crony from the old days. When Kamel 
resigned in September 1978 in the middle 
of the protracted Camp Das id Negotia¬ 
tions. the N’o.i position remained vacant 
until February 17. 1979. when the portfo¬ 
lio was given by presidential decree to the 
then-prime minister. Dr Mousrafa Khalil. 
Dr Ghali would continue to serve under 
Khalil and his three successors: General 
Kamal Hassan Ali from 19SU-84; Dr 
Esina! Abdel Megid from 1984 until he 
moved to the Arab League in March 
1991; and Amr Moussa who was several 
years Ghali's junior in both years and 
practice. With the arrival of the capable 
young senior minister, the days of Dr 
Ghali at foreign affairs were numbered. 
Efforts lor his ubiaming the UN's chief 
position went into full sear. 

11 Faut Plaire Aux Souverains 

It was as minister without portfolio that 
Boutros Ghali willingly accompanied 
Anwar Sadat on the lauer's historic uip to 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem was special to Dr Ghali nut 
only because it was the disputed capital of 
Israel and Palestine and as such one of the 
most talked about ancient holy cities, or. 
because it had amongst its religious insti¬ 
tutions an important Coptic presence, but 
it was also the city of birth of his commis¬ 
erating mother-in-law. Pauline Sipora 
Rachel Goldenhaum. 

In March 1923. at the young age of 17. 
Pauline had wed in Alexandria Chaim 
Maurice Hirsch-Nadlcr who w’ould 
become the city's leading candy manufac¬ 
turer. Whereas the Nadlers were Jews 
from Romania. who emigrated to Egypt 
early this century. Mordechai Pinhas, Mrs 
Boutros Ghali's maternal grandfather, 
was born in Safed. Palestine in 1881. 

After partaking in Sadat’s cabal to 
Jerusalem. Dr Ghali would gradually 
make it to the forefront of the national 
and international political scene. Forever 
cautious, he stuck to his favorite maxim 
"il faut plain: aux souverains." In English, 
•one must—occasionally—stoop to con¬ 
quer.’ (Could this have been an inherited 
trait from his grandfather?). In this 
respect, I distinctly remember how. the 
few times he showed up during my first 
year in college. Dr Ghali's lectures on 
political systems hardly ever touched 
upon Egypt's. The learned professor of 
international law went to great pains 
never to lake sides or criticize the regime 
even though in those days everyone 
seemed to be doing little else, especially 
after Egypt’s humiliating June 1967 mili¬ 
tary defeat. University professors— 
including the communists, the Nasserists 
and the socialists—were coming out. 
openly criticizing or defending the regime 
citing example after example, from 
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benevolent dictatorships to demagoguery, 
or, alternate!). singing the praise of the 
anti-American stands of Guevara. Castro 
and Ho Chi Min. These were the days of 
Vietnam and the Cold War. 

That same year, college campuses 
erupted a!! over Cairo as thousands of 
demonstrating students marched angrily 
io the rubber sump parliament near 
Lazoghly Square. While arousing debates 
took place under the parliamentary 
rotunda, in the university's lecture hall Dr 
Ghali stuck firmly to his academic notes 
never uttering anything that could be 
taken against him. now or at some invisi¬ 
ble point in the future. "Peter Precious" 
had become “Peter Cautious". 

Even then, his il faut plaire aux souve¬ 
rains disposition was palpable. Was this 
due to some minority complex !'?), wc 
would occasionally ask ourselves. Either 
out of ignorance or simply because wc 
were in our Freshman year, wc totally 
ignored the fact that wc were the privi¬ 
leged observers of a modern adaptation to 
Tallcyranism. Talleyrand, being the great 
Frenc’h diplomat—and self-perceived 
womanizer—who had so adroitly maneu¬ 
vered his way through the turbulent 
Directoire. Napoleonic and Bourbon years 
that followed the sanguinary French Revo¬ 
lution... whereby the sagacious diplomat 
always came back on top. 

Over the top 

When he made it to the top position at 
the UN. Gh3li became a household word 
and a prime time news denizen. This is 
not to say that he was heretofore an 
unknown somebody. Quite the contrary. 
Ghali was a popular figure in the African 
continent as well as the countries of the 
Francophony. His frequent-flying habits 
had taken him to the darkest comers of 
Africa, always by way of Paris. Paradoxi¬ 
cally, when you checked some of the 
lesser pre-1992 “Who's Who" editions 
there are no entries for Boutros Ghali. 
Was it because these reference books 
could not fit in all the members of the 


world’s governments, from Ulan Bator to 
Bogota'.’ Or was it because up to 1992 
Ghali was heeded as 'just another Third 
World senior public servant? Someone 
close to the Sec-Gen has another theory. 
To get some of those editions you either 
have to be a big international celebrity or 
alternately, you had to fill in the self- 
addressed enclosed form and return it 
with a check. And. according to the same 
source, the affluent Sec-Gen has a very 
strong dislike for writing personal checks, 
whatever the amount. 

Today. Dr Ghali is facing trying times. 
Having come to the UN on a squeaky 
straw vote and on the back of the late 
President Milerrond’s unflinching lobby¬ 
ing. the plaire aux souverains maxim has 
run out on him. Somehow. Ghali failed to 
endear himself to Mademoiselle Albright, 
a post Cold War sovereign in her own 
right. Neither has he scored too high with 
her bosses in Washington. Yet. one would 
think that this intelligent, multi-lingual, 
professional, academic-diplomat who. as 
an African-Arab-Christian-sccular hus¬ 
band of the granddaughter of Ostjuden 
rabbis from Eastern Europe and Palestine, 
has all the qualifications necessary for the 
job of Sec-Gen of the United Nations, 
particularly where it counts most: philose- 
matic Washington. What. then, went 
wrong?) 

Based on precedent votings we know 
that nothing is ever final when it comes to 
choosing a new UN chief. The last word 
on who will be the next Sec-Gen has yet 
to be heard. And with the Ghalis' propen- 
sily lo make spectacular comebacks a la 
Prince dc Talleyrand, for all wc know, the 
next Scc-Gen could be... Boutros 'Bou¬ 
tros-Ghali'. ■ 

Samir W. Raafat is a prominent 
Egyptian journalist. The Egyptian 
Mail refused to publish this article 
on the basis it may harm Boutros 
Ghali’s re-election campaign. 


A view from America 

Perot deserves to debate 


By Carrie Nelie Moye 

Star US Correspondent 

IT IS difficult to like Ross 
PeroL He is whiny, snappy, 
dogmatic, authoritarian, and 
otherwise pesky. If he were a 
doe, he would be a Chi¬ 
huahua (my apologies to 
those of you who are 
owners and lovers of this 
breed). Looks, of course, 
do not really matter but 
let's face it. a pleasing 
appearance does help. 

And again, in my opinion, 
he is something of a cross 
between the dog to which 
I have referred and Prince 
Charles, (in the States, 
however, that might be a 
decided advantage; we 
appear to love royalty and 
Perot may be the closest 
thing wc have to that, if 
one considers genetics a 
fair determinant of line¬ 
age, and one then 
observes Perot's auditory 
appendages in conjunc¬ 
tion with those of the 
Prince.) 

But none of the above 
should have an iota of a 
bearing on whether or not 
Ross Perot should be 
allowed to participate in 
any upcoming debares 
thus far limited to Clinton 
and Dole. On September 
17. the "Non-partisan 
Debate Committee” ruled 
Perot did not have a 
chance of being elected 
President in November 
and thus concluded he 
should not be a parry to 
lhe debates. As this is 
being written, Perot is 
appealing the decision. 

It is not as (hough Ross 
Perot were an ordinary 
man who decided at the 


last minute to jump into the 
race. In 1992. the US public 
appeared to be more and more 
discontent with present day 
politics. If ever in modern 
times there were a reasonable 
chance for a third parry candi¬ 


date to win an election, it was 
then. Perot appealed not just to 
the mal-contems but to a very 
large number of voters who 
felt he was more than just an 
"in lieu of" candidate but 
rather one who had many posi¬ 



tive factors. 

Perot is a self-made man so 
obviously he has been a 
worker. His fiscal success 
points to his capability to make 
money. From appearances he 
has been more honest than the 
stereotypical politician. 
And most certainly no 
one can question his 
patriotism and loyally to 
the United States, con¬ 
sidering his personal 
physical and financial 
commitment to our men 
and women in uniform 
in situations quite liter¬ 
ally around the globe. 

Unfortunately. for 
Ihose in 1992 who sup¬ 
ported Perot, and no 
doubt for those who did 
not. the first time he 
learned that he could not 
control all elements of a 
political fight and the 
playing became quite 
rough, he turned tail and 
ran'with some preposte¬ 
rous story about the 
wedding of his daughter 
being ruined. If Truman 
were perched some¬ 
where and privy to this 
silly affair, no doubt he 
shook his head in dis¬ 
may—or perhaps let 
loose with some of his 
favorite rhetoric. 

The child-like behav¬ 
ior of Perot was a great 
disservice lo this coun¬ 
try. whether one was 
l'or-him-or-agin’-liim. 

He had been a viable 
force in opening a door 
for candidates who did 
not fit the stereotypical 
mold of Republican or 
Democrat. Oh certainly, 
we have the Green 
Party, the Libertarian 
Party and various and 
sundry others, but no 


candidate had made a dent on 
the national scale as did Ross 
Perot. Like him or not. he had 
some clever, solid ideas—some 
of which the two major parties 
have quasi-absorbed. 

In 1996 once again we are in 
a situation where many disen¬ 
chanted want to check "none of 
the above" when going into the 
voting booth. Once again it 
appeared to have been an excel¬ 
lent lime for sane persons with 
solid political hacking and out¬ 
standing experience in any of a 
number of fields to have tried 
to form a third party. Sam 
Nunn and Bill Bradley immedi¬ 
ately come to mind. Both—and 
others—were urged but chose 
for reasons known only to them 
not to run. 

Had they chosen otherwise, 
it would have had to have been 
very early on and would have 
taken non-stop campaigning, 
financed by committed backers. 
But no one stepped into this 
void. 

Far too (ale into the picture 
stepped Perot. We all know that 
nothing is impossible, but if 
there ever were a sure bet on 
something, il, would be that 
Perot does not have a chance 
whatsoever to win this Novem¬ 


ber. Even had he declared 
much earlier, he would have 
had only the slightest chance. 
He proved his mettle—or rather 
disproved it—in 1992. But he 
did accomplish something quite 
significant: he opened the door 
for a third party. He qualified 
for federal matching funds. He 
completed the requisite require¬ 
ments to be considered a viable 
candidate. 

Saying one does not have a 
chance to win the election is 
decidedly subjective. Yet, it 
would be impossible to allow 
ail persons who can manage to 
get their names before the 
headlights to participate in the 
debates. So the line must be 
drawn somewhere, and when 
dealing with a mixture of facts 
and emotions, it is difficult 
indeed to draw that line. There 
are times upon which we must 
rely on facts, tempered with 
common sense. This is one of 
those times. Does Perot have a 
chance to win? No. Has he 
proven to qualify to be 
included in the debates? Yes. 
Let him have his say. In the 
long run. it will be good for this 
country. ■ 
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Al Roomi performs 
at the Intercon. 


AMMAN r Sun— Under the patronage oi Their 
Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor. the 
famous Lebanese singer Majda al Roomi holds a 
concert today ji Amman Ime'.Coniinenul Hotel. 
The concert will be held on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of the intercontinental Hotels and 
Resorts and UNICEF. Moreover. a number of cele¬ 
brations will take place at the InterContinental 
Hotels all over the world. Proceeds of the festivities 
will be devoted to helping the children of the world. 



Abstract works of ‘sound and fury’ 


By Munther Hamdan 

Shir Staff Writer 

T he abstract works of the Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Al Jaloos. currently dis¬ 
placed at Baladna An Gal I/O • have much 
to say about human suffrdne and a com¬ 
plex rcjlitv They arc moment- ol agitation, sad¬ 
ness and love mixed altoserfter 10 produce a com¬ 
plicated structure. The exhibition was opened 
unJer the patronage of HRH Princess Wljdan All 
in cooperation with Al -Wivyah schools. TitleJ 
Shajan. it goes traditional expressive 

motifs of art to a iw'rc suggestive creations. 

"Shajan is th.u point which lies all the way 
between sadne.**'* and happiness, said AI Jaloos. 
This moment of indecisiveness played a big role 
in havin'' paintings which indirectly “address the 
very bu'nan essence.” Al Jaloos believes that 
hum.m c;.sentc is the main addressee in an 
ah-tract v.ork. these arc far from mere moments 
Mi excitement. An is a product of inner conflicts 
and memories that jrc all melted in one pot. The 
different memories of the artist are all present in 
the moment of creation. 

AI Jaloos >aid that the human essence may 
even precede the artist's day of birth. He means 
that human beings share universal convictions 
and feelings which can be presented any time in a 
worfc of art. The paintings no longer belong to a 
ccnain culture that imposes its language and 
social aspects and even colors on the artist but to 
a huge world which abounds with life discrepan¬ 
cies. It is then the artist role to absorb all these 
differences, or at least those which are surround¬ 
ing him. to experience new and wide horizons 
and keep the process of discovery on. "My works 
are the product of this horrible mixture of happi¬ 
ness and sadnev and the everyday questions and 
contemplations which never cease to be." 


From the first look at Jaloos's exhibition, one 
gets the impression that the paintings are all 
identical. The difference was limited to certain 
colors and brush strokes but the content is uni¬ 
form And this is what Al Jaloos emphasized 
saying that his works form one body. He added 
that one abstract work can not safely convey 
alone the emotional “charges'". That is why he 
put identical works in groups. "Because of the 
abundance of different choices. I used different 
forms to express one visual idea." he explained. 

Though, artistically, black is avoided by many 
artists and is perceived as a dangerous color. Al 
Jaloos uses it to comment on a grim reality. It is 
by this color that the seemingly silent paintings 
were seething inside. "When using black, the 
artist locks himself inside wails. But with black, 
it is becoming a challenge to either jump over or 
pdhecratc these walls.” he stressed. 

The paintings are divided into Acrylics and 
callage works. Asked about the difference, Al 
Jaloos said that in the collage works one can 
employ the letter technique. “7 use the typed let¬ 
ters which do nm stand independently but within 
paragraphs.” he said. Irrespective of the content 
of the paragraph. "I make use of the shape or the 
sentences and letters and 111 them into the color 
circle.” Some collage works have jutted and 
coarse surfaces that “truly represent the harsh 
inner of human beings." The exhibition is a ven¬ 
ture upon producing the unexpected and shock¬ 
ing. Not only do the paintings mark the artist's 
absorption of how colors relate to each other but 
also of his belief in an always changing reality 
w htch requires a change in art. 

Al Jaloos was born in 1960 and has a B.A. 
degree in Business administration. He later on 
studied painting at the Jordan Institute of Fine 
Arts and became member of the Jordanian Artist 
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Mad cows and 
insane men! 


By Osama El-Sherif 

I MUST admir that 1 am a bit concerned about Mad Cow dis¬ 
ease—from an intellectual point of view that is. Granted that 
as affable consumers of all that the West has to grant us. we 
have a very little sav in the matter. As things will turn out to 
be. we probably have been eating infected beef, dairy and 
other products all the time without knowing it. How that will 
affect us is to be seen in the future. But the point I'm trying to 
make is this: When cows go m3d and governments decide to 
cull hundreds of thousands of cattle suspected to having the 
virus...is there an ethical standpoint here that we should con¬ 
sider? 1 mean is it the fault of the hooved animals, long pre¬ 
sented to humans as a source of nourishment, wealth and 
power, that they should perish, before their time, as a result ot 
human error? ..... 

This episode reminds me of Orwell s "Animal rarm 
where animals take over the world and run their own lives— 
at a price of course. We all remember what the pigs turned 
out to be: pigs in every sense of the word. No offence is 
intended. 

Bui Jet's assume that cows could talk and that they alarm- 
inglv notice that a growing number of their species are going 
absolutely bananas, stark raving mad. that is. The cows equiv¬ 
alent of the UN meets in an emergency session to debate the 
crisis and all delegates point the finger to human intervention. 
"It's the polluted feed these humans have been feeding our 
British cousins that is responsible for this tragedy, says the 
US deleeate. 

The British delegate, herself a victim of the deadly virus, 
couldn't agree more—if only she could bring herself together 
to say it. 

Argentina's delegate boasts that since his countryfolk have 
been used to grazing in the open natural fields, such disease 
was unknown. 

Humans, the delegates concluded, were greedy. They 
already make billions'" of dollars from trading in beef, milk . 
and dairy products, not to mention leather and cow semen.' 
But now they have gone too far. Culling thousands of "our 
hrethem" is a crime that" we cannot stand for." 

"Why not divert some of their wealth to find a cure to those 
sick cousins of ours?" wondered n Russian cow. 

So culling was rejected as an option. Instead, world cows 
vowed to unite, deny humans their milk and even resist arufif 
cial insemination in every way until a pcace/itj solution to the 
crisis of the British cows is found. 

Could such a rebellion ever take place. Can man one day 
find himself face to face with a peaceful resistance to his' 
greed from all animals, domestic and wild'? Could that rebeL 
lion turn into a sort of an intifada w'hcre alt animals would 
seem to us to have gone "mad"? 

Highly unlikely- but just to make sure, no more hambur¬ 
gers and from now on if s only humus and foul for me! ■ 


Association. He is also a member of the Writers 
Association having published a collection of 
short stories. In addition to the many one-man 


shows he held. Al Jaloos participated in 
number of local and international group 
(ions. ■ 


a large 
exhibi- 


THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 


Floral exhibition 


Tradition and prestige 


By Anca de Maio 

Sp< v uf to The Star. . v ... : .', 

L ast week's ephemeral but unforget¬ 
table llowcr show that was pre¬ 
sented by the Young Women Chris¬ 
tian Organization (YWCO) at the 
InterContinental Hotel is the 22nd mani¬ 
festation of an annual tradition in the 
social and artistic life of Amman. 

Inaugurated on 17 September by HRH 
Princess Basma. honorary president of 
YWCO. the exhibition brought together 
more than a hundred floral arrangements 
created by 52 participants—florists, ama¬ 
teurs. IkehaiKj artists i members of the lke- 
bana Iniemaiional Jordan Branch, and its 
honorary president is Mrs Kinioura. the 
wife of the Japanese Ambassador in 
Amman), members of the hosting organi¬ 
zation and its "Flower Show" committee 
chaired by Mrs Salwa Sbweibat. 

As an innovation, this year, the flower 
collection was thematically conceived as a 
bridal show. Reflected by most of the 
arrangements, the topic was reinforced by 
wedding outlets such as candy trays, ring 
boxes and tabic decorations, displayed 
among marvelous collection of flowers. 


The parade of three original wedding 
gowns designed by Jnnoyajjng -fashion, 
creators charmed die audience. 

Beautiful fresh flowers from Jordan as 
well as various accessories like candles, 
feathers, dry fruits, colored ribbons and 
bamboo baskets, were skillfully trans¬ 
formed into artistic objects by sensitive 
women in love with natural beauty and 
Jkebana philosophy, in both traditional and 
free modem styles. 

"The most important benefits of this 
event lie in its creative and aesthetic func¬ 
tions themselves.” Mrs Rose Muasher. 
vice-president of YWCO. underlined. “It is 
a challenge to elevate the aesthetic caste of 
the participants and to improve the qualita¬ 
tive srandard of this annual exhibition," 
she emphasized. "Beginners are more than 
welcome tmd their free participation is a 
source of mutual learning." 

"Flower shows are a matter of tradition 
and prestige.” added the president of 
YWCO. Mrs Mirelle Abujaber. "Never¬ 
theless ^he financial benefit, whatever it 
be. is invested in the various projects of 
our organization, in lunction. of the needs 
of each of its three branches. Amman. Al- 
Husun and Madaba.” 


As expressed in the international motto 
of'YWCO /the largest women movement 
in the world). "Body, soul and mind.” affil¬ 
iated Jordanian YWCO seeks to satisfy 
physical, emotional and spiritual expecta¬ 
tions of women and children "irrespective 
of colour, creed and dress." Consequently, 
"vocational centres and secretarial courses 
have been created in the three branches." 
declared Mrs Abujaber. “In Baqa'a refugee 
camp. 250 children are accommodated in a 
YWCO nursery and a great number of 
women arc involved in the income¬ 
generating project of producing uniforms 
for 10 private schools." she said. 

"Summer camps have been organized 
for the youth and we are defining a bakery 
and a hostel projects for the near future." 

The show is over and the flowers with¬ 
ered. Beyond the memory of the perfume, 
they stay alive through the concrete oppor¬ 
tunities they helped forward, to the satis¬ 
faction of those who created and witnessed 
their one-day elegance. With love and 
enthusiasm, organizers and participants 
offered the public one privileged moment 
of grace and plenitude. ■ 


Lurie creates a cartoon monthly 


By David Astor 

Sytuitiiiuv AY to Service 

P olitical Cartoonist Ranan Lurie has 
created a magazine that is making 
its dcbui ibis month. Cartoon News: 
The Current Events Educational 
Monthly is aimed ui high school students. 

"If you can not enter the brain of the 
teenager ihrough the door or long, gray 
text, let's enter through the window of 
political cartoons." said Lurie, who. with 
more than IriCMi clients in 1U2 countries is 
the most widely syndicated political car¬ 
toonist in the world. 
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He noted that the magazine is not only 
designed to help high schoolers become 
better informed about current events, but 
to get them interested in seeking out edito¬ 
rial cartoons in newspapers. 

Each 48-page issue of Cartoon News 
will feature SO to 100 cartoons from the 
previous 30 days by Lurie. Herblock. 
Paul Conrad. Jeff MacNelly. Steve Kelly 
and many other liberal, centrist and conser¬ 
vative creators. 

Accompanying each cartoon is a 50- 
word description! written by a panel of well 
known newspaper and magazine editors) 
of the event or issue that inspired the draw¬ 
ing. There will also be current events ques- 

- lions, with answers that 

-• ! teachers receive on a separ- 

^ | ate sheet. 

pllttij ! And there will be anti- 
K ** j drug/a Icohol/smofcing car- 
• • loons, historical cartoons. 

current events crossword 
I puzzles, connect the dots 
I caricatures, contests, edilo- 
jg' rials and more. 

.. ^ jrftt | Cartoon News is initially 

iff ^ c ' n & pitched to private 

rf'- cTti schop,s - w bere it can be 

S* ill L ’ !ls,er aru * quicker to add 

A | a[ something to the curricu- 
\ ’I A survey of these 

■j tPjl 1 | schools has revealed a lot of 

J i intcrcM. according to Lurie. 

j The Cartoon News editor 
■ | in chief added that he 

;»S» ||p hj r ; would also like to sell the 

j magazine to public schools, 

inner-city schools would 
get the S30-a-ycar pubtica- 
.— i lion at cost, he said. 

I f ! Lurie further noted that 

Jf i [ j the US-based magazine 

f ■ (which might carry ads in 
t *, the future) will soon have 
i -* international editions in 
& r - rri countries such as Italy and 
..; Korea. 

- -- 1 He also said that a fea¬ 


ture based 
on the mate¬ 
rial in the 
magazine . 
will soon be 
syndicated 
to newspa¬ 
pers by a 
major news 
service. 

The 64- 
year-old 
Lurie. 

whose car¬ 
toons arc 
syndicated Lurie 
by Cartoo- 

news International of Greenwich, has 
worked for newspapers and magazines 
such as Die Well in Germany, the London 
Times . Astihi Shimbtm in Japan. Life. 
Newsweek . US News & World Report and. 
currently. Time International. 

He got the idea for Cartoon News in 
1978. but kept it on hold while pursuing 
other work. 

"I'm investing a lot of my own money 
in the magazine." said Lurie. "I've made 
good money from cartooning. This is ;i 
way of putting some oi it back." ■ 


• Under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Basma, The 
Diplomatic Corps Annual 
Charity Bazzar will be opened 
next Thursday at the sport city 
premises. The diplomatic mis¬ 
sions and international organi¬ 
zations parti epating will dis¬ 
play their countries' most 
common products. The pro¬ 
ceeds of the event will go to the 
tYfabarr at Uni Al Hussein 
Orphanage. _ 


Companies in sport 


AMMAN (Star)—To 
lupgrade the efficiency of 
companies' sport in Jor¬ 
dan. Mr Mithqal Asfour. 
president of Companies' 

Sport Union, said during 
the first meeting of the 
union, that ,fc we have to 
have the one-team work 
spirit.” The meeting 
Included the assignment 
of union's posts as 
follows: 

Mr Fadi Ghandour. 
vice president, Mr Amer 
Al Muheisen, secretary, 

Mr Omar Mafhas, treas- Al Abed 

urer and Mr Assem Al 

Abed as an official spokesman. ■ 




Abu Shakra launches 
new Shahi perfume 



Shahi f 


AMMAN (StarH-Gcncral Manager of the Abu Shakra Trading 
Agency Mr Rami Abu Shakra launched the new perfume Shahi 
for women. 

Mr Abu Shukra says that every year, new fragrances for women 
come and go in great numbers. 

Only topical and attractive concepts underpinned by sound mar¬ 
ket research. ;tmJ supported by in-depth media cover that is pro¬ 
moted by comprehensive activities can hold a long term position 
in the market. 

"Abu Shakra is lacing this challenge and presenting an old 
world in new ways." 

Shahi is. the magic of unknown worlds. It is moments of sensu¬ 
ality. exotic sounds and hidden secrets. Shahi is (he scent of the 
modern woman. 

Shahi the smell of success, is a fragrance full of fantasy and 
mysterious sensuality. 

With its exciting and delicate charm. Shahi is the fragrance of 
the ‘90s. the fragrance for the modem independent woman who 
loves the magic of ihc unknown and likes 

A woman who approves of emotions and imagination. Shahi is 
the ideal fragrance for this woman. 

Shahi is available at Abu Shakra showrooms and the perfumer¬ 
ies and pharmacies.® 





“Let’s see here. ... Oh! Close, but no cigar. 
You want the place up the road- 
same as I told those other fellahs.” 



m a g 


Exhibitions 

■ Summer *96. at Da rat al 
Funun, continues till 10 
October. 

■ Basketry Exhibition, at 
Jordan Design and Trade 
Center, continues till 10 
October. 

■ Shajan. by Muhammad 
Al Jaloos at Baladna Art 
Gallery, continues till 2 
October. 

■ Works by Ghada Dahda- 
leh at The French Cultural 
Center, continues between 
2 till 29 October. 

Films 


N D A 


■ Kamal Boullaia. at Darat 
Al Funun, 26 September.- 
at 6:0)3 pm. 

■ L'affair Dreyfus, at The 

French Cultural Center. 
26 September, at6:00.pm. 

Concerts 

■ Magna Carta, at The. 
British Council. 26 
September. 

Lectures 

M The History of Mughal. 
An-architcciurc, Miniatures 
and jewelry, at Darat nl 
Funun, on 29 & -30 
September. 
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Ranking the true health and 
wealth of emerging economies 
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Korea, Taiwan and 
Chile win the medals 
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By Wilford H. Welch 

|HE second World Times 
Wealth of Nation Index records 
significant changes in the rank¬ 
ings of the 35 emerging countries 
analyzed compared to their 
standings in the first 
index published in March. 

Thailand and Romania OIU rDlUPI^Pfl 
were the big winners, rising ufl* I KlMgJMsi 
four places or more, India: 
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Colombia, South Africa and Cuba 
among the big losers. Korea, Taiwan, 
Chile,The Czech Republic and Israel 
still came out on top, while Vietnam 
*5 vj AR\ LARS0\ and Pakistan remained firmly on the 
bottom. 

1 ■«. Labelled the “Triangle Index” be¬ 

cause it combines and weighs equally 
the economic, social and information 
exchange foundations on which each 
country rests, the index was devel¬ 
oped in part to help international 
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money managers and oilier sources of 
capital make investment decisions 
with a greater appreciation of each 
country's relative strengths, weak¬ 
nesses and potential. 

Some of tile changes in rank are due 
to the introduction of new 
variables, some to die removal 
of others. A measure of the 
degree to which commercial 
property rights are protected 
in each country' was added, for example, 
after extensive research for the index by 
a multinational real estate firm. 

Elsewhere,“access to the Internet’' 
was removed and “number oflntcmet 
service providers” retained after sta¬ 
tistical analysis demonstrated that the 
inclusion of both gave too much 
weight to that aspect of information 
exchange. Hungary and Tunisia were 
added to the Index, which also 
changed some country rankings. 


The greatest atntmiil uf remodeling 
xvas done Lu the economic leg. Indica¬ 
tors of a country's potential econom¬ 
ic vulnerability were added, as were 
measures of its integration into the in¬ 
ternational economy. Four new vari¬ 
ables were introduced to measure how 
efficiently businesses can operate in 
each country. One of the most unique 
of these measures perceived levels of 
corruption. 

This all led to some interesting re¬ 
sults. While Korea aiul Taiwan still 
captured die gold and silver medals in 
terms of their overall economic per¬ 
formance. Malaysia and Thailand 
came out stronger than both these 
Asian Tigers in terms of the interna¬ 
tionalization of their economies. In 
addition, the Czech Republic and 
Malaysia came out stronger than Ko¬ 
rea and Taiwan in terms of their busi¬ 
ness environments. 

No region of the world dominates 
these rankings of the world's foremost 
emerging economies. In fact, of the 10 
highest ranked countries, four are 
Asian, three Eastern European, two 


Latin American and one Middle East¬ 
ern. Readiness to Lake advantage of die 
information revolution has no geo¬ 
graphic favorites. Two are Asian, two 
are Latin American and one is in the 
Middle East. 

Economically, four of the top five 
arc Asian, but in terms of social envi¬ 
ronment, Four of the top five are for¬ 
mer socialist countries of Eastern Eu¬ 
rope and none are Asian. It will be 
interesting to see if these former so¬ 
cialist nations maintain their high 
marks in such categories as income 
distribution, inaie/iemaJc wage parity 
and unemployment rates as they be¬ 
come more market driven economies. 

Each March and September The 
WorldPaper will release the Wealth of 
Nations Triangle Index. Like any new 
model Toyota, Maruti, Ford, or Mer¬ 
cedes, we will always seek to introduce 
new features and refinements while re¬ 
taining all the basics.® 


Wilford H. Welch is Global 
Research Director for World 
Times. 
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The Wealth of Nations Triangle Indexis 

designed to measure the health arid wealth. _ 

of 35 emerging economies through Aria! _ y. • f. 

of 63 variables, equaUy djrided in the eco- ' 

Domic, soda! environment and infbrma- 
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FINAL 

RANK 

COUNTRY 

ECONOMIC 

ENVIRONMENT 

INFORMATION 

EXCHANGE 

SOCIAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

TOTAL 

SCORE 

1 

Kona 

483 { 3 ) 

515 ( 1 ) . 

364 ( 10 ) 

1362 

2 

Una 

515 ( 1 ) 

468 ( 3 ) 

379 ( 8 ) 

1359 

3 

t>IU 

445 ( 5 ) 

437 ( 4 ) 

417 ( 2 ) 

1299 

4 

- 1 - »*---IM- 

itZBca Kinwnc 

388 ( 6 ) 

411 ( 8 ) 

413 ( 3 ) 

1212 

5 

tenet 

346(111 

471 ( 2 ) 

370 ( 9 ) 

1187 

6 

HaSar&U 

502 ( 2 ) 

347 ( 13 ) 

362 ( 20 ) 

1151 

7 

teapoy 

293 ( 21 } 

414 ( 6 ) 

401 ( 5 ) 

1108 

S 

Arpstfci 

359 ( 7 ) 

421 ( 5 ) 

325 ( 14 ) 

1105 

9 

Poind 

293 ( 21 ) 

369 ( 11 ) 

427 ( 1 ) 

1089 

10 

TtasBaad 

467 ( 4 ) 

260 ( 21 ) 

292 ( 22 ) 

1019 

11 

Costa Ma 

295 ( 20 ) 

322 ( 16 ) 

386 ( 6 ) 

1003 

12 

MtxSce 

316 ( 1 $) 

379 ( 10 ) 

305 ( 18 ) 

1000 

12 

Uruguay 

229 ( 32 ) 

414 ( 6 ) 

357 ( 11 ) 

1000 

14 

BnzB 

355 ( 9 ) 

333 ( 14 ) 

305 ( 18 ) 

993 

IS 

Romania 

275 ( 26 ) 

298 ( 20 ) 

411 ( 4 ) 

984 

IS 

Russia 

270 ( 27 ) 

366 ( 12 ) 

309 ( 16 ) 

945 

17 

Venezuela 

259 ( 31 ) 

391 ( 9 ) 

288 ( 25 ] 

938 

IS 

Panama 

288 ( 23 ) 

310 ( 17 ) 

322 ( 15 ] 

920 

19 

Cofamftfe 

308 ( 16 ) 

301 ( 19 ] 

301 ( 21 ) 

910 

20 

Ukraine 

198 ( 33 ) 

325 ( 15 ) 

339 ( 12 ) 

862 

21 

Turkey 

322 ( 13 ) 

247 ( 23 ) 

290 ( 24 ) 

859 

22 

South Afrlea 

319 ( 14 ) 

305 ( 18 ) 

227 ( 32 } 

851 

23 

Indonesia 

356 ( 8 ) 

202 ( 28 ) 

292 ( 22 ) 

850 

24 

China 

353 ( 18 ) 

216 ( 27 ) 

272 ( 27 ) 

841 

25 

Ecuador 

260 ( 30 ) 

249 ( 22 ) 

306 ( 17 ) 

815 

26 

Infthia 

278 ( 25 ) 

187 ( 30 ) 

334 ( 13 ) 

799 

27 

Jordan 

270 ( 27 ) 

236 ( 24 ) 

285 ( 26 ) 

791 

28 

Hi-na— 

I’TMipptarc 

305 ( 18 ) 

218 ( 26 ) 

261 ( 29 ) 

784 

29 

Pen 

307 ( 17 ) 

233 ( 25 ) 

229 ( 31 ) 

769 

30 

■n- 

raOTOOCO 

301 ( 19 } 

190 ( 29 ) 

223 ( 33 ) 

714 

31 

Egypt 

286 ( 24 ) 

161 ( 32 ) 

262 ( 28 ) 

709 

32 

Cuba 

158 ( 35 ) 

157 ( 33 ) 

380 ( 7 ) 

695 

33 

India 

324 ( 12 ) 

148 ( 34 ) 

219 ( 35 ) 

691 

34 

Pakistan 

261 ( 29 ) 

179 ( 31 ) 

221 ( 34 ) 

661 

35 

Vietnam 

194 ( 34 ) 

126 ( 35 ) 

238 ( 30 ) 

558 
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ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 

NATIONAL ECONOMY 

► GDP growth rate 

► Real GDP per capita (in PPP$) 

Annual inflation rate 
Savings rate 

Overall government deficit/surplus (% of GNP) 
Current account balance (% of GDP) 

External debt/GDP 

► Debt service/exports 

*■ Foreign reserves (excluding gold)/imports 

INTERNATIONALIZATION OF THE ECONOMY 

► International trade (% of GDP) 

*■ Speed of integration 

► Convertible currency? 

► foreign direct investment 

► Portfolio investment 

► Market capitalization 

BUSINESS environment 

► Economic Freedom Index 

*■ Independent Central Bank? 

► Full central clearing services? 

* Commercial Property Protection 

► Privatization Index 

► Corruption Perceptions Index 


INFORMATION EXCHANGE 

INFORMATION APTITUDE 

► Newspaper readership (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► Literacy rate 

» College students studying applied and natural sciences (%) 

► College students studying abroad (%) 

► English as primary language for business? 

INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE 

► Radio ownership (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► Television ownership (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► Telephone ownership (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► PCs (residential) in use (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► Faxes in use (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► Cellular telephones in use (per 1000 inhabitants) 

► Membership in lNTELSAT/rTU/WIPO? 

► information technology expenditure (% of GDP) 

INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION 

► Books published annually (per 100,000 inhabitants) 

► Press Freedom Index 

► Number of independent daily newspapers published 

► Number of independent radio stations 

► Number of independent television stations 

» Cable television available? 

► Satellite television coverage? 

► Number of Internet service providers 


SOCIAL. ENVIRONMENT 

STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT 

► income distribution (top 20%/bottom 20%) 

p Male/female wage parity 

► Unemployment rate 

► Refugees as % of population 

► Territorial disputes? 

► Political rights index 

► independent Rule of Law 

► Private automobiles/trucks in use (per 1 DD0 inhabitants) 

HEALTH 

► Birth rate 

► Life expectancy 

► Death rate 

► National healthcare program? 

► Government expenditures on health (% of GDP) 

► Pension spending (% of GDP) 

► Population per physician 

► Grain harvested area per capita 

>• Daily calorie supply 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

► Protected land 

► Air poffution index 

► Population with access to clean water 

► Signatory to CITES/nTA/Montreal Protocol/UNCLOS 


A telephone culture 

Koreans 

dictate 

economic 

progress 


By Walter Yoomido 

Y TELEPHONE LINE IS StUI 
down and it’s a big inconve¬ 
nience for me,” a resident in 
her late 50s told a television 
news crew from KBS TV that 
arrived in the remote town of 
VMunsan after -torrential jaips swept 
through the northeastern areas of 
South Korea in late July. 

The housewife shrugged off the sus¬ 
pended water supply and the damage 
to her house. But losing her phone sei^ 
rice was a different matter. Even though 
some remote villages have only had 
telephones for 20 years, they have be¬ 
come an integral part of Korean cul¬ 
ture. 

Though South Ko¬ 
rea is still a developing 
nation, with a per capita 
income just over 
US$10,000, more and more South Ko¬ 
reans are scrambling to sign up for mo¬ 
bile phone services. By the middle of 
this year. 2.4 million of South Korea’s 
44 million people subscribed to a mo¬ 
bile phone service. Most young Kore¬ 
ans take it for granted that the tele¬ 
phone is as freely available as air or 
elementary school educadon. 

Early this year, South Korea com¬ 
mercially launched digital mobile 
phone services, adopting the code-di¬ 
vision multiple access (CDMA) tech¬ 
nology format. While the CDMA for¬ 
mat has not won official approval from 
the governments in many industrial¬ 
ized nations, die South Korean gov¬ 
ernment ambitiously designated the 
format as the standard for the nation’s 
digital communications network. 

In South Korea few people realize 
they are using the most advanced tech¬ 
nolog)’ in the world. It comes as an even 
bigger surprise to many Western people, 
who still view South Korea as an emerg¬ 
ing economy whose culture inhibits the 
> DICTATE PROGRESS PAGE 2 


REPOR TING 

FROM 

SEOUL'" 


■J6 


!■*?*. W H?* '> < 


Tt* 
J 









1 


2 The WorldPaper September 1996 


BHBHb 

i? 


3 



ff 

T 





DICTATE PROGRESS 

Continuedfront page I 


adoption of information technology. 

Most Western experts believe free¬ 
dom in individual life and unfettered 
access to information are keys to suc¬ 
cess in understanding, absorbing and 
using information technology. “I am 
surprised South Korea ranks so high in 
the world in terms of information tech¬ 
nology whereas its society is still re¬ 
stricted and less developed," said a for¬ 
eign expert residing in Seoul. 

South Korea ranked the first among 
34 developing countries in a recent 
comparative analysis on information 
adaptation and utilization, which the 
World Times conducted using various 
figures presented by major world orga¬ 
nizations. 

Industry analysts in Seoul said there 
'was no problem with the result of the 
index. According to one. South Ko¬ 
rea’s long history of military-backed 
dictatorship, allied to exaggerated me¬ 
dia coverage of anti-government 
demonstrations and violent labor dis¬ 
turbances, led many foreigners to over¬ 
look the possibility that information 


technology could be flourishing. 

“Yes, die long dictatorship restrict¬ 
ed individual freedom. But I think 
nothing in die world has only a single 
face," said the analyst. While the long 
dictatorship suppressed people's de¬ 
mand for democratization and free¬ 
dom. those in power needed visible 
economic results to offset these restric- 
tions. To achieve this, their regime gave 
birth to a unique economic structure 
featuring the chaebol. 

A chaebol is a family- ^ ___ 

owned business con- r 
glomerate. Its member ffyg. 

firms holding stakes in its A 

“sister firms" and guaran- A . *\ j 

tfes payment when those _ — 

sister firms get loans from 
banks. Chaebol member firms also ben¬ 
efit from insider trading between them¬ 
selves. thus securing stable sources of 
demand or supply for raw and interme¬ 
diary materials and For finished prod¬ 
ucts. 

This structure, in which chaebol 
were provided with government pro¬ 
tection from competibon, has enabled 
the nation's heavy-machinery and elec¬ 
tronics industries to record some of the 


m ost dramatic growth rates in the 
world. This rapid growth in manufac¬ 
turing capabilities was one of many fac¬ 
tors helping South Korea take the 
world's leading position in the infor¬ 
mation technology utilization, industry 
analysts said. 

AJong with the unique economic 
structure, analysts also cited high edu¬ 
cational standards, military hostility 
with communist North Korea, and 
South Korea’s high 
V-'-y- ' population density as 

• . lp\ \ factors that boosted 

kJi V., V; information technolo- 

* v V * \ •'. gy utilization. 

'• •• -—* • South Korea has 

one of the highest 
rates of literacy and 
secondary school enrollment in the 
world, both of which were partly due 
to the long tradition of venerating men 
of letters. Even today, several high- 
school graduates commit suicide every' 
year after failing in college entrance ex¬ 
aminations that are conducted almost 
uniformly across the country during a 
very short period. 

“Longdictatorship has resulted in a 
very uniform society. This ironically 


supports high educational standards.” 
said one social science professor in a 
Seoul-based university. 

More than four decades of hostility 
with North Korea has also contributed 
to the development of information tech¬ 
nology in South Korea because heavily 
fortified army units located along the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) need ad¬ 
vanced communications capabilities to 
hone their readiness against possible 
military incursions, analysts said. 

The DMZ is a buffer zone dividing 
the two Koreas. which have been tech¬ 
nically at war since the end of the ^BO¬ 
SS conflict that involved China and the 
US. An estimated 1.5 million heavily- 
armed troops from the two sides are 
confronting each other along the DMZ. 

High population density also 
helped South Korea boost usage of in¬ 
formation facilities because it is rela¬ 
tively easier to install and maintain 
communications infrastructure in a ter¬ 
ritory with high population density’ 
than doing so in a huge territory with 
low population density.® 


Walter Yoomido is a freelance 
WRITER RESIDING IN SOUTH KOREA. 


Seoul, South Korea, home to some of the most advanced 
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A passion for freedom is rewarded 


History’s tide turns for Poles 


By Daniel Passent 

P oland brings to mind passion 
and turbulence, the ravages of 
war. gallant cavalry charges and 
Solidarity defying communism— 
not the kind of history' associated 
with high rankings on an index of 
social health. 

History, however, is being kind to 
Poland. Behind the fierce rhetoric of 
numerous political arguments, 1 most 
Poles are united in a belief that they are 
living through one of the best periods 

REPORTt.xc ^ past 1,000 years. 
fjit'jyt Energized dv the end ot 

U/ID^ AUf communism, their soci- 

nnifuNiv etv is making dramatic 

progress without the 
usual fear that the territorial impera¬ 
tives of strong neighbors will bring 
everything crashing down. 

This improvement has been cloaked 
by controversy and bitter political de¬ 
bate on subjects ranging from privati¬ 
zation to the future of the bankrupt 
Gdansk shipyard, but it is a sense of 
historic opportunity rather than de¬ 
spair that is fueling these debates. With 
the glaring exception of income distri- 
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budon, most of Poland’s social institu- 
rions are flourishing. 

From a geopolitical standpoint, 
Poland is secure for the first time in 
centuries. Germany, one of her tradi¬ 
tional foes, is united, democratic and has 
renounced any territorial claims. In¬ 
deed, Germany is now Poland’s largest 
trading partner. The other great foe, 

Russia, is in deep crisis, _ 

saddled with immense 
domestic problems and 
the remains of an empire ’■ 
that continues to fall A 
apart. A 

Over the past 10 years 
the situation along 
Poland’s borders has changed dramati¬ 
cally. Until 1989, Poland had only three 
neighbors: Germany, Russia and 
Czechoslovakia. Today, that list now 
reads: Germany. Russia, the Ukraine, 
Lithuania, the Czech Republic, Be- 
lorussia and the Slovak Republic. In 
Polish eyes, quantity has given way to 
quality and variety when it conies to its 
neighbors. 

Domestically, the demise of commu¬ 
nism opened the door to democracy 
and two of its foundations, freedom of 
assembly and freedom of speech. There 
are now over 200 political parties of all 
stripes, from the reformed communist 
Democratic Left Alliance to the right- 
wing Confederation of the Independent 
Poland. 

Freedom of speech is now guaran¬ 
teed and widely enjoyed. There are nu¬ 
merous newspapers and magazines, 
again spanning the political spectrum. 
Atone end is the left-wing weekly JV/£, 
published by the notorious former com¬ 
munist government spokesman Jerzy 
Urban, at the other the right-wing; Gaze- 
la Pfthiui which specializes in anti-com¬ 
munist rhetoric and xenophobia. In ad¬ 
dition, there are privately owned radio 
stations competing with public and 
Catholic church-owned networks. 

As it stands, the only people who 
have to worry about iheir political free- 


mm. 


do ms are former communist dignitaries 
and those connected to the old security 
apparatus. Efforts are underway to pass 
legislation—known as the lustration 
laws—that limit the rights of former se¬ 
curity officials to hold high public office 
such as a governorship of cabinet posi¬ 
tion. Currently there are an estimated 
200 people holding high public office 
.. imh who were connected to 

■ the communist secret 

police, and some high- 
ranking communist 
party officials are serv- 
•]> ing the current govem- 
' ment—Prime Minister 

Wiodzimierz Cimon- 
szewicz and Minister ofEducarionJerzy 
Wiatr are both former party members. 

This is one of the most sensitive is¬ 
sues currently facing Polish society; 
even Lech Walesa, the hero of Solidari¬ 
ty, has been placed on a list of former se¬ 
curity collaborators by his right-wing 
enemies. While lus- , — 
nation is arguablv . 

justified on mond IRIS lIRprOVBl 
and political , , ,, 

grounds, many Poles ClORKBll DJ Cl 
are worried about ■ ... 
the legal implications BftlRr pOllUGt 
of singling out a . 

small category of cit- SUBJECTS HUtf 

However, lack of tizationtothi 

freedom is not the » * , 

biggest worry for OaniOUpt bOR 
most Poles. Lack of 
money is. While in general die Polish 
economy is booming—“Poland is a new 
star on the horizon,” according to the 
Econo misl —not everyone is participat¬ 
ing equally in the boom. Unemployment 
stands at 15 percent, and sonic experts 
predict it will stay at dial level until at 
least SOOn.There are 50(1,00(1 Pules who 
are considered officially homeless. 

In contrast, the country's “new rich" 
are building Beverly Hills-type man¬ 
sions, importing expensive ears and 
planes, vacationing in exotic places and 


This improvement has been 
cloaked by controversy and 
bitter political debate on 
subjects ranging from priva¬ 
tization to the future of the 
bankrupt Gdansk shipyard 


establishing foundations. Shops that 
were empty 10 years ago now ofler 
ev erything, including luxuries imported 
directly from Paris and Milan. 

So far, this contrast has not shown 
up in the official statistics or created 
any serious social tension. Tins is due 
in part to the fact that the income struc¬ 
ture inherited from the communists is 
still a factor, and also to the fact that the 
new rich are still scarce enough to he 
statistically insignificant. In a recent 
survey, a cross-section of Poles asked to 
rank diems elves on an income scale of 
1 to 7 gave an average score of 3.8, sug¬ 
gesting that most believe their country’ 
fs still fairly egalitarian. 

Another trend that may cause social 
problems in the future is immigration. 
According to the Ministry of Interior’s 
Tomasz Ruba RozlowskL, immigration 
from East Europe, the former Soviet 
Union and Asia is growing. About 
3.000 illegal immigrants a year are de- 
T ■ - ... -.. = ported, and the War- 

. . ■ saw’ police incurred 

lilt MS D66R criticism earlier this 

. vear when they 

troversy and evicted IOO Roroan- 

. i ian gypsies, deport- 

D6DaT6 ON ed them and burnt 

. down the “village” 

g from pma- they had erected on 

■ . f _■ die banks of the VTs- 

ntureottne tub River. 

■ ■ - « If Poland can deal 

a SDIpyam with these problems 

while they are still 
marginal, and solve the problem of un¬ 
employment, dien it will maintain die 
high ranking it has achieved on such in¬ 
dexes of social healdi as die World 
Times Wealth of Nations Index. After 
all. die country has already done a re¬ 
markable job of burying its gray, grim 
communist past.® 


Daniel Passent, a former editor of 
The WorldPaper , is an editor and 
columnist for the Warsaw-rased 
news weekly Polityka . 




First place has its limits, says Chinese graduate student 


Writing a report 


you can't print 


t 


By Jin Chen 

T he first place in this round of 
final exams is Chen Jin, the sec¬ 
ond is....” 

I was pleased when I heard the 
teacher announce the r ankin g of 
53 students in the class, and im¬ 
mediately envisaged my mother’s 
most likely response — she would ask 
my dad to continue his work, R£Jt{ 
then take Haifa day off from ygoi 

her work so as to take part in MM 
the subsequent parent-teacher Uvu 
meeting because we all knew 
that the whole meeting would be 
about the ranking. It was generally 
understood, although nobody explic¬ 
itly stated in the school, that the stu¬ 
dent’s evaluation was based solely on 
his/her academic performance. I did 
not realize the weakness of this sys¬ 
tem until my first boss asked me, “Put 
some paper into the printer and print 
out your report,” and I couldn’t do it. 

Just as academic test scores should 
not be used to predict somebody’s ac¬ 
tual ability to succeed in a professional 
career, a country should not be evalu¬ 
ated solely on the 
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swer is, of course, subject to numerous e: 
factors—what kind novel it is, how usc- 
ful it is in terras of obtaining some sort 
of education and to what extent he has 
mastered the text material Likewise, 
when rankin g die variables, we had to 
deal with whether .a higher government 
budget surplus was better, whether a 1 

higher savings rate is better, whether g 
low unemployment is better, 

-whether less government regu- .-V r ' 

btion is best, and so on. 

The answers to many of 
these questions relate to which 
part of the business cycle—the peak or ^ 
the trough—the economy is in, which 
is to some extent subject to people’s p* 3 * 
perception. The ranking of these van- 
aides therefore has to assume that the , 
public’s perception carries great weight " . 
regardless of the specific economic or \ 
social conditions. This assumption cer- 
tainly does not mean that the ranking - ; 
system is right- It simply enables uni- . V.. 
form comparison across countries. 

Is it fair to impose a standard to all 
countries, which is a mosaic of indka- 
tors and represents a certain value sys- ' s 

. : . ... tem? No, it is not.”-: 






gross domestic In the same* 

pursuing acac 

range ofindict.ors. 

In the same way bdlaSU UK lUj 
exclusively pursu- 

ing academic ex- u6V6iQpflt60t I 
cellenee caused • *nii 

the lopsided devel- JfflTSQHlg Uln ] 

ZZTpurTmnt~ cause unbalai 

GDP growth alone >■ 

will cause unbal- IlfflftgU B&fiffll 

anced allocation of _ 

limited human and FSSWFCCS 
natural resources. 

An academic ranking based on the 
scores in six subjects can be improved 
at the cost of disengaging in music, • 
drawing or athletic activities, which 
did not contribute to the ranking; 
GDP growth rate can be speeded up 
at the expense of the productive ca¬ 
pacity that we pass on to future gener¬ 
ations, including clean air and water, 
or by sacrificing of human rights. 

The question then is how to give a 
holistic measure of the wealth of na¬ 
tions while keeping a simple methodol¬ 
ogy’ for the sake of effective communi¬ 
cation. Among more than one hundred 
variables considered, we selected 63 
variables, which apply to relatively dis¬ 
tinct aspects of the wealth of the nation. 
We decided to rank each one of them 
and then weigh them equally. 

Yet, nothing is black and white. If a 
spident does not have the pressure of 
pursuing academic excellence and 
reads a novel instead of a textbook, is it 
good for him or bad for him? The an- 


pursuing academic excellence 


development of my education, 
pursuing GOP growth alone wfli 


, » . However, it is def- • . 

exclusively initeK astepfon 

. ,1 ward from using* • 

1C excellence single indicator 

. - such as GDP ji/.VDAY 

lieu growth, pursuit of-"- : 

. . which may’ very ■ *" * ... 

my education. 

, , «. balanced econo- ... 

noth alone wfli my . 

, || . , Should my * '■' - 

!i 3ltf$6itlOIl 01 mom have felt " 

. . , proud of me in - 

iid natural .he,^.- > - 

teacher meeting? - * 

Yes, it was an ' V 
achievement , 

Should this achievement have been ob¬ 
tained at the cost of my own interests in MOM 3 A > 
music and other extra-curriculum ac¬ 
tivities? No. But the question srili re- _ 

mains; where is the optimal point at 
which my most limited resource— - 

time—is used most effective])'? {*’DA ^ 

That depends on which index I " 

am being measured against.® 


Jin Chen is a masters’ degree candi¬ 
date IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AT ' 

Boston College. 
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The IDC/World Times 

Information Imperative Index 

Research Findings 




The first comparative analysis 
of levels of information technology, infrastructure 
and usage in 55 countries 


The Third Revolution: The 1996IDC/World Times Information 
Imperative Index offers an extensive analysis of the Information 
Imperative Index first released in the June issue of The WorldPaper. 

* 55 countries in North and South America, Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe 
and the Middle East analyzed 

* teclmologyT^* 65 countr Y aptitude to adopt information 

* Report highlights: 

- analysis of the implications of the index research and its findings 

- full discussion of the methodology 

- tables detailing the 20 components measured for each country 

* A strategic planning tool for 

- governments 

- information technology vendors 

- international organizations 

- financial institutions 

Available Now. List price: US$7,500 
For more information or to order the report please contact: 
lisa Bloom, (DC, Tel: 508-935-4236. Fax: 508-935-4271 
Internet lbloom@idcresearch.eoni 


IDC 


5 Speen Street 
Framingham, MA Q1701 USA 
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HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL. 

WARM WELCOMING & PERSONA L .4 TTENTION 
~ A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 

** 18 SUITES FURNISHED LUXURIOUS SUITES 

t »Il ba** f &■ dinniite room, comfortable bed rooms satellite channels, direct telephone, 

a fdScktB Wim an utensihyou may need) 

■:w Suitable prices. 

■+l We give you 24 hrs services. 

^AirdrUTeservation - Travel arrangements - Booking at restaurants. 

Most credit cards arc honored. 

m- Enjoy & Celebrate whatever occasion you have in our Coffee shop tg Olhelo Terras. 

WPirr us 'JO'JiMo’Jzz sv$frises 

Tla T a Alali Tel. 837175 - 837172 


Philadelphia (tel: 634149): 

Assassination (Arabic) 

Plaza (tel: 699238): 

Nasser 1 56 (Arabic) 
Concord / ( tel: 677420): 
Eraser 

Concord 11 (tel: 677420): 
Assaings 





Programs on JTV 
from 28 September - 4 October 


c s pertepu ., h **. 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2 ; 00 —Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 




n, «ui - '3:0S— Moomin 


3 JO—UEFA Football Match 
5:00—French Programs 


tries \ -I T* ^ 7J5—Baker's field 
b *" 'ucli ls a „ 11)Sii j g^)0—The Album Show 
Jici r C | iresents a , xn3a ‘ 8:45—Miami Vice 
^ 9 JO—Prism 
,tn - J V J(fc00—News at Ten 
limohr Hiw n . l(h25—The Bold And the 
U&IVgfy • •'Beautiful 

it V II 11:35—Feature Film: The VI- 

XC&ElfinPP . •* Jiaude Revenge . stoning: Lou 
flndtnn Philips & Melinda Dellion 

SUNDAY 

2 : 00 —Teletext 

rflirstiftn 3:00—Holy Koran 

UUWSUUli, utUtffc 3:05—Fieveis American Tails 
i 3 JO—Just The Job 

mmll ^ 3:45—Mac & Mutley 
,m 4rOO-Italian Soccer 

tfiPOtinn nf ^ 5:0O-French Programs 
iUldlfQfiOT niomb. 7J0—News Headlines 
i7:35—CInema,Cinema 
Iflirol \ me - 8:00—American Chart Show 

liuiGt ihtpdte 8:45-Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

itichat: ^:10—Blacke’s Magic 

Vai* 10:00—News at Ten 

. . ‘ 10:25—dazzle (Best Seiler) 

j 12.-00—Short Story 1 Cinema 

lid tliu. jiluc'cniuiilutit- 

J Jt llic 0.»l *if ill' CBDiEj. MONDAY 
c atui.»dicrcxtra-amoii 2:00—Teletext 

m where is ditv'|'tUDil[«£. 

11 im tii« >Ht limneditfuu- ' ■ . "■»» ; 

—i? i:s>cii im.'ii effeetr*^ CROSSWO 

bat cl«.|*cii»ls «»riwh«imt .. 

ctng meaMircJ 


0 <b?. 7 JO—News Headlines 


usivsfy 

xceEEeoce 

docatisn. 


',HiN l< a MAsTtRj’uMB-' 4 
!N EL'SiNESS aPMIM fltoP- 
<i.N I .ulLFoF- 


location of 
iturai 


3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Adventures On Rain¬ 
bow Pond 

3:30—UEFA Football Match 
5:00— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Hypnotic World 
of Paul McKenna 
8:00—Deep Probe Expedi¬ 
tions (Doc l 

9:10—The I^zarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:10—Bodies Of Evidence 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—friVThe Happy Pro¬ 
fessor 

3:25—Captain Planet 
3:45—Aif 

4:10—Road to Avonlea 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Blossom 
8:00—Man Alive (Doc) 

8:30—Encounter 
8:45—Varieties 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Mission Impossible 
11:15—China Beach 
12:00—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



me 

n Ji 3 > rfLC -' 

Xf-V ** 

3TJT- 3T-'- :rr "** 

Chalnnaa 

S*ei iflWiS 
Sdltar^BrCidel 

rocna l: 
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idings 
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■■■ Hwa aa 


»analysis 
ilogy. inf**"*"* 
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Vorid 


ACROSS 
1 Was 
indebted to 
5 Indexible 

10 Fal 

>4 Delicate 
fabnc 

15 Bower of 
branches 

IS Dies — 

i7 Son of Seth 
I 13 French 
waterway 

19 Letters 

20 Unselfish 

33 Fit to sat 

24 Canot, e.g. 

25 Opening tor 
a com 

26 Kmdol 
candy 

29 More fussy 

33 Hun 

34 Religious 
one 

35 “...a man — 
mouse" 

36 Pea or bean 


37 Sratet 

38 Gnarl 

39 Scon’s cap 

40 With no 
company 

41 Nasty 

42 Activate 

44 Faye and 

Ghostty 

45 Facilitate 
45 Group ol 

nations 
47 Wolfgang 
Amadous — 
50 Partner 

54 MAdoalh 

55 Gladden 

57 School 
jacket 

58 Engbsh 
composer 

59 River in 
afnoa 

60 Infrequent 


DOWN 

1 Cassmi 

2 Dwindle 

3 College 
subj. 


30 Order in 
architecture 

31 Destroy 
gradually 

32 Regards 


4 Left high and 34 Hardened 


dry 

5 Barroom 

6 Fresh-water 
Ish 

7 Wading bird 

8 Because 

9 Sponge 

10 Restricts 

11 Graceful 
horse 

12 Banister 

13 Term in 
printing 

21 Large 
crucifix 

23 Entrance 

25 Sebright 

26 Hindu class 


61 Wanton icok 27 — liner 

62 Diviners 28 Composition 


63 Great 
number 


29 Lifting 
device 


from cold 

37 is bright 

38 Short pants 

40 Chinese 
gelaun 

41 Blackthorn 

43 Schoolbook 

44 Trees of the 
Piicn family 

46 Viwms dog 

47 Food and 
drink 

4B Monster of 
myrh 

49 Writer Gioy 

50 Wse 

51 Romance 
lang. 

52 Gist 

53 Was 
conscious ol 

56 RodftiG 


5 measur 
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Madonna in American Chart Show, on Sunday at 8pm 


3:05—Iris 

3:20—The Flints to ties 
3:45—The Adventurers' 
4:10—Kelly 
4JO—Earth Revealed 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Four Seasons 
8:00—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:15—Hart To Hart 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Jonny Quest 
3:30—NBA Basketball 
4:30—Take Your Pick 
5:OOr-French Programs 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Here’s Lucy 
8:00—People Count 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Race 
Against Time, starring: Rich¬ 
ard Crenna & Patty Duke 
12:00—Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Twinkle 
3:30—Name Your Adventure 
4:15—Crystal Maze 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
1-35 —Growing Pains 
8:00—Fench Varieties 
8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10-rThc Wanderer 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: Ad¬ 
ventures of Don Juan, star¬ 
ring: Errol Flynn and Viveca 
Lindeors 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAMEDS 

5:00—Dcssins animes 
5:15 —Emission jeunesse 
La vie dev am mui 
5:30—Jeux 

Lcs bons genies 
6:00—Serie 

Police des polices 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
-USA* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devunt moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Qui esr qui 
6:00—Magazine 

La marc he du siecle 
• 9.000.000 de bene- 

voles*, 1 ere pjrtie 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDl 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devanc moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Lcs bons genies 
6:00 —Magazine 

La marche du siecle 
■ 9,000.000 de bene- 
voles*. 2eme partie 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 


• Joan collins 
dresssed up to the 
nines to celebrate 
the launch of her 
autobiography 
titled Second Act at 
The Black Lodge 
in London last 
week. 


Qui cst qui 
6:00—VarieteS 

Le grand bazar 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

MERCREDJ 

5:00—Documen taire 

La France auk 1000 
villages 
* Pi cur die- 
5:30—Document 

Sacrifice ou la leuende 
6:00—Docunwntaire 

Lcs enfants du voyage 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et mu siqLie 

JEUDI 

5:00—Divertissement 

Le cirque de demain 
5:30—Di vertisseme nt 
Su[prise sur prise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaTa 

VENDREDI 

5:00 —Dessins animes 
5:30—Film 

'•Les Cordierjuge et 
flic* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
AUo la icrre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Don't buy any 
machinery unless absolutely neces¬ 
sary. It might be — stuff tends to 
break down when Mercury’s retro¬ 
grade. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
Literary endeavors should go well. 
Expect moments of creative genius. 
The pace is fast and furious. Debates 
will be abundant and intense. 

Taurus lApril 20-May 20). Take 
your time and get it right. The boss 
has something specific in mind — 
make sure you know what it is. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). The 
Muse will visit. Finish up that short 
stcay you’re writing and send it to the 
publisher. Don't talk to your friends 
on company time — you’ll miss 
something important. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
Paperwork concerning money domi¬ 
nates' your life. Don't fight it. Moke 
time for contemplation. Rest up for a 
finny of activity that’ll hit soon. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re up 
against stiff opposition. Don't worry, 
love will find a way. Talk to the per¬ 
sonnel counselor. You might qualify 
for a benefit you don’t even know 
about. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). It’s easy 
to make mistakes, or run into mis¬ 
takes somebody else has made. Let 
friends help you through confusion. 

Libra (SepL 23-OcL 23). A fasci¬ 
nating conversation leads to an 
unusual friendship. Don't let an infat¬ 
uation interfere with the job. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). An 
infatuation with an older person could 
disrupt your home fife. Don't let it gel 
out of hand. You’ll see tree love — if 
you’re smart enough to recognize it. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Get 
a technical expert to help you solve a 
tricky problem. A friend's dilemma 
requires your attention. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Take 
time to do the research. Read the 
manual and talk to your friends. In 
the meantime, a hassle at home 
demands a solution. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You're 
brilliant. Finish up old projects — 
don't stan new ones. Buy lunch for a 
' friend in repayment of a debtl 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Fill 
out bureaucratic paperwork, and get il 
turned in. Don’t worry about money 
— think of a way to make more. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You may fall for an 
intellectual ibis year. You’re also 
lucky at games you’ve played before. 
Work reward your dream. 

O Kflti. Tribune Medio Servicr* 


Bridge 

A Dash of Guile 
By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
A 9 7 
«3KJ9 
OAJ1083 
*KJ10 

WEST EAST 

A K6 5 4 *3 

<7643 <7108752 

0954 076 

*Q52 *A9843 

SOUTH 
* A Q J 10 8 2 
<?AQ 
OKQ2 
+ 76 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1* Pass 2NT Pass 

6* Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 

When skill alone might not be 
enough, ir does no harm, circum¬ 
stances permitting, lo pull ihe wool 
over the opponent’s eyes. South’s 
sleight-of-hand here paid handsome 
dividends. 

This hand is from a team match. 
Things had not been going well for 
North-South, so South barged to six 
spades in an attempt to recover 
something from earlier disasters. We 
recommend either a bid of three 


Jumble 


spades, which would be forcing in 
this sequence, or an.invitational jump 
to four no trump, inviting North to 
bid a small slam with a‘maximum 
two-no-trump response. Both 
actions would have kept the contract 
below the slam level. 

Obviously, a dub lead would have 
left declarer with no play. Indeed, 
that would have been our choice. 
Against a small slam, an attacking 
lead will gain more often than a salvo 
from three low cards. After a heart 
lead, it seemed that the contract 
hinged on the trump finesse, but 
declarer decided that, given a 
reprieve, he could engage in some 
skullduggery at liitie cost. 

The first trick was taken with the 
acc of hearts, the queen of hearts was 
overtaken with the kine and the jack 
of hearts was cashed for a diamond 
discard. Now the nine of spades was 
ran to West’s king. 

West could not wait to shill to a 
diamond. Declarer won in hand, 
drew tramps and claimed the rest of 
the tricks. 

While we applaud South's effort. 
West could have avoided the debacle 
by simply leitina dummy's nine of 

S 'ades nold the first lead of the suit. 

n the second round of tramps East 
would signal by discarding: a high 
club, and"the defenders will get inc 
two tricks which were their due. 


llauniabli these four words, unr 
teller in eurb square, lo form four 

ordinary words. 


PINYP 


RYDYL 


MOARFT 


BITLEG 






mm? 


WHEN THE SOUP 
0URN£P HE> MOUTH 

ye ms— 


Now arrange thr drdrd Irtten hr form the 
surprisr urttvef, US sugsesird hj- the uliuve 


Words of 
Wisdom 


When you borrow money, 
you sell your freedom. 

• • • 

Tho>e who do not strive to 
become greater, become 
smaller. 

• • • 

The weak use circum¬ 
stances as an excuse for fail¬ 
ure; the strong use 
circumstances as an impetus 
for success. 



J 



Video releases 

‘BEFORE AND AFTER " (Hollywood. $100.71): Meryl 
Streep and Liam Nceson star in director Barbel Schroeder's 
{"Reversal of For.une") drama as a New England couple 
who find themselves on opposite sides when their teen-age 
son (Edward Furlong, of “Tennimitor2‘ ) is accused of mur¬ 
dering his girlfriend. Predictably, extreme stress results for 
the entire family; Alfred Molina also is featured. ”* (PG-13: 
.AS, P, V) 

“A THIN LINE BETWEEN OWE A HATE'’ tNew Line, 
S 102.65 v. Martin Lawrence moonlighted front his Fox com¬ 
edy series “Martin" to serve as executive producer, co¬ 
writer. director and star of this parody of "Fatal Attraction. ” 
He plays a ladies’ man who definitely attracts the wrong lady 
when a woman he jilted iLynn Whitfield) seeks revenge: 
singer Bobby Brown and veteran performer Della Reese co- 
star. * * (R: AS, P. V) 

COMING SOON: "F.ARGO ’' (PolyCram, Ocl 1): Film- 
making siblings Joel and Eihan Coen's offbeat sioiy con¬ 
cerns an extonion attempt; Frances McDoimand plays a 
pregnant sheriff. (R) 

“THE GREAT WHITE HYPE" (Fox, Oct. 1): Peter Berg 
(“ Chicago Hope") plays a boxer lured into a series of gruel¬ 
ing fights by a crafty promoter (Samuel L. Jackson). (R) 

‘MYSTERY SCIENCE THEATER 3000: THE MOVIE" 
(MCA/Universal, Ocl 1): The TV series returns to its movie 
roots by mocking the sci-fi classic “This Island Earth. ‘ ’ (PG- 
13) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions: N, nudity; P. profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 


O I9W, Tribune Medui Sen ice* 
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u Wedding traditions 
around the world” 

UNDER THE patronage of Her Royal Highness Prin¬ 
cess Sarvath, 

the participating embassies and the international 
community in Jordan in cooperation with the Young 
Muslim Women’s Association are organising “Wed¬ 
ding traditions around the world.” 

It will be held on Wednesday, 9 October at 4.45 pm 
At the Amra Hotel in aid ol YMWA’s charitable pro¬ 
jects. At JD 20, tickeis are available at the Princess 
Sarvath College (641293/6S94S2), Mrs Wcdad Khalifa 
(641003) and the Embassy of Pakistan in Amman 
(638352). ■ 
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Le ton monte entre VEgypte et Israel 


ourdain 


Supplement en frangais du Star 

---... -K vi*--V--'- ‘ 


•La roimiL-arrofl lundi dc I'ambassadeur egyptien en Israel par le ministre israelicn des ^l^f/. 
etrang&res est intcrvenue apres une sbrie de critiques Ires rives de VEgypte a Vencontre dc nenjami 

Selanvahou (notre photo). .. . . . on parde» 

Fahi Al-Chazli. adjoint du ministre egyptien des Affaires etrangeres, a averti que les «misesenga 
euerrieres d'Israel provoqueront des ^reactions amilaires* chez les Arabes. «Le gouvernement de 
M.Snvahou nest pas connect des danger* qui resulteraient de Techec du proc^susde f** et 
malheureuscment ce gouvernement est capable de saboter les interets strategiques a isrueu tu 

nremier lieu. et de tous les pays de la regions*, a t-il qjoute. . _. r .- - 

^Parallelement M.Moubarak a evoquc le risque d’une nouvelle Intifada dans les temiotrespalesh 

qui Mcette Fois. ne se limitera pas aux jets de pterr v> et a qualify de «bomb«jVS accSS* nrec les 
construction sans Trein d’implantations juives en Cisjordame et le non-respect des accords 

OuelqucsVeures aupararant. un haut responsible egyptien du ministbre des SS. 
halt personnellement pris au Premier ministre israehen, lui recommandant d oiler voir unpsy 
Jamais depuis que les deux pars ant sign# la paix votia 17 ans. leurs relations n avau nl pns 
mcnie lorsque VEtat hebreu eiait dirige par des chefs de gouvernement de droite. 


i Orf i. 






Reportage 
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La commummte tehetchene expatriee de Jordanie est la plus importante dansle man ™ 

TuZie. Un de ses represents, AbMlatifBino.quia 


T Zt e centZ liens ^ils entretienne^ec cede 

ims^ ^ Si(d& [aRi<ssje mfin en mixaJ>ris plmieursannees degue „e civile. 


Les resulfats du 

baccalaurcat cette onnec 
dEpassent la simple decep¬ 
tion puisqu'un Jordanien 
sur deux a Echoue a cet e- 
xamen. Un chilYre qui me- 
rite une certaine reflexion. 

Scion la mEthode pure- 
mcni jordanienne. et ce 
pour des raisons de com- 
moditc. on ne cesse de ren- 
dre responsables les jeunes 
vauriens pour ces mauvais 
rEsultats sans sc donner la 
peine de fournir des argu¬ 
ments scientifiquement 
valables. cl sans proposer 
bien sur des solutions adE- 
quates. 

Le problemc est certes 
du a plusieurs facteurs. 
L'analyse des resultats 
donne un avanuge dc plu¬ 
sieurs longueurs aux dcoles 
privdes qui restent. hclas, 
rdscrvdes a une catcgorie 
limiice dc la population. 

Pire encore, onze etabiisse- 
ments publics n'ont pas eu 
la chance d'a\oir un seul 
re?u dans leurs rnngs. 

Ilya done un malaise au 
niveau de I'enseignemcnt 
public ct non au niveau de 
la jeunesse du pays. Et le 
proces de cet enseignemenl 
insuffisani et inadapie per- 
mettra d'innocenler cette 
jeunesse avide d'apprendre 
et capable d'exceller. 

Personne ne peut nier le 
fait que les ecoles pub- 
liques sont prdsentes dans 
tous les coins du royaume 
et que I'enseignement y est 
graluit. Mais il nest pas 
suffisanl de posseder un 
bon esprit. II taut savoir 
1’appliquer. 

oCreffe tes poiriers, les 
petits enfants cucilleront 
les fruits*, disaient les an- 
ciens. Peut-on alors repro- 
cher 5 un enseignant de ne 
pas s'acharner a re lever le 
niveau intellectuel de ses 
dlevcs alors que son statui 
est si miserable eL qu'il 
manque du minimum de 
moyens et de respeci pour 
a peine survivre'.’ 

■ Donne et tu recevras*: 
quand un enseignant arrive 
ft Ja reunite avec 200 dinars 
par mois. ses aprts-midi 
seront. en toute logique, 
consacrces a -bricoler- 
pour remplir le venire de 
ses enfants pluiot 
qu'enrichir le savoir de ses 
elEves. 

Pourlant. a travers le 
pays, d'excellents elements 
du corps enseignants desi- 
reux d'accomplir leur de¬ 
voir ne manqueni pas. 
Mais parmi eux. un bon 
nombre se fail prendre par 
le piegc ineluctable de no¬ 
ire vie el se fail devorer par 
1'inertic. la lassitude et les 
comraintes tinancieres. de- 
venant des ** protheses vi- 
vantes> qui repetent leurs 
cours les yeux fermes. 

II y a bien sur aussi par- 
mi ceux qui ont echoue des 
eleves qui n'ont rien fait 
pour r^ussir. d'autres ayanl 
deserte l ecole pour donner 
un coup de main a leurs 
parents. Hfilas. d'autres se 
transforment en mendiants 
aux feux rouges. Mais pour 
cLre honnete. la plupart lut- 
tent pour rdaliser enOn 
leurs reves d’enfance et vc- 
nir s'asseoir sur les bancs 
des universites. Bien 
qu'ambitieux. ils pjiient les 
I'rais de I'injusiice de notre 
systeme dducaiil. Et 
1'iichec au premier examen 
de leur vie est un coup ter¬ 
rible qu'il mettront long- 
temps & oublicr car le 
doute est desormais en 
eux. 

Tout le monde ne peut 
pas habiter Amman et ne 
peut pas frequenter les ex¬ 
cellent et trfes ch&res 
ecoles privdes. Est-ce ce- 
pendant une raison pour 
priver la moilid des ly- 
edens. qui sont privds des 
moyens matdriels neces- 
saircs el sont viciimes d'un 
systeme educatif partielle- 
ment juste ct equilibre? ■ 


U 


«Nous aimons 

general Lebed puree c esi un 
homtne sage qui a compris que 
la guerre n eiait pas line solu¬ 
tion* confie Abdellatif Bino¬ 
major a la retraite de i'armee 
jondanienne d'originc tche- 
tchene. 

o N'eui en 1 tnon rang Jans 
I'armee jordanienne. je serais 
parti me bait re aux cotes des 
independantisies > avoue Ab- 
dellatif Bino. 66 3ns. -Le com¬ 
bat des Tchetchenes esi jiistc. 
Ils n'ont jamais jail partie de la 
Russ ie. Tonies les recherchcs 
hisioriques inontrcnt que les 
Tchetchenes ont plus de 3000 
ans d'hisioire alors que les peu- 
ptes slaves n'en ant que 1400*. 
Plusieurs jeunes Jordaniens 
d'originc tehetchene sont 
d'ailleurs partis se battre contre 
les Russes. Sept d'entre eux 
sont moris au front. 

Si Abdellatif n'a pas pris les 
armes. il est cependant ires ac- 
tif dans lc comite de soutien au 
peule de la Rdpublique 
tchdtchene. Un eomiie qui se 


charge d'envoyer des se- 
cours medicaux en 
Tchdtchenic et qui a ras¬ 
semble des I'onds destines 
a aider la reconstruction de 
cc pays. 

C'e’st au ddbut du 20emc 
stccle que les Tchetchenes 
sont arrives en Jordanie. 

- D 'apres cc que nous ont 
raconte nos peres ct nos 
ancles, e'est pour Jes rai¬ 
sons religieitscs que des 
membres dime Jizaiae dc 
tribns dc In region de Na- 
jiuravone {a 140 kms de la 
capiiole iclicichene Groz¬ 
ny) ont qtiitic leur pays 
pour suivre leurs leaders 
religicux ft se rendre en 
Terre Saintc.» Une grande 
panie de la communautd 
musulmane de Tchetche- 
nie a en effet et£ obligee 
dc s'cxpatrier pour fuir les 
con Hits russo-turques et la 




coni ms russo-iurquc* ci m i,- ------ 

domination cosaque chre- Abdellatif Bino, ici en compagnie d un des ses petttes-JUles, penseau- 
Lienne. jourdlmi entamer une carriere politique apres avoir servt 36 ans dam 

Au debut du siecle la jordanienne 

hsme de chemtn de fer du J .. 

Hedjaz c nn_ hauIe de meLrcs *l ue Le ' lu 

struite par le sultan de Zarqa. 

Cc sont les Tchetchenes qui 


i. •• 


‘ :v^JrCHETCHEI«^:W •?:= 
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Abdel Hamid et de- 
vant rclier Damas a 
La Mecque. s'arretaiL 
b la hauteur de Zarqa. 
en plein desert. C'est 
pourquoi les premiers 
Tch5lchfenes s'y in¬ 
stallment. Grace u la 
riviere-Zarqa, - beau- 
coup devinrent agri- 
culteurs. alors que 
d'auires iravailiaient h 
la construction du 
Hedjaz. 

Quelques annees 
plus tard, supportant 
mai la chaleur du de¬ 
sert. ils demandfcrent 
l’autorisation aux Ot¬ 
tomans de s'inslaller 
dans la region plus 
fraiche ct plus boisee 
Souweileh. plus 


de 


ont fonde Zarqa. Souweileh, 
Azraq ct Soukhne «* declare 1 ex¬ 
major. Selon ses estimations, la 
communaute tehetchene 

compte aujourd'hui entre 10 ct 
12.000 personnes en Joidanie. 

Une petite minorite dans un 
pays de plus de quatre millions 
d'habitants. Mais une minorite 
choy«5e par le pouvoir puis- 
qu'avcc les Circassiens tappe- 
16es aussi Tcherkessest. elle 
partage un quota de trois sieges 
au Parlement jordanien. Au¬ 
jourd'hui. le siege parlemen- 
taire reserve aux minorites cau- 
casiennes de Zarqa est occupy 
par un Tehetchene. Abdoul 
Baqi Jammo. Un projel dc Ini 
filcctorole or^voit meme 
I'attribuiion u up quatrieme 
si&ge pour les communautes 


caucasicnnes. ii Souweileh. 
«Cela /era tin siege de plus 
pour les Tchetchenes - affinme 
Abdellatif Bjno. - D'ailleurs. je 
me prescntenii moi-meine aux 
prodromes elections parlanen- 
taires sur la circonscription de 
Souweileh^. 


cousins en Tchctch- 
enie». raconte Ab- 
dellatif. *A quatre 
reprises, le visa in 'a 
ete refuse. En 1966, 
je faisais panie de 
la Garde royale. 
Purfois. le matin, le 
roi Hussein venait 
courir avec nous. 
Un jour que je cou- 
rais it ses cotes, je 
lui ai demande s'il 
pouvait m'accordcr 
un entreiien*. 

Le major lui a fl¬ 
iers fait part de son 
ddsir d'allcr rendre 
visite b sa familie 
reside en Tchetche- 
nie. Le roi Hussein 
a ensuite organise 
un entreiien b 
l’ambassade sovid- 
tique. Tout etait ar¬ 
range. mais la 
guerre des Six jours 
est venue contrecar- 
rer les projets 
d'Abdellatif. Et ce 
n'est finalement 
qu'en 1968 qu'il ver- 


Une communaute 
assez fermee 

Pits d’un si&cle apres leur 
arrivee en Jordanie. les 
Tchetch&nes sont resies tres at¬ 
taches a leur culture. En fa¬ 
milie. on parle tehetchene et les 
manages hors de la commu- 
nautd restent l exccption. 

Leurs liens avec leur pays 
d'originc restent aussi ires 
forts? - Des que la Jordanie a 
etabli des relations diploma- 
liques avec I'Union sovictique. 
en 1964. j'ai denumde un visa 
pour aller rendre visite ii mes 


ra pour la premiere fois la terre 
des ses ai'eux. Un aller-retour 
de 14.000 kilometres qu'il ef- 
fectua avec sa familie en vol¬ 
ume. 

En 1980. il deviem le pre¬ 
mier attache mtlitaire jordanien 
nomme a Moscou, ce qui lui 
permet d’effectuer des visiles 
plus frequentes en Tchdtchdnie. 
«La Tcheichenie est un pays 
magnfique- avoue Abdellatif. 
~J'ai encore de nombreux cou¬ 
sins qui vivent la-bas. J'y ai 
meme une maison et des terres. 
Pounant. si j'ainie m’y rendre. 
jc ne pourrais jamais v vivre 
car je suis avanl tout jordanien 
el je me sens plus proche de 
mes amis arabes que des mes 
cousins habitant la-bas.» U 


Vingt mois de guerre 


DeptliS maintenanl pits d'un mois. la Tchdtchdnie vii en 
paix La guerre qui a frappe cette region du Laucase pendant 
environ d?ix ans a fait 60.000 mens au setn dc la P^pubtion 
depuis (‘invasion russe en 1994. C'est en an mots dc ddeembre 
1994 que le president russe Boris Eltsine decidait den\oyer les 
troupe^russes pour nStablir le calme en Tchtehtmt une|re- 
eiondu sud de la Federation russe qui reclamesonmdepe^- 
dance Celle-ci a e'ld proclamde en octobre 1991 par Djokhar 
Doudai'ev. un ancien general de I'armee sovteuque quj avail 
rdussi a rassembler I'ensemble des commandants rebeHes. U 
avail lui meme fait panie des convois de depones tchetchenes 
entasses par Staline dans des camps au Kazakhstan ou cn Sibe- 
rie b partir de 1944. Pendant quatre et demi. Doudaicv a tenu 
Seau«n. Mais b la Hndu mois d'avril 1996. ,1 est mon 
dans le bombardement de sa residence par les services secrets 
russes qui I'avaient reperc grace a son telephone satellitaire 
Cet assassinat devmt selon Moscou mettre lin a la resistance 
tchetch&ne. Avec moins d'un million d'habitants et quelques 
milliere de combattanu; seulement. la Tchetcheme a cependant 
continuer de tenir tete a I'armee russe. refusant toujours de 
vivre sous la domination de Moscou. 

Auiourd'hui le calme est revenu. mais i! reste encore pre- 
caire. Aux termes de I'accord de paix sigmf lc aoul dernier 
le retrait des troupes russes devait avoir lieu le plus rapidement 
possible. Mais des le 9 septemhre. une premiere suspension de 
ce retraiL dtait annonefe par lc commandant en Lhet ^ 
troupes russes en Tchetcheme pour reclamer le reglement de la 
question de I'dchange des prisonniers. Ce retrait na hnalcment 

repris que le 20 septembre. , T 

L'une des preoccupations du pouvoir actuel en Tchett.heme. 
b lu tele duquel se trouve le president indtSpendanusie zeiimK- 
han landarbiev. est d'eviter lout reglement de compte apres lc 
depan des troupes russes. Certains miliciens arm£s par Mos¬ 
cou ont en effet luue pendant ce confliL contrc l mdepcndance 
de la Tchdtchenie. Pour obtenir le respeci de la discipline dans 
le pays. ZeUmkhan landar¬ 
biev a impost l'application 


Claudine Assad 


de la loi coranique dans le 
pays depuis le 22 septem¬ 
bre. Ce recount b la religion 
pour faire rdgner 1'ordre il- 
lustre bien la place 
qu'occupe I'islam dans 
cette region du Caucase. 
Cette religion a soutenu la 
lutte continue, ouverte ou 
secrete men£e depuis deux 
sifecles contre les occupants 
russes, puis sovi£iiques. I 



Djokhar DoudaTev a ete tue 
par les Russes en avriL 


i - 


Internet 


La netiquette se colie au royaume 

Le developpement de l'usage d’Internet et de sa messagerie ^ lectro, } u { l ‘ e /J l /°f 
danie a donne lieu a quelques cafoiullages. Poury remedier, une liste de con 
signes a respecter, la netiquette . vient d'etre communiquee a tous les utihsateurs. 

O ■ j _a nn mm -,lnrv I i rmiiv^r niserTti 1 ! 


Rencontre 

Le frangais tourne vers l’avenir 

Pour Jean Bardet, chefde la delegation parlementaire 
pancaise qui vient d’ejfectuer une visite de travail en 
Jordanie. le pangais doit reussir a devenir une langue 
plus attractive dans le royaume hachemite. 


Non, ce n'est pa* 

une coquillc. Ce n'est pas non 
plus une maladie bizarre et cer- 
lainement pas non plus un nou¬ 
veau modcle d'auioeollum pour 
ecolier studieux. La netiquette 
est tout simplement I'ensemble 
des rfegles de biens£ancc qu'il 
est recommande de respecter 
lorsque Ton utilise lc E-mail. 1 j 
messagerie Electro nique 

d'lmemet. ou le reseau on-iinc. 
Le mot vient de la soudurc des 
mots net (abrfiviation de net¬ 
work qui signifie reseau) et Eti¬ 
quette. terme utilisE pour de¬ 
signer parfois le protocolc. 

Tous les moyens de commu¬ 
nication classiques con- 
naissent leurs filous. 


des transmissions postales ou 
telephoniques. L'anonymat as¬ 
sure au coupable unc protection 
efficace dans la piupan des cas. 

II eiait done normal que la 
messagerie Elecironiquc 

d lntcmet introduite en Jordanie 
au dEbut de 1’annEe connaisse 
elle aussi quelques ratfs. II sem- 
ble cependant que les degats 
soient irfcs minimes et que les 
responsables du rEseau local 
dans le pays aient decide de 
prendre les choses en mains. 

C'est que juslcment. on n’est 
pas vraiment dans l'anonymat 
lorsque l'on sc conneclc sur le 
reseau Internet. Chaquc utilisa- 


teur possedc son adresse ou 
boite postale Electroniquc qui 
est directement liEe a son nom. 
Meme si dans certains cas les 
autres utilisateurs nc peuvent 
pas deviner le nom n^el de leur 
interlocuteur, le gerant du rE- 
seau. lui. le connaiL En eFfeL 
on peut tout a fail s appelcr His- 
ham Sawalha et prendre Lag- 
arderetfi’' pour code E-mail. Le 
vrai nom ne sera connu que du 
gErani du net et de ceux que 
Hisham aura bien voulu mettre 
au courant. 


Lei tres anonymes , • 

dans le courrier ct / ■■ 

coup de Fil polis- / Lft MErtquCTrC ... 

pies “’ll™ 
l'usage abusit que 
quelques uns font 



Souhail AI Svreis 



Un ensemble de regies 

Cela die. les quelques Ecarts 
constates jusqu'a present sur le 
reseau jordanien sont resies 
bien gentils el ne reve- 
tent aucun caractere de 
sravite. Par exemple. 
des adolescents se sont 
permis d'envoyer des 
messages b des nota¬ 
bles qui figuraient dans 
repertoire du net. en 
adoptant un style tres 
familicr. com me s'ils 
conversaient avec 
« leurs camarades dc 
classc. 

Un autre ex- 
^ emple illustrant 

cc manque dc tc- 
nue est lenvoi 
elobal de messages. 
En effet. le net est 
strucrun5 d'un cote' 
cn boites posiales pnvecs ct 
de I'autrc cn conferences, 
chacune de ees conferen¬ 
ces ctant consaeree ft un 
sujet bien precis, 

s'intitulant par exempic 
"petites annonces-. 
.■eouvememem-'. «rodici 
ct tdlevision»-. «une 

meillcurc Jordanie". 

Lorsqu'un abonmS cherchc a 
passCT une petite annonce. il est 
cense envoyer son message 
vers cette conference, ct uni- 
quement vers cclle-ci. Les 
ubonnds qui souhaitent consul- 
ter les petites annonces pour- 


ront alors la trouver aisemeni 
grace a ccuc organisation qui 
parait somme toute assez lo¬ 
gique. 

Certains persistent cepen- 
dant a vouloir posLer de faqon 
globale. b tous les abonnes, des 
messages qui ne concement 
qu'un sujet bien dEtini et qui 
devraient done eire envoyEs 
uniquemeni vers une confe¬ 
rence prcvue a cet effeL D'oii 
un flot parfois bien dEsagrEable 
de messages inutiles qu'il fain 
ouvrir eMire pour se rendre 
compte qu'ils ne vous concer- 
nent absolument pas. 

Pire encore, il est souvent ar- 
iiv6 qu'un abonnE ayont rei;u 
un message qui lui avail ete 
adresse ft litre privfi par un au¬ 
tre reponde de fa?on globale. 
e'est-ft-dire cn envoyant sa rE- 
ponse ft tous les membres du 
rEseau. Difficile de savoir si 
cette erreur eiait fortuite ou 
bien volomaire. Des discus¬ 
sions houleuses. parfois savou- 
reuses. ont ainsi Ete suivies en 
direct par d'auires utilisateurs. 

Les responsables du net cn 
Jordanie ont fail pnrvcnir un 
ensemble dc regies de con¬ 
duce. appelEes done netiquette, 
ft tous les abonnEs du reseau. 

Cette liste a etc envoyee par 
un E-mail poslE. bien entendu. 
de fa«;on globale. Il scrait trap 
long d'enumErer ici ces regies 
qufsont cn fail tres simples, re- 
spectant les principes elemen- 
taires de la politesse ct de la lo- 
ciquc. 

11 semblc que les quelques 
petits cafouillages du depart 
aient Etc bien reduits a prEsem. 
C'est la preuve que dune part, 
il ny avait pas vraiment de 
mauvuises intentions de la part 
des contrevenanis, et que 
d'autre part. 1'Enonce clair des 
itgles de la netiquette, menaces 
a T'appui, ont neuemeni contri- 
buc ii Eclaircir la situation. ■ 


Jean-Claude Elias 


Pendant quatre 

jours, une delegation parlemen- 
tafre fran^aise de quatre depu¬ 
tes a effecrue une visile dc tra¬ 
vail en Jordanie pour Evaluer la 
cooperation culturclle. scienti- 
fique el technique existant entre 
les deux pays. EmmenEe par le 
depute Jean Bardet, cette mis¬ 
sion parlementaire qui com- 
prenait ThErfese Aillaud. Michel 
Dessainl et Pierre Hellier. qua¬ 
tre dcputEs de la majoritE. a 
multiplie les rencontres aupn&s 
de responsables jordaniens, no- 
tammeni au ministcre de 
1'Education. de I'Enseignemem 
superieur ou du Tourisme. 

Lc but de ces entretiens Eiait 
de dresser un Elat des lieux de 
la cooperation franco- 
jordanienne. EtanL lui-mcme un 
des rapporteurs du budget de la 
francophonie - aupres de 
VAssembie nationale, Jean Bar¬ 
det s'est bien sflr panicu- 
Jierement imEressE ft la place 
qu'occupe la langue franfai.se 
en Jordanie. *Nuus uvons res- 
senii cn Jordanie une demande 
de lu France et du Jrunouts* 
explique Jean Bardet. -// s’ogit 
desormais d’encourager 

I’inlcrei qui exisie pour cette 
langue*. Un des points que 
cette mission a eu 1'occasion 
d'aborder au cours dc sa visile 
esi la revalorisation du fram;ais 
au baccalaurEat jordanien. Pour 
beaucoup d'EIEves jordaniens. 
cette matiere ne presentc que 
peu d’intEret car cn cas de mau- 
vais resukats lors de 1’examen 
final, die ne peut que faire bais- 
ser la moyenne gEnErale. Il se- 
raii done plus auraciif de faire 
du fran^ais unc langue option- 
ndle permettant aux Eleves. en 
cas de bons resultats. d'obtcnir 
des points supplemcntaires. 

L'image du fran^ais doit elle 
aussi Evoluer. ■•// ne faut pas 
relegiter le fran^ais a une 
langue de culture. C'est une 
langue de travail et d'affaires, 
ce qtu constitue un argument 


supplemcntaire pour 

Vupprendrc *». ajoute Jean Bar¬ 
det. Dans le secteur du touris¬ 
me noiammcm. ce besoin est de 
plus en plus important. 

A son retour en France, cette 
mission prEseniera un rapport 
dEcrivant notumment l’etat de 
la francophonie en Jordanie. et 
insistera sur les projets nEces- 
saires ft son dEveloppement. 
*La francophonie est un pro- 
duil J'avenir. On a souvent ten¬ 
dance a r/duire son envcloppe 
quand des coupes budgetaires 
s'imposcnt. Mais il faut faire at¬ 
tention car les consequences 
n/fasles en decoulant soni nom- 
breuses. La France doit veiller 
d eire presente part out*, ex¬ 
plique Jean Bardet. 

La visite de ccttc mission 
parlementaire fran^aise revEtait 
bien sur un caractErc particular 
en raison de la venue annoncEe 
du prEsident Jacques Chirac en 
Jordanie pour la fin du mois 
d'oetobre. *Ca lui a donne un 
relief plus important*, com- 
mente Jean Bardet. Cependant. 


cette visite de parlemenlaires 
n avait pas d’objectif politique. 
Les rencontres qui ont eu lieu 
avec le prEsident jordanien du 
sEnat ou de I'assemblee ren- 
traiem dans le cadre des con¬ 
tacts existant entre la France et 
la Jordanie par le biais d'un 
groupe parlementaire d'amide. 
En France, une quarantaine de 
pariementaires font partie de 
cette association prEsidee pa* 1 
Jean Bardet qui avail eu 
('occasion d'accueillir des dEpu- 
lEs jordaniens ft Paris en jum 
dernier. 

Apres cette visite jonia- 
nienne, la mission franpuse a 
pris le chemin de 1'Egypte ou 
les quatre dEputEs doivent ef- 
fcctuer le meme travail. Ils dis- 
posent pour 1'Egypte. pays da^ 
Icquel la francophonie est men 
plus importante, du meme nom¬ 
bre de iours que pour ia Joroa- 
nie. Une preuve supplEmen- 
taire. selon Jean Bardet, d* 
I’ailachement que ports la 
France ft la Jordanie. ■ 


Olivier Bras 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda franqais d'Amman 

Exposition 

«Ghada Dahdaleh ». Une jeune pelntre d'origirtE 
palestinienne, Ghala Dahdaleh, revient exposer e* 1 
Jordanie aprte un long 
sejour au Canada. 

A partir du 2 octobre 
Centre Culturel franqais. 

Video 

■•L'affaire Dreyfus - d'Yves 
Boisset. 

Avec C.Brendel, G.Desar- 
the, B.P.Donnadieu, 

Le 30 septembre k 20h00 
au Centre culturel franqais. 


au 
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Activities 




Government Depts . 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the ■ 
of SAFEWAY Bldg., 6SHNAMA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 680357 


The Prime Ministry .f4!21l 

Ammon Greater Municipality.6361 11 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affaire.666141 

Culture ‘ Jabal Amman.656391 

Education & Higher Education .... 6691SI 
Energj & Mineral Resources .. . . 815615 

Finance .. 656321 

Furcign Affairs . 6443b l 

Industry A Trade . .. 663191 

Information ... .641467 

Interior Ministry .663111 

justice .66310! 


Labour.69S1S6 

Municipaliu'es & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affaire.641211 

Planning.-.644466 

Pom & Communications.624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .66S481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.....602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation ..680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian. 644635 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian. 638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate. 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines... 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki. Consulate .645312 

South Korean .. 660745/6 

Souih Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kiogdom.823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA. 694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 ; 

Aeroriot.641510 ; 

Aeromexieo. 694802 i 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/b67824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Aliulia.625203 

Atyemda (Air yemcn).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.S94484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines . 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Line's.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines. 643341 

GuffAir.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.. 637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLincs .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 62598! 

Polish Airlines .62598! 

Qantas.S62288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676(77 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police .1 92/021111 

Civil Defence H.Q 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.022090/93 

Ambulance. 199 

Blond Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police. 625943/039703 

1 Traific Accidents.897467/8 

Hitthwuv Police.7S7111 


BUSINESSMAN GUIDE 


Hospitals 


Akleh Maternity.<>42441/: 


Al-Ahli. Ahdali. 1.64164/6 

Al-Basliir. Asliralieli. 775111/26 
AI-Mu.isJicr Hospital . 607227/9 

Amal Hospital. 074155 

Army. Marka . S91M1/I5 

Hussein Medical Cemie . M 3813 
Italian* Al-Muli.ijreeii 777101/3 
Jubui Amman Maternity 642302 

Khaledi Maternity. 6-442.SI/O 

Malhas. J Amin.m .... u3bl4l 
Palestine. Shmeis.ini. .. 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital. (iU224U/5U 

Shmeisani! lospitul .<4)7431 

The Islamic. Ahdali ... non 127/37 
Unhersity Huspiral. .. 845845 

General 


. 036141 
664171/4 


non 127/37 
. 845X45 


Hotel Suites 


Comfort 
(if Service, 
Location 

In the ^ of I 
Sweifvieh 


THE BEST MUSIC STORF. 



PtCG» 

-Hut 


“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

" Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



Many Villas & Apancments 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
S65605. Fax.810520 

Abdoun, Almouhtaseb Center. 


Amman Municipality .... 84341)2 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/5 3260 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.... 656390/91 

Jordan Telev ision. 773111/W 

Radio Jordan.77411 l/l l > 

Pom Office Inlo .751)981/2/3 

Telephone Information. 121 


"if** 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL, 692696 

CARDENS ST 


r » HOSPITALITY T , 
> 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sc j to your wildest 
imagination 
Te!:314l31/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel: 66670 5 



Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Vnt'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


TV* L s h, Vf 


Special offer 

From J until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Churgc 
2 Medium Pizza Tor Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


Mwro £t. TVL #6 213: 
lEHsirzd r C'ecter 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every' 

0 


0 Eacitih 

O Body skin trt'at'jcnt 

O Makeup 

O Kuropt ar. manicure, A 
padicures 

Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 

Ideal Residence for 
Expatriuies and Businessmen 




iitSfifr A Oi.7 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


lift] 


sfriaaaatga 

. i" 353 


i viVci/j: 

~j\ i: 69539 S' 


o Advertise in inis 
sno.ee , cal! us at 
652-380 


a nr- 1 * /£&*?***■’ 


Cafe Restaurant 


Different 


vntS 




Jalivl Vminur. Id: fi4522‘» 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
nearAhlivyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tei 638968 



Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

± ± * ir 

For reservations call (03) 316636 1 

Fax (03) 318246 | 



IK ad <MTU l \l Misilur Sir. 
1,1: 77X1 ')'> l .i\: 7SU.XI 


.Kir,Ian I ni' 
1,1: i.XSf.82 


Salewav-Tel: 6853 1 1 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i dim-:- in. Takeaway a delivery 1 
Mm-ii M. Jah'r Trade Center 
. .. 

i .J J. a ^ v l! 



\ !E t 

'<~y 


m CENTRE FOE QUICK SERVICES j THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

•ProfessionalDrycleaning 7=^ j AvnUnhld fit ' 

* Shoes Repair i fXVUUUvUS Ul , a ii n v 

*Darning KAREMAN JANARD Boutique b tkji 


-- 




* Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel :679947 


!■ r. P V I, r ; " ■' ■' : . ! V 

v t k } ? rj i i -- . - . 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


j A *9^ vail Tel: 695180* 

.>* r Fax; 682525 

carriage CARRIAGE RentaCar CARRIAGE carriage 




Wasfi Al- Tal Sl 






i$arz6zsh a ut 




*.-■ i - i 


\ 




■ K we offer:- - jj" 

1 ^ Computerized Engine Check * Electro Mechanical car check „ - 

’ a Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance - 
f ❖ Oil Change ' 1 -' 

Wasfi Ai-Tal St. Teh 685454 Fax: 682525 



Not all 11 cafe’s “ tire 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


■ 

■ f.L'a? , 

.m r jyr.jp. 
BkLJSsSlrifH sf; 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It AU 




.* *■ u . . • 




vfK Al- Shmeisani, Near Ata AH, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 — 
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Changing variables governing the telecommunications 

infrastructure: 

Enter the phone line 
jammers! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special t> > The Star 

IN ENGINEERING, opera¬ 
tions rescorch is the Held con¬ 
cerned with the best allocation 
and utilization of limited 
resources. Engineers, telecom¬ 
munications specialists among 
them, probably gain their job 

satisfaction through _ 

observing how their • 
work helps people lead 
more efficient and 
streamlined lives. Even 
though we never think 
about it. the always 
available dial tone- 
well. almost always 
available—that we get 
whenever we lift the 
hand seL is the result of 
intensive operations 
research studies. The 
amount of telephone cir¬ 
cuits available is much 
less than the actual num¬ 
ber of telephone users in 
country. This is because stud¬ 
ies based on average length of 
calls and peak time demand 
suggest, to very close accuracy, 
the optimal number of circuits 
that would serve the required 
number of phone numbers. 

The increasing popularity or 
the Internet and on-line ser¬ 
vices dramatically changes the 
variables that governed tradi¬ 
tional forecasting of telephone 
circuit needs. This stems from 
one main reason: the average 
length of any call has spiraled 
out of control. Whereas the 
average length of a phone call 
has been set at around nine 
minutes (an estimate made by- 
phone companies to incorpo¬ 


rate in the operations research 
calculations) Internet surfers 
and an on-line subscribers 
would spend hours indulging in 
the addictive world of on-line 
connections, which will push 
the average to new records. For 
a country like Jordan— whose 
phone call length average is 
already hisher than the interna- 



the 


tional standard, and phone cir¬ 
cuits already over burdened— 
the use of the Internet and on¬ 
line sen ices could bring about 
lough growing pains. The strain 
on the limited' number of phone 
circuits, especially as more peo¬ 
ple get on-line, could reach a 
disturbing situation, particu¬ 
larly in the on-line ‘savvy’ 
West Amman areas. As phone 
circuits get reserved for on-line 
connections, other users will 
stan experiencing the ever 
annoying lack of the dial tone 
in their phones. 

Ethical questions would arise 
amidst this new situation. As 
telecommunications companies 
have low profir margins or even 
non-existing ones' for local 


phone calls, and as they make 
the bulk of their profit from the 
International phone calls ser¬ 
vice. should these telecommu¬ 
nications companies bear the 
cost of upgrades alone or relay 
it to the on-line and Internet 
service providers businesses. 

In the US for instance, pro¬ 
viders of telephone services 
expect the on-line commu¬ 
nity to contribute pan of 
the costs associated with 
accommodating their ser¬ 
vices. which depend 
exclusively on phone 
lines, while the Internet 
service providers and on¬ 
line services answer back 
with the argument that, 
phone companies are 
already making generous 
profits* off phone call fees, 
which doesn't justify any 
request for increasing the 
lees. 

On our local scene, the 
matter is further compli¬ 
cated by the fact that the Tele¬ 
communications Corporation 
(TCC) is a public firm, and the 
on-line and Internet companies 
are private ones, which would 
have many people wonder 
whether accommodating the 
rise of demand on phone cir¬ 
cuits boils down to subsidizing 
the private firms by public 
money. Of course, with an on¬ 
line community of no more 
than 3.000 users of Global 
One. NETS or Access (Jor¬ 
dan’s three on-line services), 
these concerns could be prema¬ 
ture since the impact on phone 
circuit capacity is still low. 
This however, shouldn't pre¬ 
vent the TCC and other con- 


HP Independent Software Vendors (ISV) meeting in Amman: 

HP encourages efficient solutions 


HEWLETT-PACKARD held 
an Independent Software Ven¬ 
dors (ISV) meeting at the Forte 
Grand Amman Hotel. Iasi 
week, between 18 and 19 Sep¬ 
tember. It was supervised by 3 
number of Hewlett-Packard 
officials from Europe. 

The meeting was attended by 
fifteen participants from Jordan 
and fifteen participants from 
Israel, representing their inde¬ 
pendent companies, which pro¬ 
vide customers with integrated 
software and hardware 
solutions. 

Solutions that include elec¬ 
tronic forms, imaging, general 
connectivity. Arabization and 
others may all utilize the dis¬ 
tinct features of Helwert- 
Packard's product for increased 
efficiency and customer 
satisfaction. 

"Customers want solutions.” 
said Mr Roland Mattise. Area 
Manager from Hewlett-Packard 
Switzerland who flew in for the 
event. "We are not in the solu¬ 
tions business, but wc are mak¬ 
ing an effort towards displaying 
the role of Helwett-Packard's 
products as part of different 


types of solutions." com¬ 
mented Mr Mattise. 

He went on to explain that 
Hewlett-Packard holds such 
ISV meetings under a club 
called Jet Caps ilhe name of 
recent technology from Hew¬ 
lett-Packard to improve pro¬ 
ductivity through printing 
solutions). 

In electronic forms solu¬ 
tions. Hewlett-Packard has 
introduced an innovative tech¬ 
nology by which the forms are 
stored on the printer, relieving 
PCs of the burden of transfer¬ 
ring loo much data upon every 
prim command. Instead, the 
computer focuses on sending 
information to the printer, to 
fill the forms, thereby cutting- 
down traffic on local area net¬ 
works (LANs) and speeding up 
performance. 

Officials at Hewlett-Packard 
hope that the ISV meeting in 
Amman resembles the starting 
point for much more coopera¬ 
tion with local and regional 
software vendors, who have 
been informed on ways to 
communicate with Hewlett- 
Packard reeardine anv of their 


needs. 

Mr Pierre Brient. the ISV 
Account Manager from Hew¬ 
lett-Packard’s European Mar¬ 
keting Center in Germany, said 
that "following this meeting, 
software vendors can keep up 
to date on developments 
through joining HP's European 
Peripheral Developer .Associa¬ 
tion. By doing so. they will 
receive the latest information 
we publish in the form of 
bulletins, that can also be 
viewed on the Internet. The 
Internet, in particular, should 
provide an efficient means of 
receiving information, mini¬ 
mizing Lhe possibilities of fall¬ 
ing behind in developments." 

The ISV meeting was jointly 
organized by Heiwett-Packard 
and Scientific & Medical Sup¬ 
plies Co. (SMS), the Jordan 
dealer for Hewlett-Packard. 

“This ISV meeting is part of 
our commitment to the 
region’s market and we are 
investing more resources in the 
area.” concluded Mr Mattise. 


GroupWise— a popular choice on campus 


IMAGINE MORE than 20.000 
potential groupware users 
spread over a large city using 
mainframe. minicomputer. 
LAN-based PC systems and 
remote set-ups. 

Your goal? To enable all of 
these diverse computer plat¬ 
forms to communicate effi¬ 
ciently together, not only in 
smaller groups and larger 
departments, but across the 
entire organization. This is a 
problem which several univer¬ 
sities are addressing using 
Novell’s GroupWise software. 

Georgetown University in 


Washington DC is one of 
America's most distinguished 
universities, in the late 1980s. 
the growth of networks coupled 
with the use of electronic mail 
as a mission critical service, 
propelled email to the forefront. 

Georgetown chose Novell 
GroupWise because of the 
product’s functionality, availa¬ 
bility for multiple clients (DOS. 
Windows. UNIX and Macin¬ 
tosh) and commitment io sup¬ 
port additional platforms. The 
university implemented a 
GroupWise test in 1993. Since 
then, over 30 departments and 


over 3.300 users have installed 
GroupWise. With email users 
expected to grow to 20.000. 
Georgetown is confident Lhat 
the correct decision has been 
taken. Today, universities run¬ 
ning GroupWise also include: 
Indiana University. University 
of California. University of 
Nebraska. University of 
Alberta (Canada). University of 
Manitoba (Canada). University 
of Leiden (Netherlands). Uni¬ 
versity Hospital of Geneva. 
Oxford University (England) 
and the West England Univer¬ 
sity. ■ 


cemed bodies, like the Tele¬ 
communications Regulatory 
Commission fTRC). from con¬ 
ducting a thorough assessment 
of such an impact based on 
projections of the increase in 
number of users, which is 
bound to happen as prices drop 
and people get more educated 
on the benefits of being on¬ 
line. 

Being so obvious and some¬ 
what negative, the effect of 
Internet surfing on phone sys¬ 
tem economics and infrastruc¬ 
tural needs will surely pave the 
way for an interesting confron¬ 
tation: The tax-man Vs the 
line-jammer. 

email: 

Abbassi @ NETTS.com jo 


News update 


QMS Introduces latest 
color-laser printer 

• QMS has announced the 
launch of its Magicolor W\. a 
very competitively priced color 
laser primer. By providing the 
Magicolor WX with the ability 
to directly link up to personal 
computer servers. QMS is tar¬ 
geting this primer at the work¬ 
group market. The Magiccolor 
WX is specifically designed Jor 
Windows 95 workgroup users, 
supporting up to 10 users. It is 
a 600 dpi printer that incorpo¬ 
rates a RISC processor and per¬ 
forms at speeds of 3 to 6 color 


pages per minute, and 12 black 
and white pages per minute. 

Sun records growth in the 
Middle East 

• Sun Microsystems has 
recorded a growth of 42 per¬ 
cent in its operational profit for 
the Middle East, in the fiscal 
year ending June 1996. 

This falls in line with the 
company's performance inter¬ 
nationally, recorded a 20^ 
profit growth, with total reve¬ 
nue reaching S7.095 billion, 
compared to last year's 55.902 
billion. 
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Technology at the service of tourism: 

‘Jordan Tourist 
Information’at work 

EVERY ONCE in a while, you sec some shining examples of 
technological advancement being used to improve Jordan’s 
image. Multimedia technologies have long been used by many 
developed countries to showcase 
their touristic attractions, and it 
seems that the Jordanian Gov¬ 
ernment has picked up the him. 

An information ‘multimedia- 
booth’. provided by the Ministry 
of Tourism, is such an excellent 
example of such technology 
utilization. 

Found in the lobbies of Jor¬ 
dan's leading hotels and at tour¬ 
ist sites, for almost a year now. 

•Jordan Tourist Information’ has 
to be credited as a success. 

It is housed in a box that 
resembles an arcade machine— 

boasts wonderful sampled sounds including a number of well- 
chosen melodies to go with the different graphics on offer. 
Speaking of the graphics, there is a huge amount (hundreds of 
megabytes) of digitized pictures, distributed across the differ¬ 
ent sections. 

Access to information is made easy through touch-screen 
technology. Normally, touch-screen technology is far from 
perfect, providing less than satisfactory 'sensing'. How many 
times have you approached a touch-screen unit, only to Find 
that you’re forced to almost pierce the glass with your finger 
to get any results. 

What makes 'Jordan Tourist Information' unique is that it 
manages to provide high-sensing capabilities on-screen. . 

Now. if you think that all that has been stated about this 
product sounds quite impressive so far. you'll be even more 
impressed to know that a Jordanian company is behind this 
project. 

The Jordanian company Computer & Communications Sys¬ 
tems (CCS), through its London-hased office International 
Communication Systems (ICS), was responsible for putting 
together the 'Jordan Tourist Information' booth. 

Apart from the technology lhat the company had to put into 
the project, there is such a huge content involved that it would 
take a massive production effort to bring together the speech, 
sound effects, pictures and text about Jordan. All that in three 
languages: English. French and Spanish! 

CCS has to be commended for its effort, and the Ministry of 
Tourism must have been pleased to have worked with a Jor¬ 
dan-based company, rather than have to seek foreign expertise. 

Upon close examination, you can find out that the-booth is 
basically fitted with a 14 or 15 inch touch-sensitive computer 
screen, with well-configured speakers Fitted into the top part of 
the booth. Inside, the hardware is basically a computer board 
with all the required cards and add-ons. Of course, there's a 
massive hard disk or laser disk inside used for storage. Once 
you realize that it’s basically a standard computer system, with 
additions, you can't help but think how far smaller computers 
have come in making all these functions within reach. 

If you would like to check out the Jordan Tourist Informa¬ 
tion booth, pay a visit to the Hotel Intercontinental Jordan, the 
Philadelphia Hotel or any other major hotels in Amman. It 
should prove to be an enriching and enjoyable experience. 

, I'm sure iL provides tourists with a sense of pleasure to find 
all this information at their fingertips. For us. Jordanians, it 
should provide a sense of pride, through respect for the 
achievement held within the booth and the honourable idea 
behind it. Top points go to the Ministry of Tourism, and we 
hope this only resembles the start ■ 




Hollandsworth pounds way 
toward Rookie Award 


By Bob Nightengale 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

SAN DIEGO—The neighbors stop by for 
updates. The phone rings every night with 
calls from all over the country. The family 
room is littered with newspapers and mag¬ 
azines, and the computer is 
hooked up to the 
Internet. 

The satellite dish 
is spinning. And 
there's that portable « 
pager that keeps track \ 
of the baseball games. \ 
updating not only by the 
inning but by the batter. 

The Deer Ridge com¬ 
munity in San Ramon 
hasn’t been quite the same since lhat 
neighborhood boy started playing baseball 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

The house on Athens Drive is the only 
one in the development with a satellite 
dish, and it may be the only one in the 
entire San Franciseo Bay Area with a wet 
bar slocked with trophies, plaques, base¬ 
balls. bats—everything but aJcohol. On the 
television is a Plexiglas case with two 
baseballs, one marked. “First hit.' the 
other. “First homer." 

“I guess you can say life has changed a 
little bit for us.” said Gary Hollandsworth. 
laughing. 

Gary and Susan’s oldest child. Todd, 
happens to be probably the best rookie 
player in baseball. 

Not only has he been instrumental in the 
Dodgers’ drive to the National League 
West Division title, but he has emerged as 
the overwhelming favorite to become the 
Fifth consecutive Dodger to win the 
league's Rookie of the Year award. As the 
Dodgers open their series with San Fran¬ 
ciseo Tuesday night. Hollandsworth is bat¬ 
ting .301 with 12 home runs. 20 stolen 
bases. 63 runs and 59 RBI. 

“I was just to the computer to pull down 
stats on all of the other rookies.” Gary Hol¬ 
landsworth said Sunday night. “I would 
never tell Todd that, but ! keep checking 
on everyone else.” 

Said Susan Hoi lands worth: "We talk 
about the Rookie of the Year award all of 
the time. Well, at least all of the time when 
Todd's not around." 

Hollandsworth. who looks like a cover 
boy from an old Saturday Evening Post, 
hates talking about the rookie award, 
although he would love to win it. 

He just doesn’t like talking about his 
accomplishments, and his knowledge of 
the rookie award is definitely limited. 

For instance. Hollandsworth had no idea 
that the voting will be conducted after this 
weekend, when the regular season ends. 

He didn’t know that the result will be 
announced in early November. 



He didn't know the winner receives the 
Jackie Robinson trophy in January at the 
annual Baseball Writer's Association of 
America dinner in New York. 

“Maybe I'll think about all of that stuff 
when the season is over." Hollandsworth 
said. “But not now. We’ve 
got a pennant race to worry 
S\ about. Then, the playoffs. 
\ And hopefuIly. then the 
World Series. 

» ‘‘Can you imagine if we 
\ go to the World Series. 



win the World Series, 
and I’m voted the Roo¬ 
kie of the Year award? 

“I might as well step 
down right then and there. I mean, it 
can't get any better than lhat. can it? 

"Come on, this whole thing has been 
like a dream as it is." 

Hollandsworth. 23. sits in (he patio of a 
San Diego restaurant, showing an odd mix¬ 
ture of disbelief and embarrassment. 

He's trying to remember how much 
money he makes 
as an outfielder 
for the 

Dodgers. 

“I think it’s 
like 119, no. 

5126.000." he 
says. "No. 
that's not 
right, either, 
know it’s some¬ 
where in there. 

"But you know, when l signed. I 
didn’t even know what I goL I didn’t 
even ask. My agent took care of it 
for me. and 1 don’t even remember 
if he told me.” 

For the record. Hollands- 
worth makes SI36.U0G. It is (( 
about $500,000 less than 
Dodger relief pitcher Rudy 
Seanez earns, who has not 
pitched in a major league game this sea¬ 
son. It is about 5200.000 less than is paid 
catcher Carlos Hernandez, who was 
demoted to lriple-A Albuquerque and 
taken off the roster. It is about S6U.OOO less 
than Billy Ashley earns, and Ashley has 
been relegated to (he bench* by 
Hollandsworth. 

“i don't worry about that stuff." Hol¬ 
lands wonh said. “I know the Dodgers will 
utke care of me when the time is right. 
Believe me. (hat's not even a priority.” 

Not that Hollandsworth doesn't know 
the meaning of a buck. He would rather 
buy his suits during the spring sale at Sears 
lhan look for an Armani. He lives in a tiny 
apartment near Dodger Stadium, not want¬ 
ing lo pay the high rent to live at the beach. 
He traded in his Blazer on a Corvette, then 
decided that his Blazer was more practical 
and sent the Corvette home. 

He didn’t spend his SI 10,000 signing 


bonus out of college, instead investing iL 
into stocks and bonds. He would like to 
buy a house because he needs the tax 
break. 

"Todd’s always been very careful with 
his money." said his father. "1 remember 
once when he was 13 years old. he came 
running down the stairs to tell us that he 
won Si,000 on a radio show. We said. 
•Right. Right.' It turned out to be uue. 
Todd was the fifth caller on this radio 
show and won $ 1.000." 

So how did Hollandsworth celebrate? 

"He bought a $100 pair of tennis shoes.” 
his father said, "and used the rest to buy 
stock in UPS. You know, he made a nice 
profit." 

That is what Hollandsworth is about. 
What you see is what you get. 

You can like him or not but he isn't 
going to change to fit someone’s image. 

That may be why Hollandsworth is so 
highly thought of by veterans in the 
Dodger clubhouse. 

“You can't help but like the guy. 1 " 
said first baseman Eric Karros, the 
first of the Dodgers’ four consec¬ 
utive rookie-of-Ihe year winners. 
There are guys around here that 
haven't done.... and they 
act like they've been an 
MVP of the league. But this 
guy has done something, 
and he acts like he's done 
nothing. 

“When you 
think about all 
of the pres¬ 
sure. and all of 
the weight 

he's carrying 
on his shoulders, he’s done more 
than any of us (previous rookie- 
of-the-year winners). Nothing 
was expected of us. We were 
just happy to be playing." 

Hollandsworth has batted 
.333 with nine home runs and 
43 RBI in his last 76 games, so 
when Manager Bill Russell 
needed a leadoff hitter six 
weeks ago. he turned to Hol¬ 
landsworth. Hollandsworth 
□greed to give it a try. The 
with the exception of Brett 
Butler's brief return, has lasted ever since. 
He is baLting .341 as the leadoff hitter with 
21 runs, five home runs and 17 RBI. 

"This guy is special.” third baseman 
Tim Wallach said “He reminds me of 
Larry Walker (of the Colorado Rockies) a 
lot. And he’s going to just get better. The 
thing I think we all admire in him is lhat he 
just wants to win. When you worry about 
your personal stats, you're going to strug¬ 
gle. If you want to win games, you'll 
succeed. 

"Believe me. this guy is a winner." ■ 




experiment. 


Parma and Bayern, last two UEFA 
Cup winners, crash out 


LONDON—Bayem Munich 
and Parma, the last two winners 
of the UEFA Cup. both crashed 
out of the competition on Tues¬ 
day. Bayem. whose grip on the 
trophy was prized open by 
Valencia two weeks ago, finally 
relinquished their hold when 
they were eliminated 3-1 on 
aggregate by the Spanish side 
despite winning the second leg 
1 - 0 . 

Although Bayem won the 
second leg at the Olympic Sta¬ 
dium. they failed to turn their 
obvious superiority into suffi¬ 
cient goals. A ’ softly-taken 
missed penalty by German 
skipper Juergen Klinsmann 
summed up his side’s night. 

Bayern’s only goal came 
after two minutes when 
defender Javi Navarro headed 
into his own net under pressure 
from Christian Ziege following 
Mario Basler’s inswinging 
comer. 

If Klinsmann had converted 
the I5th-minute penalty. 
Bayem might have had a real 
chance of clawing back the def¬ 
icit but despite going close sev¬ 
eral times—-they forced 10 cor¬ 
ners to Valencia’s none— they 
could not score again. 

"If we can’t even score from 
a penally then how are we 


expected to win ?" said dis¬ 
mayed Bayem president Franz 
Beckenbauer. 

Bayem captain Lothar Mat- 
thaeus added: “We missed the 
chance early to go 2-0 up early 
on—not just from Klinsmann’s 
penalty. Wc had other good 
opportunities too. In the second 
half we tried to use too much 
force, but we lost the tic in 
Valencia, not here.” 

Parma, who won the UEFA 
Cup in 1995, went to Vitoria 
Guimaraes in Portugal holding 
a 2-1 lead from the first leg. but 
lost 2-0 for a 3-2 aggregate 
defeat. 

The Portuguese side won 
wiih goals from Vitor Paneira 
after 15 minutes and Ricardo 
Lopes, four minutes after the 
break. 

Guimaraes surprised power¬ 
ful Parma with the force of 
their counter attack and scored 
two without reply to win the 
tie. 

Soon after Brazilian striker 
Gilmar Estevam lost a golden 
chance to score when Parma 
goalkeeper Buffon blocked his 
shot with his legs, international 
midfielder Paneira lobbed the 
ball over Buffon's head in the 
15th minute. 

Striker Ricardo Lopes. 


whose goal was annulled when 
he was caught offside at the 
beginning of the second half, 
headed home in the 49lh min¬ 
ute after the Italian defence 
failed to intercept a cross from 
the right. 

Striker Dino Baggio was 
Parma's most dangerous player 
but his 63rd minute header was 
disallowed after the referee 
ruled that he had fouled a Gui¬ 
maraes defender. 

While Parma, and Bayem 
went out Bayern’s northern 
German rivals Hamburg 
reached the third round after an 
ill-tempered 2-0 win over Cel¬ 
tic which saw Celtic reduced to 
nine men and Hamburg finish 
wiih only 10. 

Hamburg went through 4-0 
on aggregate but were helped 
by some suicidal Celtic tackling 
and some harsh refereeing 
which left the Scottish team 
with just nine men by half¬ 
time. 

Malky Mackay and John 
Hughes were each dismissed 
for two bookable offences, 
while Hamburg's Markus 
Schupp was sent off in the sec¬ 
ond half by Belarus referee 
Viktor Schuk. 

As well as the dismissals. 
Celtic lost their leading scorer. 


Klinsmann free to go at end 
of season, says weekly 


BONN—Juergen Klinsmann has a clause in 
his contract with Bayem Munich allowing 
him to leave the club on a free transfer at the 
end of the season, a German newspaper 
reported on Sunday. 

The Bildam Sonniag weekly said it had 
learned from "a reliable source” lhat the Ger¬ 
man international striker negotiated a change 
in his contract at the end of last season which 
would allow him to move without cost at the 
end of 1996/97. 

Klinsmann signed a three-year contract 
when he joined the 13-times German champi¬ 
ons at the beginning of last season. But he has 
had his troubles at the club, including a major 
busl-up with captain Lothar Mattaeus and 
indifferent form. 

Bayem coach Giovanni Trappatoni substi¬ 
tuted him four times in the first six games, 
although he played the full 90 minutes'’in the 
1-0 win over Karlsruhe on Saturday. 

Klinsmann. 30. has been linked with Eng¬ 
lish clubs Blackburn and Evenon and the lat¬ 
est revelation sparked interest from other 
yBundesliga clubs. 



Ottmar Hnzfeld, coach of champions 
Borussia Dortmund, said he would be inter- 
esied in signing him if the chance arose. 

...If he was available he'd be attractive to 
any club, so why not Dortmund?" Hitzfeid 
said on Sunday. 

Bayem Munich officials were not available 
JorcommenLjB_ y 


Portuguese striker Jorge 
Cadele. after only 13 minutes 
when he was carried off fol¬ 
lowing a vicious foul by Ham¬ 
burg defender Stephane 
Henchoz. 

Celtic manager Tommy 
Bums had a furious on-the- 
piich argument with the referee 
as the teams headed towards 
the dressing-room at half-time. 
Goals from Karsten Baron 
(24th) and Andre Breitenreiter 
(50th) sealed the Germans 
victory. 

Sweden, whose part-timers 
have consistently embarrassed 
England's highly-paid sLars in 
recent seasons, did so again 
with Helsingborgs. most of 
whose players earn 300 pounds 
a week, knocking out Aston 
Villa, whose players earn about 
20 times more. 

Helsinborgs. who scraped a 
I -1 draw in England two weeks 
ago. prevented Villa from scor¬ 
ing and with the match ending 
0-0 Helsingborgs won on the 
away goals rule.' 

Newcastle. fielding the 
world’s most expensive player 
in the form of 15 million 
pounds ($23.36 million.) striker 
Alan Shearer, also lost in Swe¬ 
den. going down 2-1 to part- 
timers Habnsrads but weni . 
through 5-2 on aggregate- 
Despite advancing. Newcastle 
manager Kevin Keegan blasted 
his highly-paid team 
afterwards. 

“Wc just didn't perform. We 
were average, right throughout 
the side. From from to back 
and back to front, nobody 
played well. We didn't deserve 
to win and the better team did 
win. They were the team that 
wanted it more and showed 
more enthusiasm.” Just 300 
fans watched Portuguese club 
Boa vista reach the second 
round on the away goals rule * 
Benfica’s 120 , 000 -capacity 
stadium. 

Boavista used Benffca s 
ground for their home k# 
against Denmark's Oden# 
after being banned by UE» A 
from playing at their oWfl j 
ground in Oporto. . 1 

Two goals inside three rmn-. \ 
utes midway through the see* 
ond half by Jasper Hjorth o n 
Ulrik Pedersen gave 
2-1 win on the night-'But“* 
aggregate score of 4-4 left 
vista winners on ..the 
goals rule. ■ 


TTT"T'. .:r?* rzr.'.-y' i gmewroa ii g g zi-ze-rr. .rrr r.•mzrcczi'zzz? a c ts* :i ro T M i ragigswnggr a po r. T cnzzxcszem egsgrang 


4 


■ "c 

V 


: '-fv 

’A. 


I J C 


l<: ■ 

; a 












